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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone to please rise and
recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Tuesday,
April 14, 2026, the Senate met pursuant to
adj ournnent. The Journal of Monday, April 13,
2026, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Conrie
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noves to discharge, fromthe Conmttee on Energy
and Tel ecommuni cations, Assenbly Bill Nunber 8410
and substitute it for the identical Senate Bil
8019, Third Readi ng Cal endar 633.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: So
or der ed.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Good afternoon,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Good
af t ernoon.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Amendnments are
offered to the follow ng Third Readi ng Cal endar
bills:

By Senator Sal azar, page 27,

Cal endar 648, Senate Print 7809;

By Senator Parker, page 26,
Cal endar 636, Senate Print 9065;

And by Senator My, page 30,
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Cal endar 684, Senate Print 8641.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
amendnents are received, and the bills wll
retain their its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: At this tine
we're going to take up previously adopted
Resol ution 1712, by Senator Scarcell a- Spanton,
have its title read, and pl ease recogni ze
Senat or Scar cel | a- Spant on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1712,
by Senator Scarcell a- Spanton, nenoriali zing
Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimApril 9, 2026,
as Yellow Ri bbon Day in the State of New York

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Scarcel | a- Spanton on the resol ution.

SENATOR SCARCELLA- SPANTON: Thank
you, Madam Presi dent.

As chair of the Committee on
Vet erans, Honel and Security and Mlitary Affairs,
| rise once again in recognition of

Nat i onal Yell ow Ri bbon Day, cel ebrated on
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April 9th here in New York State.

As the spouse of a conmbat veteran
and the nother of two mlitary children, | know
ail too well that service inpacts entire famlies
who share the sacrifice. But | also know the
pride that comes with serving the country -- the
sense of purpose, honor and duty that nake it al
worth it.

Honoring our veterans and
active-duty neans recogni zing the sacrifice, not
just service. The yellow ribbon represents the
hope, renmenbrance and gratitude of our troops
around the world, and the famlies waiting for
their safe return.

Nationally, we have approxi mately
1.1 mllion active duty servicenenbers, with
18,000 residing here in New York State.

We al so need to recogni ze the
approxi mat e 30, 000 Reservi sts and Guard t hat
reside here in New York, all standing ready to
protect our nation. W owe themand their
famlies a profound debt of gratitude.

Thank you, and | proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or

Scarcel | a- Spanton to be recorded in the
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affirmati ve.

The resol ution was adopted on

March 10t h.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: At the request
of Senat or Scarcell a-Spanton, we'll be opening

that resolution for cosponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
resolution is open for cosponsorship. Should you
choose not to be a cosponsor, please notify the
desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's take up
t he cal endar, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
397, Senate Print 1701, by Senator Mayer, an act
to amend the Public Service Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 8. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Cal | the
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roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 397, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Chan, Giffo, Hel m ng,
Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Stec,
Tedi sco, Wal czyk and Wi k.

Ayes, 40. Nays, 14.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
398, Senate Print 3734B, by Senator Mayer, an act
to amend the Public Service Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
399, Senate Print 8062A, by Senator Wbb, an act
to amend the Public Service Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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627, Senate Print 120A, by Senator Cl eare, an act
to amend the Public Service Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 627, voting in the negative:
Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 53. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
628, Senate Print 904B, by Senator Gonzal ez, an
act to anend the Public Service Law

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
629, Senate Print 1553, by Senator Parker, an act
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to amend the Public Service Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
633, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 8410, by
Assenbl ynmenber Barrett, an act to anend the
Public Authorities Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
634, Senate Print 8710, by Senator H nchey, an
act to anend the Public Service Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
635, Senate Print 8908, by Senator Conrie, an act
to amend the Public Service Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
686, Senate Print 1966, by Senator Ryan, an act
to amend the Social Services Law

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
687, Senate Print 2011, by Senator Parker, an act
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to direct the Departnment of State and the
Public Service Comm ssion to jointly study and
report upon the provision to consuner credit
reporting agencies.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 687, voting in the negative:
Senator Ott.

Ayes, 54. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
even when the budget is |late, Wal czyk Wednesdays
endur e.

(Laughter.)
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SENATOR G ANARI S: It's not a
schedul ed session day today, but he's ready.

Let's take up the controversi al

cal endar.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Let the
fun begin.
The Secretary will ring the bell.
The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
398, Senate Print 3734B, by Senator Mayer, an act
to amend the Public Service Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Wal czyk, why do you rise?

SENATOR WALCZYK: Madam Pr esi dent
woul d t he sponsor yield for some questions on the
education portion of the budget, please.

Oh, I'msorry, on Senate Bill 3734B.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,

Madam President, | wasn't sure if that was
intentional or a m stake.

| yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam President. This only hel ps during rate
cases, is that correct, what you' re proposing
her e?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,
Madam President. This bill basically is one nore
step in protecting our constituents agai nst
unjust and excessive rates by allowing utilities
to include all kinds of charges and fees in their
utility rate schedule to be approved by the
Publ i c Service Conm ssi on.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. There were just a bunch of rate
cases -- obviously, you' ve heard from
constituents, so have | and every nenber in this
room about the utility rate increases that were

j ust approved by the Public Service Comm ssion.
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This goes into effect in 2027. So
how woul d that help with the rate cases that have
al ready been in place?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,

Madam President. Like a lot of the bills that

are part of today's package, this is part of a
conprehensive effort to reformthe practice and
the policy of the Public Service Comm ssion.

And by saying to the utilities in
| aw that they cannot recover excessive attorneys'
fees, transportation fees, expert witness fees --
all of which are to charge our constituents
nore -- we are actually changing the way
rates are set going forward.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Madam Pr esi dent
woul d t he sponsor vyiel d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

"' m gl ad you brought up sone of

t hose fees. Because when this bill came through
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committee, there's been some changes since then.
It's now a B print.

The executives -- you had in your
earlier print, when we discussed this in the
Energy Conm ssion Conmittee, that executives at
utility conmpani es woul dn't be maki ng any nore
than the CGovernor of the State of New York, and
that no nore than $100, 000 of ratepayer funds
coul d be used towards attorneys in rate cases.

Wiy were those things elimnated in
the B print that we now see on the floor today?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,

Madam President. This -- yes, it is a B print.
It is nmodified froman earlier version because,
think |ike many people in this chanber,
actually want to get sonething done for ny
constituents and the constituents of

Senat or Wal czyk and every ot her nenber.

And by nmodifying the earlier bill to
give sone latitude to utility conpanies to charge
what the Public Service Conm ssion deens
reasonable, or limting their salaries, this is
an effort to get a bill that is going to pass
bot h houses, get signed, and actually change what

our constituents pay.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: Madam Pr esi dent
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So has the cap on
salaries for utility conpanies been conpletely
elimnated in this final print that you bring
here today?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,

Madam President, | think Senator Wal czyk is
famliar with the | anguage of the bill, which
creates a series of standards with respect to
utility expenses and basel i nes and di scovery
paraneters that are going to be consi dered under
this bill with respect to how the new rates are
set.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Wbul d t he sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, what about the attorneys' fees?
s there any cap now in this new print for how
much a utility can spend with ratepayer noney on
attorneys bringing a rate case to the
Publ i ¢ Servi ce Comm ssion?

(Pause.)

SENATCR MAYER: There -- to --
sorry. Through you, Madam President. The
current standard, according to the Public Service
Comm ssion, is that they can recover prudently
incurred costs, which in effect neans a
hundred percent of what they seek, or sonething
close to it.

This bill sets no specific nunbers
with respect to attorneys' fees. But the
commi ssion is establishing rules based on
reasonability of participation. And the costs
that can be limted are not linmted to attorneys'
fees, fees to engage expert w tnesses, enployee
sal aries, et cetera.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Madam Pr esi dent
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does t he

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3049

sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

Through you, Madam Presi dent.
Anything in the -- and we talked a little bit
about the tineline of inplenentation and how this
will affect future rate cases.

|s there anything in this bill that
will help | ower energy costs for New Yorkers who
are hurting today, tonorrow, if it gets signed
into | aw next week -- anything that they can
anticipate this would help with their high energy
bills?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,

Madam President. |If the question is the bills
that are currently before our constituents, are
t hey i npacted by this proposal, no.

But they will be inpacted by the
confluence of bills that this Senate Denocratic
Majority is passing to change the way rates are
set. And if we don't pass these bills and if our
col | eagues vote no on these bills, then we are

not going to be able to address the problens our
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constituents face.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is

cl osed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
we've agreed to restore this bill to the

noncontroversi al cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: On
consent, the bill is restored to the
noncontroversi al cal endar.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 398, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Chan, Helm ng, O Mara,
Ott, Stec, Tedisco, Wal czyk, Whber and Wi k.

Ayes, 44. Nays, 11.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
399, Senate Print 8062A, by Senator Wbb, an act
to amend the Public Service Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Wal czyk, why do you rise?

SENATOR WALCZYK: Madam Pr esi dent
| wonder if the sponsor would yield for sone
guesti ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR W\EBB: Yes, | wll,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. Smart neters were supposed to
hel p people see their bills inalittle bit nore

realtime. That's how they were billed, at |east
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to the people of the State of New York

This bill establishes a usage
nmonitoring program \What were we m ssing when
smart neters were rolled out across the state?

SENATOR V\EBB: Thr ough you,
Madam President. As sonmeone who had smart neters
initially rolled out directly in their district
initially, the purpose that was presented to us
by the utility conpanies was in fact to nake sure
that with these neters, that as ratepayers we
woul d be able to see a difference with our bills.

| get calls, just like many of us in
this chanber, on a weekly basis with constituents
that are receiving bills that are high, at best.
In fact, it's a lot larger than that.

And so what this bill actually does
is that it actually puts decision-making power in
t he hands of the respective ratepayer to say they
have the ability to get tinmely notification on if
their utility usage is high or it's going off of
a threshold that they set, in a tinely manner so
that they can actually have nore autonony and
nost certainly be able to nmake deci sions
accordingly with respect to their utility bills.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Whul d t he sponsor
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continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR W\EBB: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. Wuld soneone require a
smart nmeter in order to be a part of the program
that you' re proposing here?

SENATOR V\EBB: So it is ny
understanding that this particular |egislation
applies to smart nonitors.

However, some residents do not have
smart nmonitors, and this issue still persists
with the chall enge of being able to have nore
notification with respect to their utility bill.
And so this would nost certainly apply to those
custoners as wel .

But this is only for residential
custoners. That's what this bill entails.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And woul d the
sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR V\EBB: Maybe. (Laughing.)

I will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor will vyield.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Anything in this bill that will help
people with their energy bills next nonth or in
the com ng nonths to | ower the actual cost of
energy? O is this just a nonitoring program
that is also paid for by ratepayers?

SENATOR V\EBB: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

As | said a nonment ago, when snart
neters were presented to us as a way to help
better regul ate costs, one of the many chal |l enges
that we still are seeing and experiencing as
rat epayers is that these particul ar nonitor
systemtools are not being realized in terns of
actual, accurate readings.

And so this will have an inpact with
respect to nmaking sure that as constituents or as
rat epayers we have a better sense of what our
actual utility usage is.

But as ny col |l eague said earlier,
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this bill, as part of the |arger package of

bills, is really designed to nake sure that

rat epayers have nore information with respect to
bei ng able to have nore deci sion-naking aut hority
with respect to their individual utility bills.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR W\EBB: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. Your sponsor's nenb on this
| egi sl ation says the fiscal inpact is to be
det er m ned.

Who woul d be paying for the new
program for the mailing of people' s utility bills
at various times throughout the nonth to let them
know what their usage is, what their projected
cost is throughout the nonth?

SENATOR V\EBB: Thr ough you,

Madam President, that cost will be borne with --

through the utility conpani es thensel ves.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: Madam Pr esi dent
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR W\EBB: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So with an
addi ti onal cost borne by the utility conpanies --
whi ch woul d pass it on to the ratepayers -- is
there anything in this bill that would actually
| oner energy costs for New Yorkers?

SENATCR WEBB: As | said earlier,
Madam Presi dent, what this bill is doing is
gi ving nore decision-naking ability to ratepayers
because their bills are out of whack.

Because | have gotten calls, like
all of us, fromratepayers who have said they' ve
received bills around this tine of year, on
average maybe it's around, for a one-bedroom
apartnent, maybe it's |like $500 and they're
getting bills for $2,000. And it doesn't make
sense, even though they have a smart neter on
their respective residence.

What this bill will do -- through
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you, Madam President -- is that it will give
rat epayers a better read on -- no pun intended --
what their respective utility usage is.

But to be clear, we have to, as a
| egi sl ative body, continue to push for nore
regul ation over our utility conpanies. And we
can't deny the fact that our continual dependence
upon fossil fuels is what's contributing to the
alarmingly high bills, anongst other factors as
wel |, Madam Presi dent.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And woul d the
sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR W\EBB: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. Your enacting clause at the end
of this bill says this bill will go into effect
one year after it beconmes a | aw

The CGovernor often calls bills over
in |late Novenber, Decenber. So do you anticipate
a year and a half fromnow that this program

woul d actually be in effect or start to go in
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ef fect so that people can see those costs on
their utility bills?

SENATOR V\EBB: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent. W have passed in this house a
series of utility reformbills that are
essentially awaiting passage in the Assenbly.

It is ny hope that this bill, along
with the others, wouldn't necessarily have to
wait until the end of year, that the Governor
will be able to call it up sooner and we can nost
certainly start to see sone additional supports
rendered to our ratepayers.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Are there any ot her Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Senat or Tedi sco.

SENATOR TEDI SCO. Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Tedi sco.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Thank you,

Madam President. Wuld the gentlelady yield for
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a few questions?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR V\EBB: Well, the young | ady
will yield.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Thank you.

Senator, is there sonething wong
with these new machines? Is it the rate hikes
that are being given to the utility conpani es?

Is it the Public Service conm ssioners' fault for
rati fying these rate increases?

What do you think is the cause of
this distortion of this increase which is
perneating through all our Senate and Assenbly
districts across the state?

SENATOR V\EBB: Thr ough you,

Madam President. | think there are a nunber of
factors that are contributing to the alarm ngly
high utility costs.

Most certainly with the smart
nmeters, which is what this particular bill is

| ooking to provide sonme clarity on for

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3060

r at epayers.

In addition to that, our continual
dependence on fossil fuels. 1In addition to that,
the PSC, which is the decision-making authority
when it comes to our utility bills and having
nore transparency, when it cones to not only how
they are reviewing rate cases and how they are
approvi ng them

And again, we have a nunber of bills
in this house that we've passed that are aimng
t owar ds addressing sone of the issues that you
framed in your conments or your question to ne.

SENATOR TEDI SCO W1l the sponsor
yield for another question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR W\EBB: I will,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Coul d you explain
to the viewers and to all of us soit's clear to
them our constituents, how do the Public Service
commi ssioners get their appointnments to the

position they're in to make deci sions
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unilaterally, who are not elected officials, in
terms of rate hikes?

SENATOR V\EBB: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent. The deci si on-naki ng process for
the PSC is not associated with this particular
bill, so |l don't believe that it's germane to

t hi s.

But the Governor is part of
approving the respective nenbers to the PSC.

SENATCR TEDI SCO Wul d the Senat or
yield --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATCR TEDI SCO -- for another
guestion?

SENATOR W\EBB: Yes.

SENATCR TEDI SCO You said the --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR TEDI SCO, Excuse ne.

You said the Governor unilaterally
appoints then? O do they cone to us here at the
Senat e?

SENATOR V\EBB: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent. The Governor nmekes the
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appoi ntments, and they nost certainly cone
through us in the Senate with respect to the
approval process.

SENATOR TEDI SCO. Okay. Would the
Senat or yield for another question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR W\EBB: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR TEDI SCO So the nmenbers in
this roomvote for those Public Service
commi ssioners, which in many instances | see sone
of you get up and really go after themfor
rati fying these.

How does that vote work in the
New York State Senate on a person that they send
to us to make deci sions about rate hikes for our
constituents in New York State? |s there a
record of how you and | voted for those
i ndi vidual s to have those positions?

SENATOR V\EBB: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. Senator, | imagine you re well
awar e of how the process works. And that's not

germane to this particular bill.
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But all of our neetings are on
public record.

SENATCR TEDI SCO Wul d the Senator
yield --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATCR TEDI SCO -- for another
guestion?

SENATOR W\EBB: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR TEDI SCO I''maware of it,
but 1'mtrying to nake our constituents and your
constituents aware of it.

There's no record of how you voted
for these constituents {sic}, or how | voted,
because | vote no on all of them Because |
don't want to unilaterally give facel ess
bureaucrats the opportunity -- who never go
before the voters like you and I -- to make
rat e- hi ke deci si ons whi ch are havi ng people
continue to vote with our feet and wal k out of
the State of New York, be nunmber one in
out m grati on.

This is a part of the tip of the
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reasons why people are leaving the state. They
can't afford to |ive here anynore. They can't
afford to own their houses anynore, they can't
afford to purchase a house anynore, they can't
afford to pay their energy bills.

There is no record of how you vot ed,
but they happen to come to us fromthe Governor
and they happen to end up in the Public Service
conmi Ssi oners.

So I'll ask you this question.
Wuldn't it be a great idea for elected officials
i ke ourselves, when a Governor sends us a person
to make decisions on rate hikes, that we woul d
rati fy any decision they nake. They woul d cone
back to us and say, Senators and Assenbl ypeopl e
and Governor, we've decided, here is our
research, this is why those rate hikes could cone
up.

Because when ny constituents call ne
and say, Wiy did you vote for that Public Service
comm ssioner, | say | didn't. | don't see any
record that you didn't vote for it, because there
is no record. They come here, facel ess
bureaucrats, and --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
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G anari s.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
this -- respectfully, these questions have
nothing to do with the bill at hand.

So if Senator Tedisco would like to
speak on the bill, | suppose he could say what he
wants. But Senator Wbb is defending her bill,
whi ch has absolutely nothing to do with the |ine
of questioning that she's facing.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Tedi sco, are you on the bill? Are you speaking
on the bill?

SENATOR TEDI SCO. Yeah, 1 think
I'I'l be on the bill. Yeah.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Tedi sco on the bill.

SENATOR TEDI SCO. So | don't blane
the Senator for not wanting to take credit for
appointing all these individuals who are naking
all these rate increases. That's just sonething
that continues to happen here, with the sane
transparency of what's happening with this
budget .

W' re about to have the total

eclipse of the budget process in New York State
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because after 40 days | ast year, after going into
three weeks this year, now what you're doing,
usi ng nmessages of necessity, we'll be heading
towards a budget, down the road naybe, nine bills
will be comi ng out, $260 billion of spending and
taxi ng. The poison that has forced people to
wal k out of the State of New York and vote with
their feet -- nunmber one in outmgration.

And t hese energy policies are the
same thing. You can't keep appointing
Public Service conm ssioners, faceless
bureaucrats. You're elected to protect your
constituents. |If you want to protect your
constituents, vote on whether you want themthere
or not.

Wen they do rate increases, pass ny
bill, which says it cones back to us, we | ook at
their research, we say it's fair or not fair, and
we either vote up or down.

Because they vote for you. They
don't vote for Public Service conm ssioners
with -- facel ess bureaucrats, they don't know
t heir nanes, they don't know who they are. But
t hen when they cone to you, you say, Wll, it's

not my fault, it's those Public Service
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conmi ssioners, or it's the neters, or it's the
utility conpanies. |It's probably a conbination
of all that.

But | know you shoul d be
representatives. Because | think you're getting
alittle bit mxed up. You' re not the nost
inmportant thing in this representative denocracy.
Are you surprised? Senators and Assenbl ypeopl e,
el ected officials, are not the npbst inportant
persons in our representative denocracy.

You know who is? The voters, the
t axpayers, your constituents. And you should be
representing them

When this total eclipse cones and
there's darkness here and you're voting on the
budgets, just |like you've -- you don't really
vote on the PSC peopl e who nmake t hese crazy
deci sions of increasing rates -- you're going to
have nore people wal k out of the State of
New York. And it's decisions |like that which are
goi ng to make that happen.

You shoul d be a part of solving the
probl em not creating nore poison to continue the
probl em of bei ng nunber one in outm gration.

And if the taxpayers are | ooking,
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again, |last research, every two m nutes and

24 seconds sonebody wal ks out of the State of
New York -- not to visit Disneyland, but to live
in another state.

And it's not only Florida, Texas, or
those states. [It's New Jersey. |It's
Pennsylvania. |It's Connecticut. Those aren't
t he bastions of conservatism But they aren't as
t ax- happy or spendi ng- happy or energy-cost - happy
as you are.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: You're
wel come, Senat or.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Senat or Rhoads, why do you rise?

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

Madam President. | was hoping the sponsor woul d
be willing to yield to a few questi ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR W\EBB: I will,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you.

Senat or Webb, | think I understand
t he purpose of the bill is to give ratepayers
nore tools to be able to gauge their own energy
usage. |Is that correct?

SENATOR V\EBB: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent, yes.

SENATOR RHOADS: And while this
bill may not actually reduce in any neani ngful
way the ratepayers' wutility bills, again, it's to
give themthe tools to govern their own usage and
make deci sions on their own behal f, correct?

SENATOR V\EBB: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent. M coll eague uses the term
that -- "in a meani ngful way."

But | would daresay that if |I'm
soneone that has a smart neter and |'ve been told
by the utility conpany that this is going to help
me with better nmonitoring nmy costs of ny
utilities, and in fact that's not happeni ng,
woul d daresay, in counter to what you j ust
of fered, Senator, that this would be useful to
gi ve them sone additional insight.

And, at the sanme tinme, the other

bills that we are voting on today, along with the
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ones we've done previously, are all intended to
try to not only control costs but also to inprove
access to utilities that we all depend on,
Madam Pr esi dent .

SENATOR RHOADS: WI1l the sponsor
continue to yield, Madam President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR W\EBB: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

Senat or Webb.

No, | certainly understand at the
end of the day it may hel p consuners reduce their
own costs by being nore conscious of their energy
usage.

But in ternms of overall utility
rates, there is nothing in this bill that would
actually inpact the rates that the PSC approves
and that utility conpanies charge to consumers as
a whole, is that correct?

SENATOR V\EBB: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent, yes.

SENATOR RHOADS: And will the
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sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR W\EBB: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| know, Senator Wbb, you indicated
that the -- your belief that the overall reason
why utility rates are so high in the State of
New York is because of our dependence upon fossi
fuels. Am| mscharacterizing that?

SENATOR V\EBB: Thr ough you,

Madam President. Yes, that is a ngjor
contributing factor to why our utility bills are
hi gh.

In addition to that, the delivery
fee that is set by the respective entities, and
the PSC is involved in that decision as well,
along with other factors, are reasons why our
utility bills continue to go through the roof,
Madam Pr esi dent .

SENATOR RHOADS: W1l the sponsor

continue to yield?
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR W\EBB: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Senat or Webb, | note that Low Carbon
Power indicates that 45 percent of electricity
generation in the State of New York is through
| ow- carbon sources as opposed to fossil fuels,
which is either anong the best or the best in the
United States.

Yet, according to the U S. Energy
| nfformation Administration, utility rates in the
State of New York are 50.7 percent higher for
residential ratepayers and 61.6 percent higher
than the national average anong conmerci al
rat epayers, which seenms to contradict your
prem se that it's fossil fuel consunption

Can you explain why that woul d be
t he case?

SENATOR V\EBB: Thr ough you,
Madam President. |'mnot famliar with this

particul ar data point that ny coll eague
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ref erenced.

But what we do know to al so be true
is that New York State has sone of the ol dest gas
and oil facilities in the country. And so when
you have infrastructure like this, as | said in

my point that our continual dependence on fossi

fuel s, anongst other factors -- |ike the war in
Iran, |ike many ot her factors, Madam President,
that 1've already nmentioned -- those are the

things that also contribute to our bills
continuing to go through the roof.

SENATOR RHOADS: And will the
sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR V\EBB: | thought it was
just going to be a few questions. (Laughing.)

But yes, | will yield.

SENATOR RHOADS: W' re reaching the
end.

So, Senator Webb, if | understand
your answer correctly, it is not the use of
fossil fuels, it is the lack of investnent in
noder ni zation of our fossil fuel plants that

apparently is your concern.
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But | would just ask that -- this
| egi sl ation woul d all ow consuners to set a
nmont hl y usage threshold nmeasured in kil owatt
hours for electricity and therms or CCF for gas
service, is that correct?

SENATOR V\EBB: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent, yes.

This bill, which is the Uility
Usage Monitoring Program would again allow
rat epayers to be able to set the threshold with
respect to their energy bills and being notified
when that threshold has been -- is in the process
of bei ng exceeded or has been exceeded.

SENATOR RHOADS: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR W\EBB: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Senat or Webb, thank you for that
answer .

|s there any provision within this
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| egi slation that would require that New York
State governnent be notified with respect to any
consuner exceeding their usage?

SENATOR V\EBB: Thr ough you,

Madam President. This bill pertains to
residential customers having that ability. So |
do not believe that -- I"'mtrying to understand
t he nature of your question.

Are you asking if, for instance, you
have a smart nmeter and you've set a threshold and
it's exceeded, is a notice going to get sent to
New York State? |'mjust trying to understand
your questi on.

SENATOR RHOADS: ' 11 yield.

My concern is -- yes, you' ve ternmnmed
it correctly. My concern is | understand that
usage levels will be able to be set by the
consuner.

SENATOR WEBB: M hnm

SENATOR RHOADS: My concern is |
want to make sure that information is not
provi ded to New York State governnent.

Because my concern about the next
step in this legislation is that sonmehow, even

though it's not included here, in a future bill,
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i f the governnment has know edge of how much
energy i s being used by an individual residential
custoner, will the governnent at some point in
time attenpt to set limts on how nuch energy a
residential custonmer will be able to use.

The nonitoring system | want to
make sure, is not going to be used for that
purpose. | want to nake sure, one, that that's
not a part of this bill -- which | don't believe
that it is, but | wanted to confirmit. And --

SENATOR V\EBB: Thr ough you,

Madam President. That is not a part of this
bill.

And currently our bills, when they
are through the roof, the governnent doesn't get
notified. This bill would not do that. And
again, it's specifically for residential and --
for residential ratepayers.

So no, that would not -- that's not
a part of this bill.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
Senat or Webb.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: You're
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wel cone.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is
cl osed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: W'l be
restoring this also to the noncontroversi al
cal endar, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thi s
bill will be restored to the noncontroversi al
cal endar.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect one year after it shal
have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Bailey to explain his vote.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Thank you, Senator Wbb, for this

i nportant piece of |egislation.
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And while | respect ny coll eagues
and their desire to speak about the i medi acy
wi th which ratepayers should seek relief -- and
we all agree with that on this side of the
aisle -- the argunents are akin to saying we
shoul dn't plant seeds now because the plant won't
grow by tonorrow, so we can't eat the food
tomorrow so we shoul dn't plant anyt hi ng.

| think that we should pass bills

that will affect consuners. And even if it
af fects consunmers down the line -- not as quickly
as we may want it to be -- we still should enact

these bills because they are inportant to what we
need to do is making sure that affordability is
t aken care of ongoi ng.

Affordability doesn't just last a
week, a nonth, a year. It should be sonething
that we seek to have going forward.

So thank you, Senator Wbb, for
pl anting the seeds so that the garden of
affordability can continue to grow.

| vote aye, Madam President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Bailey to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Webb to explain her vote.
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SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And | want to say that with respect
tothis bill and kind of the debate that we just
had on this bill, along with the other bills that
we are passing on the floor today, to a comrent
that my coll eague nmentioned with respect to the
PSC and us not protecting constituents, we are
doi ng exactly that.

Having the ability to know how
you' re being charged, why you're being charged
this way, is part of this larger system And al
of these aspects are nost certainly very
i mportant.

This legislation is not being done
inisolation. |In fact, there are other states
that currently have this type of a systemin
pl ace. And even within New York, utility
conpani es |i ke Con Edison, they currently have
this option for ratepayers to utilize with
respect to nonitoring their usage.

This legislation would require al
utility conpanies in the state to offer this
option to residential ratepayers with respect to

their utility bills.
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And as | nentioned, that the
al arm ng anount of increases in our utility bills
that we are seeing all over the state, nany
peopl e are very fearful and unfortunately are
maki ng deci si ons about do you continue to put
food on the table or pay utility bills.

Thi s package of legislationis
ai m ng towards addressi ng sone of these issues
that are part of the |arger systemw th respect
to our access to utilities.

And so having the ability to know
how your usage is affecting your residents, but
al so having a real opportunity to address the
financial strain associated with and preventing
it, along with what we're doing in the budget in
terms of increasing funding for prograns |ike
HEAP and ot her supports, are very inportant.

And so | vote aye on this
| egislation, and | nost certainly encourage ny
col | eagues to do the sane.

Just for a point of information,
when | introduced this bill before, we nost
certainly had overwhel m ng support in the
chanber. And | hope that ny coll eague --

Senat or Tedi sco, you voted for it before, you
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voted yes, and | hope you will vote yes again.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Webb to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Hi nchey to explain her vote.

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And | want to thank Senator Webb for
caring about her constituents and all of our
constituents across the state.

W want the PSC to care about
affordability, but there's actually nothing in
statute that requires themto do so. There is
safety and continuation of service, anong ot her
things that they nust take into account in rate
cases, but not affordability.

And ny col | eague spoke a | ot about
PSC comm ssioners and how they do rate cases and
how they take into account this affordability.

l"d like to rem nd ny col | eagues
that we actually passed a bill in this chanmber on
February 4th that would require the PSC to take
into account affordability in all rate cases, and
it would add anot her consunmer advocate to the PSC

conmi ssi oner board.
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Al'l of ny coll eagues on the other
side of the aisle but two voted agai nst that
bill, including all three that spoke about it at
length today in this debate. So | just want to
rem nd our coll eagues that we have voted to put
affordability in statute at the PSC. Qur
conference led on that issue. And |I'mproud to
vote aye on this bill in support of Senator Wbb
and what she is doing in fighting for our
constituents across the state.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or

Hi nchey to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Tedi sco to explain his vote.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Yeah, having ny

name being called here, | just want to say that
|"mnot against this bill. It's innocuous. It
will do nothing to stop the rate increases.

What | oppose is the |ack of
transparency that takes place with this body
her e.

| asked soneone to explain -- who
seens to nmention the Public Service Comm ssion
several tinmes -- how they get there, actually,

fromthis body. And then we're willing to tel
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t he people viewing and our constituents that it's
a voice vote. Nobody goes out to register or be
responsi bl e or taking responsibility for putting
t he Governor appoi ntnments over there, but then

t hey stand up on nmany occasi ons and say, Those
darn Public Service commi ssioners ratifying rate
i ncreases.

They're not elected officials.

They' re facel ess bureaucrats. Ask any of your
constituents if they know the nanes of the people
that increase their rates, because they don't

call them they call you when their rates are
bei ng i ncreased. None of them know t he nanes of

t he Public Service conm ssioners, which you all ow
to float fromthe Governor, fromhere, out to the
Public Service Comm ssion.

And if anybody | ooks up the vote,
they won't know the yeses or the nos. Then
they'Il think they flew out of the Senate and you
put themthere.

So the real concern is, you're
representatives. Look, you're elected officials.
You're public servants. That's neani ngless. You
are representatives. |If you want to stop rate

i ncreases, you think they're unfair, you think
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the research isn't done properly, vote for a bil
or put your own bill in that nakes them send it
back to you for ratification

So when they call, you can tell your
constituents, This is the evidence why probably a
part of the rates nmay be because of the energy
policies you put forth, the mandates which are
bei ng paused now.

s this an el ection year for the
Governor and for many of you who have put forth
buses for $450,000 for electricity when a
conbustible bus is $150, 000 --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Tedi sco, how do you vote? Senator Tedi sco, how
do you vote?

SENATOR TEDI SCO Wiy don't you do
the right thing and represent your constituents.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Tedi sco, how do you vote?

SENATOR TEDI SCO Madam Speaker,
yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: How do
you vote?

SENATOR TEDI SCO. Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
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Tedi sco to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
628, Senate Print 904B, by Senator Gonzal ez, an
act to anend the Public Service Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Wal czyk, why do you rise?

SENATOR WALCZYK: Madam Pr esi dent
| hope the sponsor would yield for sone
guesti ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

So the Public Service Conm ssion can
al ready pause fees and penalties when a utility
conmpany i s under investigation. Wy is this bill
necessary?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,
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Madam Presi dent, that is a good question. It

hi ghlights the fact that we're not introducing
anything really new other than the fact that we
shoul d al ways have the strongest possible
consuner protection.

So the reason we have introduced
this bill and I have chanpioned this is because |
bel i eve that custoners should have the maxi mum
anount of consumer protections, according to the
ability of the PSC, while their utility conmpany
i s under investigation.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam President. On page 2 of this bill, though
there's sone pretty significant new statutory
changes. One of which, there's a requirenent
that a utility conpany can't shut anyone's power,

gas, anything else off 120 days after a rate case
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i s approved.

Wiy does that requirenment exist?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. Based on the finding of the PSC
on the case, we want to ensure that our consuners
and customers have tine, if they are going to be
required to pay any renmi ning fees as determ ned
by the PSC.

So essentially in cases, for
exanple, where a utility conpany is found guilty
of overbilling, then, you know, those custoners
woul d i kely not be forced to pay.

If the utility conpany is found
i nnocent and they have had proper billing
practices, then the PSC will then determ ne what
is owed to the conmpany, and we are giving four
nmont hs for consuners to collect what they need to
pay in order to continue their service.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: So for the people
that are not paying their bills that don't have
to pay their bills for 120 days after and then
possibly get their utilities shut off at that
poi nt, who picks up the tab for that?

s that the taxpayers? |Is there
sonme kind of special pot of nobney out there?

WI1l that be the ratepayers in the next rate case
that that utility conpany brings forward?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,
Madam President, | want to be clear on the
| anguage.

Utility custoners will have to pay
if the PSC finds, based an the result of the
case, that they have to pay. So | just want to
be clear that there is no scenario, unless it's
fromthe PSC, that they don't have to pay while
under investigation.

They can al so choose to continue to
pay their bills, as they continue to receive
bills fromthe utility conpany.

What we are sinply saying here is
that the utility conpany will be made whole if
they of course are entitled to that, according to

the PSC, after 120 days of the end of the case.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: Whul d t he sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Yeah, there's a
few different sections of your bill. The first
portion that | was asking about wasn't about the
investigations, it was actually about the rate
cases.

So utility conpanies cone forward to
the PSC, they bring a rate case, they' re asking
for an increase, generally. There's a
negoti ation and the case is seen through.

The 120 days after that rate case is
all the way through, they wouldn't be able to do
any shutoffs. So someone would find out, as they
do -- and people are very tuned in at this point
to rate increases -- they'll see headlines, Hey,
anot her rate increase has been approved, so
they' Il know that it's com ng.

What is the purpose of having

120 days of no shutoffs? And then the real
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guestion that | asked was who pays that tab for
peopl e that are not paying their bills within
t hose 120 days?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,
Madam President. To be clear, that case would
not happen, because this bill explicitly excludes
rate cases or routine procedures and only
pertains to formal investigations that, again, do
not include rate cases.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So in Section 54,
"I nvestigations relating to residential gas,
el ectric, steamutility service: For the purpose
of this section, the term'investigation' shal
mean a formal proceedi ng conducted by the
commi ssion exanmning the billing, rates" -- isn't
that a rate case?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent. One of the changes we made in
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the B print was to be explicit in excluding rate
case. No, that is not.

But what | can provide are sone
exanpl es of formal investigations, including an
i nvestigation on the quality of gas or
electricity supplied, the purity, pressure or
cost of gas service, the efficiency of electric
I ight bulbs, the voltage of electricity provided
for lighting, heating or power, the rates,
charges or classifications of electricity
service. These are sonme of the formal
i nvestigations that could be conducted by the PSC
that would then apply under this bill.

But again, rate cases are explicitly
excl uded, according to our definitions in this
bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: WI1l the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

Madam President. The -- |'ve got a handful of
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opposi tion nmenos that have cone to nmy office from
the New York State Laborers PAC, fromthe | BEW
Uility Labor Council, fromthe Uility Wrkers
Uni on of Anmerica Local 1-2, the International

Uni on of Operating Engi neers, and fromthe Energy
Coal ition, which seeks to protect costs for

rat epayers.

Wy are all of the | abor unions and
t he advocates for ratepayers opposed to this
bill?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, just a slight correction. |BEW
is actually neutral on this bill.

But of course we've received, in
addition to many nmenos of support, some nenps of
opposition. | think sone would argue that this
hurts the utility conpani es.

And t hey've been very vocal about
the fact that they want to see -- want to
continue any practice, even if they are under
formal investigation, to collect the maxi num
amount of noney from consumers.

However, as soneone who represents
t housands of constituents who are already

struggling with high utility bills, | believe

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3093

that in this case we need to prioritize our
constituents' interests, especially in the
context of affordability, over the interests of
our utility conpani es.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Madam Pr esi dent
briefly on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Wal czyk on the bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: | just want to
correct sonething for the record.

Readi ng of f of a meno of opposition,
"The IBEWUtility Labor Council of New York State
and the Local 1-2 UWJA, representing 22,000
utility workers across the state, strongly
opposes Senate Bill 904." Wich is what is
bef ore us here today.

And with that, would the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Gonzal ez on the bill.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: ell, |
conti nue --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: You want
to expl ai n sonet hi ng.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: | conti nue.
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But again, while they had -- | just
want to clarify one thing. Wile |IBEW had
previously submtted a neno of opposition, they
have since indicated to us in witing that they
are neutral on this bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam President. |Is there anything in this bill
that will |ower energy bills for New Yorkers on
their next energy bill next nonth, in the next
two nmonths, in the next three nonths?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,
Madam President. That is not the nature of
formal investigations. They take some tine.

And again, what is specific to this
bill is when utility conpani es are under fornal
i nvestigation.

What | will say is this has the
potential to reduce custoners' bills, again, if
at the end of an investigation the PSC finds that

they were unfairly billing and actually reduces

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3095

t hose custoners' bills at the end of that
i nvestigation.

This actually has happened. | think
we've cited a nunber of tines the case of
Central Hudson, which had significant issues with
their billing.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

Are there any other -- Senator
Mat t er a.

SENATOR MATTERA: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Wul d t he sponsor yield for a couple
of questions, please?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MATTERA: And t hank you
Senat or .

Do you feel, again, that the rates

are going to be higher because of your bill? You
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know, ratepayers right nowin New York State are
payi ng the highest utility bills. Do you feel
that this is not going to be on the backs of al
of our ratepayers, a bill like this, 120 days?

And I'd Iike to know how you cane up
with 120 days, to be honest with you.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,
Madam President. No, | would not agree with the
statenent that this sonmehow undul y burdens ot her
cust omers.

We know t hat every few years there
are rate cases where the PSC determines if bills
are allowed to increase according to the
argunments that utility conpani es are making.

Now, that -- this bill is out of the
context of rate cases. So if a utility company
i s under investigation, we're assum ng that that
rate and what their electric charge is has not
changed.

And | would add that if -- and
again, bringing it back to this bill
specifically, and not to rate cases, during the
investigation utility conpanies will continue to
issue bills. |[If they are found innocent, even

after 120 days, they will be made whol e.
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Therefore, if the PSC determ nes they wll

receive the noney from custoners that they have

been, |I'm sure, arguing they deserve.
If -- if they are found innocent,
t hey have been overbilling and theoretically it

shoul d be a cost to no one for those custoners to
receive that decrease in their bill and
certainly, again, is outside of the context of a
rate case, which they can continue to go ahead
and submt a request for increase in the future.

SENATCOR MATTERA: Madam Pr esi dent
woul d t he sponsor still continue to yield,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MATTERA: So for sonebody
t hat has been opposing the CLCPA, we know that --
l"mgoing to feel that our rates have gone up
over a hundred percent in certain areas since the
CLCPA has been put forward.

You know, we have a chairman that |

respect, and a | ot of people in this room
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respect. He's been very fair, respectful, and
sonmebody that you can talk to. Do you feel that
Chairman Christian is failing at his job in any
way ?

Do you feel that -- in other words,
that right now we've put in place that we need
to -- we have to now put sonething forward when
we know t hat we have sonebody that's the chairmn
of the PSC that's doing a fine job?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,
Madam President. | will say that is not gernane
to this bill.

| think we understand that systens
and comm ssions and authorities are bigger than
any one person and bi gger than even their chair.
And they are systens that sonetines need to be
r ef or med.

That's why the State Senate and nany
of ny col |l eagues have introduced bills to reform
parts of the PSC, because we understand that
utility bills have been increasing. W want to
make sure that our constituents are well
repr esent ed.

Again, this is -- this is just one

bill as part of a broader package that seeks to
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reformthe system by addi ng additional consuner
protections to custoners when their utility
conpany is, again, found -- there's plausible and

credi bl e evidence that they may have i nproper

practices.

SENATOR MATTERA: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, would the sponsor still continue
to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MATTERA: Senat or, do you
feel that this is, |like, going to encourage
rat epayers?

You know, it's -- you know, | know
there's hard times. But | would |ove to know how
many phone calls you receive, because | haven't
received any in ny district. 1'd like to know,
do you feel that this isn't going to encourage
rat epayers, that 120 days?

And I'd Iike to know al so, too, if
they're found that, in other words, there was

wrongfully -- there was a wongful doing here, do
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you feel that -- how -- how could we put the
burden again on thenf

| just -- how can -- ny point is you
don't feel that this is going to encourage our
ratepayers in any way?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,
Madam President. No, | do not think any part of
this bill encourages nonpaynent.

The truth is that these utility
conpanies tend to be billion-dollar corporations
that can continue to operate even if they are not
receiving late fees or interest while they're
under investigation.

But what | do know, and to the
guestion of how nmany calls, |'ve received a
nunber of calls and outreach fromny constituents
who are struggling with their utility bills, and
dozens of constituents who show up to events that
we hol d around energy efficiency because they are
desperately trying to figure out how to save
every penny possi bl e.

So whereas a lot of these utility
conpani es are doing well, a lot of our
constituents are struggling with affordability

and are living paycheck to paycheck. So while
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this bill does not encourage nonpaynent, what it
does is allow the lights to stay on if those
constituents who are customers cannot keep up
with the cost of service.

And that can be life or death,
because as we know, there are peak days. It is
becom ng incredibly cold in the w nter,
incredibly hot in the summer, and every tine we
have a peak event, there are -- those without
energy or the ability to afford to keep the
lights on sonetines pass away because of
heat strokes or freezing to death. These are
real things that happen.

And so | really want to re-focus
this conversation away fromthe utility conpanies
and nore on what we're trying to do for everyday
New Yor kers.

SENATCOR MATTERA: Madam Pr esi dent
pl ease, would the sponsor still continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Yes.

SENATOR NMATTERA: But the PSC - -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MATTERA: "' m sorry.

The PSC does a fine job -- again,
you keep on saying, in other words, it's not
gernmane to the bill. But you're pretty much
saying that they're not doing their job to help
the ratepayer in New York State.

One hundred twenty days. That's a
good amount of days that -- that -- seriously,
it's going to be on the backs -- who's going to
be paying for this? W all say this all the
time, the ratepayer is going to be paying for
t hi s.

You keep on sayi ng no, but sonebody
has to pay for this, Senator. Again, the PSC
needs to do their job. You're pretty nuch saying
that they're not.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,
Madam President. [|'mnot saying that they're
not, I'msaying that they have a power that we
want to make sure is consistent and we want to
make sure that the standard is set that consuners
deserve this protection

Now, | want to be a little clear

because | think there's a |lot of focus on this
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120 days after the results of an investigation.

The only way, theoretically -- and
agai n, hypothetically -- that utility conpanies
woul d even be able to pass down costs woul d be
through a formal rate case. And that would
assunme that a formal rate case is happening in
this four-nonth cycle.

And when a rate case i s happeni ng,
the PSCis looking at it holistically. 1It's not
just in the context of a result of an
investigation, but a |lot of data around, for
exanpl e, the noney that utility conpany is paying
for normal things |ike upkeep and upgrades.

So there isn't actually a mechani sm
sinply if the -- in the case that a utility
conpany is found i nnocent and noney needs to be
returned for them that that is inmediately
soci al i zed anbngst the rest of the consuner base.

SENATCOR MATTERA: Madam Pr esi dent
just one nore question, please, if the sponsor
woul d continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MATTERA: So what happens
then? The -- there's an investigation goes on
and they're found that -- in other words, that
they're -- they need to pay the bill.

s there any interest? Wat happens
in a case like this? So what happens that
they're guilty, whatever, and they have to now
pay back -- is there any interest on top of this?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,
Madam President, that is for the PSC to

det er m ne.

SENATOR NMATTERA: Oh, so the PSC
agai n.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Yes. Correct.

SENATOR NMATTERA: Al'l right.

On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: On the
bill, Senator Mattera.

SENATCOR MATTERA: G eat. Thank
you, Madam Presi dent.

You know, this is just another way
of gouging all of our ratepayers that pay their
bills. W have the PSC, which does their job to

protect ratepayers in need. And this is
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something -- 120 days, this is just to encourage
people in a lot of ways not to pay their bills.

You know, as sonebody that went
yesterday to a very, very inportant day for the
NESE Wl lians pipeline that finally -- very, very
important. Yes, we need a plan and not a ban.
That was sonething that was a necessity -- | was
speaking with the PSC to nake sure that we have
nat ural gas capacity.

It was a total disgrace that we had
to go sit there and fight and put a | awsuit
forward, a natural gas ban |lawsuit. That keeps
our rates down.

Wnd, solar, and battery storage,
"Il say it all day long, is costing all of our
rat epayers trillions of dollars, which it's going
to be costing trillions of dollars to all the
ratepayers. Again, rates are going up over
100 percent and nore in the State of New York
Qur ratepayers are frustrated. I|I'mfrustrated
listening to what's happening with this.

And you know what? To go over there
yesterday and to go make sure that we have the
gas flowi ng, natural gas flowing for the right

reasons -- very, very inportant. That wll be
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keepi ng our rates down.

So you know what, Madam Presi dent ?
| ama no on this bill. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Are
there any other Senators w shing to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is

cl osed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Once agai n,
Madam Presi dent, we'll be restoring this to the

noncontroversi al cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
is restored to the noncontroversial cal endar.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 7. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
CGonzal ez to explain her vote.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thank you,
Madam President. | want to thank our | eader,

Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins, and ny

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3107

col | eagues in this conference.

At a time when affordability is top
of mind and there is very little in a positive
vi sion being provided for us at the federal
| evel, here in New York we understand that
utility bills are a key part of the strain for
many of our constituents.

And so | amproud to be part of a
chanber that is putting forward that positive
vision, and in realtinme being responsive to our
constituent's needs.

As we heard, we do have a climate
crisis and an affordability crisis. | believe a
bill I'ike mne, which focuses on consumer
protections, is at the intersection of both to
make sure people get the light and the heat they
need while also certainly ensuring that we have a
standard of protection in every fornmal
i nvestigation through the PSC.

So again, | just wanted to say thank
you to the | eader, thank you to my coll eagues,
and | certainly vote aye on this bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
CGonzal ez to be recorded in the affirmtive.

Senator Murray to explain his vote.
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SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

So in listening to the debate back
and forth, it rem nds me of when |I've talked to
sonme peopl e and sonebody bounces a check at a
bank, and then the bank inposes all these fees.
And they say, Well, if | had the noney to pay it
inthe first place, | could have paid the check
But | don't have the noney for the fees as well,
SO you're just tacking them on top.

And that's what kind of -- it
remnds me of this. |In this case you' ve got
sonmeone who's behind on their bills, they' re way
behind, to the point where they now go to an
i nvestigation, and now everythi ng pauses. And
we' re adding 120 days. They can't be cut off,
can't be penalized, can't anything, for 120 days
after the investigation's conplete, which is
going to add even nore tine on.

And it gets to the point where if
the ruling goes agai nst the custoner, they've now
dug that hole so deep there's no way to get out
of it. So then they end up getting di sconnected,
and everyone el se pays for what wasn't paid for

inthe first place. And that hole is nuch, much
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deeper. So it just compounds the problem

Let's concentrate on doing exactly
what everyone is saying. Let's concentrate on
lowering the rates in the first place.

For this, I'ma no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Murray to be recorded in the negative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 628, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Chan, Hel m ng, Mattera,
Murray, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Stec, Tedi sco,
Wal czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 41. Nays, 14.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
629, Senate Print 1553, by Senator Parker, an act
to amend the Public Service Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Lanza, why do you rise?

SENATCOR LANZA: Madam Pr esi dent, |
bel i eve there's an amendnent at the desk. |
wai ve the readi ng of that amendment and ask that

you recogni ze Senator Rolison
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator Lanza.

Upon review of the anendnent, in
accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B, | rule it
nonger mane and out of order at this tine.

SENATOR LANZA: Accordi ngly,

Madam Presi dent, | appeal the ruling of the chair
and ask that you recogni ze Senator Rolison to be
heard on that appeal.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
appeal has been nade and recogni zed, and
Senat or Rol i son may be heard.

Senat or Rol i son.

SENATOR ROLI SON: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

This bill amendnent is germane to
the bill-in-chief because the bill-in-chi ef
provides credits for excess electricity generated
by custonmer generators, and this anendnent woul d
provi de a one-year utility tax bill and surcharge
holiday and a two-year green energy tax holiday.

Madam Presi dent, you know, it's just
estimated that governnent taxes, fees and
mandat es account for roughly one-third of a

custoner's utility bill.
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Unfortunately, nmany of these taxes,
fees and mandat es, Madam President, they're
hi dden in your utility bill.

And t his amendnment woul d suspend t he
foll owing taxes for one year: The system benefit
charge, the tenporary state assessnent, slash
i ncrenental state assessnment charge, and the
renewabl e portfolio standard charge.

Now al so, Madam President, the bill
woul d suspend several green energy tariffs and
surcharges for two years.

Now, this amendment woul d deliver
meani ngful and inmediate relief to ratepayers who
are struggling with skyrocketing energy costs.
And as a |l egislative body, Madam President, we
nmust exam ne every avail abl e avenue to reduce
these utility costs. And that effort should
begin with actions we can take i medi ately,

t oday, including reducing taxes and fees.

Now, | think nost people in this
chanmber and outside this chanber know that |'m
for clean energy, but it nmust be done in a
responsi bl e and reasonabl e way, Madam Presi dent,
t hat does not continue to crush the pocketbooks

of all New Yorkers.
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Now, ny col | eague Senator Bail ey
said just a while ago on a previous bill, you
know, he likened it to we have to do |ike several
things in this chanmber -- and | think sonetinmes

we do, maybe right here we're falling a little

short -- but planting the seed that nay not grow
today but will growin the future.
| get that. | support that. |I'm

about planting seeds for the future and for today
as wel | .

But | woul d say, Madam President,
that this particular amendnment actually has
al ready germ nated. And what we do today we
don't have to wait for the seed to grow tonorrow
or three, four, five years down the road.

And for that reason
Madam President, | urge all of ny colleagues to
support this anendnent.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

| want to rem nd the house that the
vote is on the procedures of the house and the
ruling of the chair.

Those in favor of overruling the
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chair, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

SENATCOR LANZA: Show of hands.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: A show
of hands has been requested and so ordered.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 18.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Wal czyk, why do you rise?

SENATOR WALCZYK: Madam Pr esi dent
| hope the sponsor would yield for sone
guesti ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

So this bill that you're proposing
today woul d carry over net-netered energy
indefinitely, is that correct?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes. Ch, I'm

sorry, through you, Madam President, yes.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: And woul d the
sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. Wuld that net-netered energy
stay with the original custonmer, or would that
roll over to whoever takes over generation in
perpetuity?

SENATCOR PARKER: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you. The legislation, through net
nmetering, allows a credit that will stay with the
cust omer .

| think that's the question that
you're really trying to ask, as opposed to the
guestion whi ch you asked, which was does the
el ectricity -- the electricity is in the grid, so
the electricity doesn't follow the custonmer. The
credit of the energy that they generated fromthe
system stays with the custoner.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Madam Pr esi dent ,
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woul d t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Yeah, the
guestion was about the credit and whether that
will roll over, allowing themto purchase energy
or have a credit, essentially, to not purchase
ener gy.

So that would stay with the custoner
even if they've left that generating facility and
nmoved on with their life, in perpetuity, anywhere
el se that they live or register in the State of
New York or anywhere they're seated, they would
t hen have that nuch bill credit for the energy
that they used to produce years, decades prior at
anot her site?

Am | understanding that correctly?

SENATCOR PARKER: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you. It would be in the custoner's
account. So as long as the customer signs up

with that utility and that account, connected to
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t hat account, yes.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So if acredit in
perpetuity is given to a nunber of different
consuners who were once producers of electricity
in the State of New York, who's going to be
payi ng t he bal ance?

Wwn't the rest of the ratepayers of
the State of New York be paying the bal ance for
those credits in the future?

SENATCOR PARKER: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you.

| would |ove to be at a place in
whi ch we had so nuch retail distributed
generation that there were groups of people that
were holding up the grid and that there were a
bunch of us who were, you know, living off the

| and, soaking up the sun, and using as much
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el ectricity as we can.

The reality is what happens in this
system WMadam President, in real life is that
there are sone nonths in which you produce excess
electricity, and there are other nonths in which
you don't. And so it kind of balances itself
out .

There aren't -- there aren't, you
know, people with generation systens that are
doi ng distributed energy who are wal ki ng around
with like |arge accounts of credits that they
are -- that are unused. It's just -- it's not a
thing in this nonment.

And so at this nonent, and how this
really works in real life, is that nost people
some nonths are paying nothing and sonetinmes if
t hey' re producing, you know, their own
generation, sone nonths have very small bills.

SENATOR WALCZYK: WI1l the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

But currently it's on an annual
basis, right? You can accrue credits for a year.

So in your nonth-to-nonth exanple,
if you have sol ar panels on your roof, for
exanple, then you're going to get the credit in
t he sunnier nonths, you'll be produci ng maybe
nore than you're actually using at your
resi dence, and then in the darker nonths of
New York's winter, then you would be using those
credits to offset the very high heating costs in
the State of New York. And currently it's annua
on that basis, isn't it?

SENATOR PARKER: Thr ough you,
Madam President, there's an annual rollover of
credits. Right? So that at the end of the year,
i f you have produced nore than you used, then
there's an annual rollover of credits.

But al so the exanple is not quite
ri ght because in some places, depending on how
you are set up, you nmay or may not have your
heati ng systemset up to electricity. So

theoretically we will get to a place where, you
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know, hopefully everybody's heating or the vast
majority of people's heating will be set up to

electricity, but that's not necessarily always

t he case.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam President. Anything in this bill that wll
| oner energy costs for the regular consuner
tomorrow, next nonth, in the next year?

SENATCOR PARKER: Madam Pr esi dent
distributed energy is already in this very nonent
| owering energy costs.

Let's be very clear. The rise in
energy costs over the |ast nunber of years has to
do with gl obal phenonena that are outside of
really the realmof the State of New YorKk.

We are in fact doing the best that
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we can to in fact help our citizens, our

rat epayers, you know, the fol ks who are working
and living every day in our state. And we're
trying to create a dynam c in which we can keep
their utility rates |ow.

But the reality is it is Putin's war
on Ukraine and Trunp's illegal war on Iran which
have a del eterious effect on the global price of
natural gas. And it is that global price of
natural gas which has in fact created | arge
spikes in energy and utility costs across the
nation, not just here in the State of New York

And so the CLCPA actually, if and
when fully inplenmented, would actually | ower
costs. Right? Because it actually is cheaper to
run solar, wind, battery storage, hydro, co-gen
you know, thermal energy, than it is to run
fossil fuels.

We al so just need nore generation.
Because even if we elimnated the CLCPA right now
we don't have enough electrical |oad to neet the
demands of the people of the State of New York
And so nore generation would in fact help that.

So | continue to be an advocate for

both the full inplenmentation of the CLCPA and the
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full inplenentation of cap-and-invest, that would
bot h create enough resources for us to inplenent
t he program but then al so provide the kind of
deep savings in utility costs that we woul d need
to of fset the global phenonena that we're dealing
wi th, you know, because of Trunp and sone of the
ot her things that are happening gl obally.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Whul d t he sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Maybe 1'11l spend
time correcting the record on sone geopolitics
and where natural gas is actually inported and
exported from But 1'd like to stick to the
ger maneness of the bill now.

Ceopolitics aside, New York State is
50. 7 percent above the national average in energy
costs. A nunber of coll eagues here today, and
you i ncluded, M. Chairman, have said this

package of bills will |ower energy costs for
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New Yor kers.

How nmuch nore conpetitive with the
rest of the nation, which is on the sane gl obe --
how much nore conpetitive with the rest of the
nation? WIIl we be 30 percent above the national
average after this package of legislation is
passed, 10 percent above the national average?
WIl we be at or below the national average in
energy costs after this package of bills today?

SENATCOR PARKER: Madam Pr esi dent, |
don't think that anybody in this conference or
anywhere in the state is suggesting that there is
in fact a silver bullet that is in fact going to
address all of the needs that we have to deal
with and in context of utility affordability.

However, |'mvery proud to have been
the chair of the Energy and Tel econmuni cati ons
Comm ttee over the |last nunmber of years when we
have put forward several packages every single
year -- and in fact, this is our second package
on utility affordability this year -- to address
t hese issues.

And so if in fact, you know, the
bills that we passed earlier, the bills that

we're going to pass today get passed by the
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Assenbly, signed by the Governor and inpl enented,
| promi se you that we will significantly reduce
utility costs.

Now, what exactly those costs are or
what the exact nunber is, | don't know off the
top of my head. But | do know that we'll be
better than what we're currently facing.

| also know that it's better than
any ot her proposal that's been brought forward by
any ot her conpeting group of people in the
Legi slature. That no one has put forward as mnuch
around utility affordability as this conference
has over the | ast decade, and that's just sinply
t he fact.

And by the way, it's cute to say
phrases, Madam President, |ike "geopolitics
aside,"” but the reality is the global price of
natural gas is what keeps people's utility prices
hi gh, peri od.

You can say forget all the other --
you know, forget it, but you can't forget it
because that's in fact the reason. Right? So
you have to conme fromthe right place in order to
under stand where we're goi ng, where we're going

to. Right?
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And so here we are trying to address
a fewthings. | think there may be other things
that we can do. | don't think anybody's clainm ng
these are the only things that we can do.

What we are saying, though, is that
we have ideas about what needs to be done. And
not only are we tal king about it, we're putting
our noney where our nmouth is by standing here in
our Legislature, passing these bills, voting on
those bills, sending themto the other house and
to the Governor for their approval, and fighting
to make sure that utility prices in the State of
New York are as |low as they can be.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Madam Pr esi dent
on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Wal czyk on the bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Yup, a second
package of energy bills. Look, some of these --
sone of these are fine. Sone of these will do
not hing. Sone of themare hurtful, frankly, to
rat epayers in nuanced ways. Mst of themare
pretty nmuch not hing.

And | would counter the |ast point

t hat was made about hel pful ideas that have been
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brought forward in this chanber. |In fact, one
here today, to take the governnment cost off of
your utility bills, was shot down -- for its
ger maneness, okay, follow ng the procedures of
t he house.

Try and take that back to your
constituency. Explain to them how you shot down
a piece of legislation that would renove all the
government taxes and fees for a year on their
energy bills because it was ungermane or because
you were follow ng the procedures of the house.

They don't want excuses, they want
real action to |lower their energy bills now,

t onorrow, next nonth.

Qur natural gas comes from Canada
and Pennsylvania. | got it, there's gl obal
pricing on those things. But to understand on
your utility bills, we need nore supply of energy
in the State of New York. W need nore supply.
We don't have enough supply. W' re not producing
enough el ectrons. That drives up the cost of
electricity.

W have too nmuch demand. Mich of
t he demand has been passed through this chanber

on electrification of everything in the State of

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3126

New York. So that drives up denand.

Delivery, on your utility bills,
that's the cost of the utility bringing it to
your house. And worth debati ng.

The other piece that's worth
debating that we do bring forward are the taxes,
fees, surcharges, assessnents -- green energy
noney pots and social welfare prograns that we
have janmed into people's utility bills.

They don't want to hear the excuses
anynore. They want this stuff off of their
utility bills and they want the cost of their
utility bill | owered.

Wth that, Madam President, | urge
nmy col |l eagues to vote no. And I'll be doing so.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Borrel |l 0?

SENATOR BORRELLO On the bill,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Borrello on the bill.

SENATCOR BORRELLO You know, | know
this bill and all the others that have been put
forth as an urgent need to reduce utility costs.

This is the third year in a row that we've voted
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on this bill. And pretty nmuch every bill that

wi || has been brought forth today as part of this
package, this urgent need, is the third or fourth
year that we've voted on this bill.

So apparently it's not all that
urgent. Apparently we're just filling sonme tine
here and trying to make up sone excuses.

| heard a | ot of things about it's
the reliance on fossil fuel here in New York
State that's the reason why our utility bills are
so high. That's just sinply not true.

The State of Pennsylvania relies
heavily to generate electricity through natural
gas and nucl ear power, and our rates are
50 percent higher than the State of
Pennsyl vania -- and as has been said, 50 percent
hi gher than the national average.

So it's not that. |It's once again
that we have told utility conpanies: Do not
invest here. Do not invest in infrastructure.

And the infrastructure is failing.
And our supply is dwindling. That's why our
rates are high, because of bad policies passed in
t hi s chanber because of the CLCPA. Wich is

saying in another 10, 15, 20 years you're going

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3128

to be out of business, and we haven't figured out
what we're going to replace that business wth.
Because it will not be wind and solar; it wll
not be enough.

So we continue to watch this gane,

t hi s dangerous gane of nusical chairs where we
are taking away sources of power and replacing it
wi th nothing except for hopes and dreans and

i deas.

Goal s are not plans. W have no
pl an to achi eve any of these radical goals.
That's why our bills are going up. That's why
people are fleeing this state. That's why peopl e
cannot afford to do this, to generate electricity
here in New York State.

And by the way, that's not just ne
saying it. It's not the people that actually
generate real power that are saying it. |It's
al so NYSERDA and the Public Service Commi ssion
that have said the exact same thing. W are not
investing in reliable sources of base energy here
in New York State, basel oad power.

We cannot generate enough, and we
are failing as a result. And as the costs are

goi ng up, we are seeing our reliability go down.
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We are headed down a path of becom ng a
third-world nation here in New York State where
you don't know everyday whether or not, when you
flip on that switch, that the lights are actually
going to go on. That's the problemthat we have.

W have to stop this insanity. W
have to restore reliable, affordable energy here
in New York State. And this package of bills
isn't going to do any of that.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Are
there any other Senators w shing to be heard?

Senat or Parker on the bill?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

We can have different opinions, but
we have to agree on the facts. And the facts are
the facts. And you can ask NYSERDA, you can ask
Madam Presi dent, you know, the ISC they wll
tell you that it is the global cost of natura
gas that has led to gl obal spikes in energy
prices. This is not sinply a New York dynam c.

But we're responsible for New York
and so what we're doing is standing here and

taking the lead, as we always do here in the

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3130

Denocrati c Conference of the State Senate.

And so peopl e can ignore science,
t hey can ignore geopolitics, they can ignore, you
know, Donald Trunp, who has caused illegal wars,
who has put a kibosh -- we need -- I'"'mgoing to
agree with Senator Wal czyk, we need nore
generation here. W need nore generation. But
when we try to do offshore wi nd, Donald Trunp,
who's in his -- who's the | eader of his party,
put the kibosh onit. Wen we tried to invest in
new generation to create nore electrons, it was
the | eader of that party that went and deci ded
that we should not be able to produce of fshore
wi nd, to produce nore electrons for our state.

The reality is we are, whether
anybody recognizes it or not, in the mddle of a
gl obal catastrophe as it relates to climate.
Last year we had the hottest sumrer on record,
foll owed by the col dest winter on record. What
are we doing here? Wat are we tal ki ng about ?

And the reality is that we have
| oad, yes, that is increasing. And so we have
been trying to do our best to do all of the
things that need to be done while simultaneously

understanding that clinate change is happening.
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And so voting against these bills --
and the reason why these bills come up year after
year after year is because we're dedicated to the
cause. But everybody el se has not caught up with
us yet, and we're clear about that. And so we do
what we nust, which is push forward. Wichis to
continue to bring these inportant ideas to the
forefront, to pass this legislation and hopefully
eventually get to a pl ace.

Most bills don't pass the first tinme

they come out. Actually in the State of New York

the average bill takes three years to pass, the
average bill. And sone of the things that we're
tal ki ng about here are well beyond average. It

took us six years to pass the CLCPA, and that was
once we started to -- that was once we started
debating it, it took six years.

And so, you know, we're here
fighting for the lives of our future. That this
is not just about imediate prices, which we
obvi ously want to address, but we're
si mul t aneousl y doi ng what we al ways do, deal wth
conpeting priorities. And so we have a priority
on one hand of lowering utility prices, but

si mul t aneously of al so | ooking at climte change
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and tal king about how we address that as well.

And t hey sinultaneously have to be
done. And we have to do that while al so
si mul taneously fighting a hostile federal
government that does not understand science.

Don't apparently understand war or gl obal energy
prices either, or the prices of anything, given
how much prices have gone up after this country
has el ected sonebody who prom sed that they were
going to |l ower prices and not get us into any

gl obal wars. And |I'm saying that has a direct
ef fect on what we're doing here.

And so what this bill attenpts to do
is to put the power in the hands of the people in
our communities. That if you feel like your
electric bill is too high, call NYSERDA. W have
progranms to help you get into distributed energy
prograns that will inmediately |ower your bills
as those systens get online.

You may get a sol ar device on your
house that allows you to net-neter it, to net
neter. You can get, you know, battery storage.
You can, you know, dependi ng on how much room you
have, you can get, you know, w nd turbines.

Ri ght ? You can devel op co-gen, you know,
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projects. And NYSERDA has resources.

And so the noney that we collect in
things like the system benefit charge and the
RGE funds are used to in fact go back into the
pockets of our constituents as they go into these
di stributed network progranms that allow themto
both | ower their carbon footprint, to get nore
energy, right, and al so produces full-tine jobs
at a living wage with benefits to New Yorkers
every single day. Right?

And so if you want to | ook at one of
the fastest-growi ng sectors of where full-tine
j obs are being created right here in the State of
New York, it's in clean energy.

And so we stand here proud of the
work that we have done over the |ast nunber of
years to bring forward a set of bills that
address the issue of utility affordability, but
si mul t aneously proud of the work that we have
done fighting for and mai ntaining the CLCPA,
under standi ng that gl obal clinate change is a
reality. And it's sonmething that we're
experiencing, and it has a |ife-and-death effect
on conmunities every single day.

And so, Madam President, | vote aye

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3134

on this bill, and I also ask nmy coll eagues to
vote aye as well.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Are
there any other Senators w shing to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is

cl osed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
we've agreed to restore this bill to the

noncontroversi al cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
is restored to the noncontroversial cal endar.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Rhoads to explain his vote.

SENATCOR RHOADS: Madam Pr esi dent, |
plan on voting for this |egislation because | do
t hi nk that consuners shoul d receive the benefit
of the electricity that is generated through

their own efforts.
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But | am concerned about some of the
comment s that have been made in this chamber.
Facts, in fact, are facts. The fact of the
matter is we've heard everything except what
we' re doing wong here in New York State as a
reason for why utility costs are so nuch higher.

Because the plans that we're putting
forward in this chanber are not working. Putin
still exists for every other state in the
United States. Donald Trunp is still president
in every other state in the United States besides
New Yor k.

But what | don't hear as an
expl anation for why residential utility rates are
50.7 percent higher here in New York than the
national average. Comrercial utility rates are
61. 6 percent higher than the national average,
here in New York

The problemis here in New York
with the policies that come out of this chanber,
and we continue to ignhore it.

| amvoting in the affirmative, but
we need to take a | ook at the real root cause,
not | ook for excuses el sewhere.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
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Rolison {sic} to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 629, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Walczyk and Wi k.

Ayes, 52. Nays, 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
633, Assenbly Bill Nunber 8410, by
Assenbl ynmenber Barrett, an act to anend the
Public Authorities Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Lanza, why do you rise?

SENATCOR LANZA: Madam Pr esi dent, |
bel i eve there's an amendnent at the desk. |
wai ve the readi ng of that amendnment and ask that
you recogni ze Senator O Mara.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator Lanza.

Upon review of the anendnent, in
accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B, | rule it
nonger mane and out of order at this tine.

SENATOR LANZA: Accordi ngly,

Madam Presi dent, | appeal the ruling of the chair

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3137

and ask that Senator O Mara be heard on that
appeal .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
appeal has been nade and recogni zed, and
Senat or O Mara may be heard.

Senat or O Mar a.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Madam Presi dent, for the opportunity to be heard
on the appeal of your ruling of germaneness.

This bill is conpletely germane --
t he amendnent is conpletely germane to the
bill-in-chief here because it deals not just with
NYSERDA, but also with the reporting of NYSERDA

And we have reporting from NYSERDA
in hand that has been provided to this
Legi sl ature that says that NYSERDA is hol ding
about $2.4 billion in surcharges they've
col l ected pursuant to the CLCPA, and that utility
conpanies are currently holding in excess of
$600 mllion that they've collected in surcharges
that they're waiting for NYSERDA to ask for it to
be sent over.

So it's in excess of $3 billion that
is sitting and avail abl e to NYSERDA.

To make matters worse, the reporting
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we have from NYSERDA is that this balance, this
excess of over $2 billion, $2.4 billion that
NYSERDA has right now, according to their own
reporting, will be a revenue excess of over

$2 billion for several years into the future as
far as their financial reporting goes.

We've had a |l ot of bills here today
about trying to deal, going forward, with these
excessive rates and the growing rates in New York
State. But we've done nothing today that wll
provide inmediate relief to ratepayers.

And this body has had two
opportunities to do that today: This bill and
amendnment before us now, that would return those
excess revenues of $3 billion to the ratepayers
at atime that it is nost needed; and the
previ ous amendnent by Senator Rolison that would
give us a tax and surcharge holiday going
forward, so that ratepayers didn't have to pay
those in this time of high bills.

We talk a | ot about customers being
in arrears, about 1.4 mllion custoners in
arrears. And that nunber of custoners is grow ng
because of the growing utility costs that we have

in New York State. Yet we're doing nothing here

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3139

today that actually would i medi ately provide
sone relief and | ower costs to househol ds on
their utility bills.

You know, a | ot of conplaining here
about NYSERDA costs, their surcharges, actions
that the Public Service Conm ssion has taken. W
knew t his was goi ng happen before 2019, when this
body passed the CLCPA. | warned and several
others warned that in a short time we'll be here
with the majorities pointing their fingers at
NYSERDA and the PSC and DEC for these rising
rates, and saying "l didn't raise your rates, the
Public Service Comm ssion did it. NYSERDA did
it. DEC s doing it with their requirenents and
regul ations."

Vel |, Madam President, the entire
CLCPA was set up for this so that this
Legi slature has no direct fingerprints on actual
rate increases, but gave all the authority to the
Publ i c Service Conm ssion and NYSERDA and DEC to
enact rules and regul ations that this body
doesn't vote on, that have led in large part to
t hese increasing rates that we have.

And as was previously stated, this

CLCPA was worked on for about six years prior to
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its passage in 2019. And during that tine, there
was never a cost-benefit analysis done on what
the costs of these requirenents were going to be
to ratepayers or New Yorkers going forward.
There still has been no cost-benefit anal ysis of
what these costs are going to be going forward.

Yet when presented with two
opportunities today, clear opportunities to
i mredi ately provide sone relief -- and it's not
enough, trust ne, but it's something -- the
Majority in this house votes no.

| vote yes to provide sone relief to
rat epayers in New York State, as do ny col |l eagues
on this side of the aisle.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

| want to rem nd the house that the
vote is on the procedures of the house and the
ruling of the chair.

Those in favor of overruling the
chair, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

SENATCOR LANZA: Show of hands.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: A show
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of hands has been requested and so ordered.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 18.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
ruling of the chair stands, and the bill-in-chief
is before the house.

Senat or Wl czyk.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Madam Pr esi dent
"' m back. Wbuld the sponsor yield for sone
guestions?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATCR COWRI E: Madam Pr esi dent
yes, | yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. And thank you

Do you bel i eve NYSERDA shoul d be
nore transparent with how they spend the billions
in ratepayer noney that was just nentioned by our
col | eague here on the floor?

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent, yes.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And woul d the
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sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR COWRI E: | vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. Do you share the concerns that
| have and many do about spending ratepayer noney
that they collect? Specifically, do you believe
there's enough | egislative oversight over
NYSERDA?

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent, no.

| " ve been tal king about the fact
t hat NYSERDA and the Public Service Conm ssion
and the way that they do their rate cases, the
way that they're holding on to noney, is a
travesty and needs to be revi ewed and anended.

The fact that they are hol ding, as
Senator O Mara just said, billions of dollars,
that they wait till there's another rate case to
return back to the utilities, is a travesty. And
t hat needs to be fixed.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And woul d the
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sponsor continue to yield.

SENATOR COWRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam President. So there's already a
requirenent in |law that every six nonths NYSERDA
report to the Legislature. Currently they have
to report, give a full report to the Senate
Finance Commttee and the chair of the Assenbly
Ways and Means Conmitt ee.

But | noticed in this bill you're
asking for that report to also go to the chair of
the Energy Commttees in both houses.

s that report -- | haven't seen it,
and |'ve had a hard time getting any public
informati on out of NYSERDA when | want to | ook,
especially within the last six nonths or year,
about how they've spent ratepayer noney.

| s that because that report isn't
filtering down to get to us rank-and-file
| egi sl ators?

SENATOR COWVRI E: No. Through you,
Madam Presi dent, the issue is clarity. And the

issue is so that people can see a fiscal clarity,
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that there can be actually a clear accounting,
that there can be nore transparency about how the
report is devel oped.

And because even the advocates, the
experts that are trying to advocate to push back
on the different rate cases that are com ng up
have troubl e understanding the reports that are
out now.

So ny bill, which is focused on
maki ng sure that there's a transparency and sone
illumnation in what the agency is doing, can be
transmtted down and through to other people.
Because as you said, it's difficult to get.
Sonetinmes the advocates can't even see the
reports now when they're put out biannually.

So we're asking for it to be
delivered to additional folk, that it be expanded
to include the Energy chairs, to ensure broader
| egi sl ative and public oversight, which is
appropriate given the scale of these resources.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

Madam President, will the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR COWRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And do you know
how -- through you, Madam President, do you know
how much rat epayer noney NYSERDA is currently
sitting on in a pot that we don't have accounting
of , and how nuch they've asked the utilities to
set aside after they've collected it from
rat epayers before NYSERDA calls it over then to
spend that noney? Do you know t he accounti ng
t here?

SENATOR COVRI E: l"mnot -- we're
not 100 percent clear on that nunber, and that's
one of the reasons why we're asking for this bil
to be represented as well, so that we can get
nore transparency on exactly what NYSERDA has,
what nonies they' re hol ding, and why they're
holding it.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

Madam President, on the bill.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Wal czyk on the bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So this bill here
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isn't about reduci ng anybody's energy bills, but
| did nention earlier in the package there are
some bills that are good. This is good.

The New York State Energy Research
and Devel opnment Authority doesn't really do
research; they farmit out to third parties.
They don't really -- they do sonme devel opnent,
maybe. But they certainly express plenty of
authority in the State of New York to roll over
everything fromhonme rule to ratepayers.

Earlier some facts came up. Well,
let's talk about the facts. According to
NYSERDA, which we don't get a whole |ot of
transparency from when the CLCPA is fully
implenmented it will cost 60 percent nore than it
does today for delivery trucks to deliver food
and goods to New Yorkers. Four grand nore per
househol d in energy costs; $3.23 nore for a
gal l on of gas for New Yorkers filling up at the
punp.

Who' s nmaking your bill go up? That
came up today plenty of times in debate. kay,
wel |, yeah, we could discuss the gl obal
environment. But here in New York -- and that's

our job, this is the New York State Senate --
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|"ve heard fingers pointed at the Public Service
Conmmi ssi on.

Wel |, guess what, the Governor
appoints them and you confirmthe Public Service
Conmmi ssi on conmi ssioners. The Public Service
Comm ssion is follow ng | aws that you pass
t hrough this chanber and through the Assenbly and
who the Governor signs into | aw

And |'ve heard fingers pointed at
utilities. Well, those utilities are also
foll owi ng your |aws, the ones that you've brought
to the floor of this chanber, that you've passed
here and in the Assenbly and gotten signed into
| aw by the Governor.

So who's naking New Yorkers' bills
go up? It's you! Surprise, it's you! The
policies that you pass here in Al bany, those are
t he reasons that New Yorkers' bills are
50. 7 percent higher than the national average
energy bills. So take a look in the mrror.

However, | will say on this bill,
Madam Presi dent, we do need nore transparency for
NYSERDA, and | appl aud nmy col | eague for bringing
it to the floor.

| vote aye
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, the debate

i s closed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
we've agreed to restore this bill to the

noncontroversi al cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
is restored to the noncontroversial cal endar.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Har ckham to explain his vote.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you very
much, Madam Presi dent.

| just want to correct for the
record. We just heard sone nunbers from our

col | eague across the aisle that was based on the
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so-cal | ed NYSERDA neno of cherry-pi cked nunbers
that actually use a cost per carbon -- at the
risk of getting in the wonky weeds here, a price
per ton of carbon five tinmes that of the highest
nearest state, which would be California at 37.
This was at $175 per ton.

New Yor k woul d never, ever approach
a policy like that. It was, shall we say,
irresponsible, | believe, for the adm nistration
to have used those nunbers to start this debate.

But for other folks to continue to
further use irresponsible and unrealistic nunbers
| don't think helps the conversation.

On this bill, I thank my col |l eague.
"1l be voting yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Harckhamto be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
686, Senate Print 1966, by Senator Ryan, an act
to amend the Social Services Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3150

Wal czyk, why do you rise?

SENATOR WALCZYK: Madam Pr esi dent
| hope the sponsor would yield for sone
guesti ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RYAN: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam President. WII this bill |ower supply
charges, delivery charges, or take off any
government taxes or fees fromutility bills?

SENATOR RYAN: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Before | answer that,
Senat or Walczyk, | will say | want to thank you
for your vote in the affirmative on this | ast
year, so on the bipartisanship. And the year
prior. So thank you.

WIIl this bill |ower prices?
think it just hel ps consuners get the help they
need, no.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Madam Pr esi dent ,
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woul d t he sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RYAN: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, how would it do that?

SENATCOR RYAN: So what this bill
does, programthe automatic enrollnent --
automatic reenrol |l mrent of HEAP. So obviously
those that are in need of help to pay for their
energy, to keep their lights on, to keep their
heat on, obviously to utilize that benefit.

It helps to reenroll themor it
reenrolls themautomatically so they won't have
to do so thenselves. So it streanlines the
process, gets those that need the help in a
better way, nore effective way.

SENATOR WALCZYK: WI1l the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR RYAN: Yes,
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Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam President. Yeah, and for those reasons, |
was happy to support it.

It sounded familiar, so | did a
little bit of digging. And while |I was
di sappointed that it didn't have an Assenbly
sponsor and pass in that house, | did alittle
nor e di ggi ng.

Are you famliar with Section 131 of
t he Soci al Services Law?

SENATOR RYAN: Yes.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Madam Pr esi dent
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RYAN: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So I -- through
you, Madam President. | reached out to a social

servi ces conm ssioner to ask about the inpact of
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this legislation. It sounded |like it may even
save them sone paperwork. But they described
this bill as redundant and unnecessary.

|"mnot sure if you' re aware of the
ti meline of Social Services Law 131, Section 131.
But this was the chapter of -- Chapter No. 764 of
2023. It went into effect in Decenber of 2024,
whi ch neant |ast year, after your |egislation
came up, the actual -- the six nonths after,
which really becane the full effective statute,
to already place this in under the Ofice of
Tenporary and Disability Assistance, to include
HEAP with those other pieces. It already exists
in sonething that they call automated file
mat chi ng.

Are you aware of that, that section
that this is already in statute?

SENATOR RYAN: Yes.

SENATOR WALCZYK: (I naudi bl e
overtal k.)

SENATOR RYAN: Wel 1, through you,
Madam President. Well, if | my, | don't -- so,
Senator, | don't know who you spoke to, | don't
know where they were, what county.

| amvery much conpletely, fully
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aware that OIDA administers this. | also know
that counties, through social services.

But the point of this is to help
streanline. So those especially now that utility
bills are higher, in a -- especially in a winter
i ke we had before where we're using nore energy,
usi ng nore heat, everybody can use as nuch hel p
as they can get. It streamines the process and
hel ps those that m ght otherwise fall out of the

programto ensure they don't fall out of the

program
So | think in the way that we help

people, | think it's also kind of a good consuner

protection bill as it is a good energy bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Madam Pr esi dent
briefly on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Wal czyk on the bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Yeah. So
Section 131 of the Social Services Lawis the
automated identification of OIDA assistance
program participants. It includes public
assi stance, hone energy assi stance program ng,
any ot her incone-based prograns, and includes a

utility corporation affordability program giving
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the onus for utility conpanies to ensure that if

sonmebody qualifies for these things, there has to
be a sharing of information between OTDA and the

utility conpany to ensure that they don't | ose

t hat HEAP benefit and that it carries over.

In fact, OTDA -- and this is a
"shall," not a "may" -- they take that matching
file, shall be, if confirnmed as eligible for such
utility corporation affordability prograns by the
utility corporation enrolled in such utility
corporation affordability prograns by the utility
corporation, within 60 days of receipt by the
utility corporation the results of the automated
file match.

So that nmeans within 60 days the
utility has to make sure if sonmeone qualifies for
HEAP, that they do it in fact get that carryover.
It puts the onus on utilities, and that's already
in | aw.

So what are the proposed changes in
your bill?

SENATOR RYAN: No proposed changes.

SENATOR WALCZYK: |"msorry, | was
on the bill. Through you, Madam President, woul d

t he sponsor yi el d.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATCOR RYAN: Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So how does your
bill change the statute?

SENATOR RYAN: So to -- just very
sinply, it codifies the program It codifies
t hat nobody falls out, nakes sure that everything
is being done to effectively get people their
HEAP benefits that they desperately need.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Madam Pr esi dent
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RYAN: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Yeah, just -- and
| do support the concept and obviously supported
this bill in the past. I'ma little concerned

about sonme of the | anguage.
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So the statute, the law right now
requires OTDA to work with the utility conpanies
and to push this information dowmn. It takes that

off of the social services districts.

The way that your bill is witten,
it says each social service district shall, for
every heating season, automatically reenroll. So

this puts the onus back onto the social services
districts.

| " mjust concerned that that
redundant and what's been described to nme as
unnecessary and confusing legislation, trying to
neet the sane intent that's already in |aw, nmay
in fact be unnecessary.

SENATCOR RYAN: So what this -- so
this is the underlying HEAP reenrollment. It
doesn't make any changes to OTDA.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

Madam President, on the bill.

SENATOR RYAN: Again -- | just want
to say, again, it doesn't nake any changes, thus
ensuring that those that need this inportant
benefit the nost get the help that they need.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Madam Pr esi dent

woul d t he sponsor yiel d?
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RYAN: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: I's there an
Assenbly sponsor for this bill?

SENATCOR RYAN: Not that |'m aware
of , no.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Madam Pr esi dent
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RYAN: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Last year this
was passed in January, before the current |aw
cane into full effect. WII there be an
Assenbly sponsor on this bill this year?

SENATOR RYAN: | certainly hope so.
Through you, Madam President, | certainly hope

SO.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Hel m ng, why do you rise?

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,

Madam President. On the bill, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Hel m ng on the bill.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you.

The bill before us requires that al
social service districts automatically reenrol
househol ds i n HEAP.

| think this could be a nuch better
bill, a rmuch stronger bill, if it included actual
sol utions for hel pi ng househol ds get off HEAP by
bri ngi ng down the cost of utilities.

This bill, and | want to tal k about
t he broader package of energy bills that were
passed today, does nothing to | ower energy costs.
This bill and the others that we voted on do not
i ncrease energy supply, they do nothing to
address energy reliability. And they don't get
to the reason why New Yorkers are paying sone of

t he highest electricity prices in the nation.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3160

Now, during an earlier debate |
heard a nmenber say that facts are facts and the
M nority Conference needs to get on board with
the facts. Here's a fact for you. Recent data
shows New York's residential electricity
rates are well above the national average, and
t hey have been for years.

Here's another fact for everyone.
New York State's rates are rising faster than the
national trend. Qut in my district, the Denocrat
& Chronicle reported that nearly 67,000 R&E
househol ds were behind on their bills at the end
of 2025. Statew de, nore than 400,000 househol ds
had their power shut off |ast year.

And according to NYSERDA, their
recent neno, people can expect their energy
costs, their yearly bills, to go up by hundreds
of dollars.

Now, | al so heard a comment about
how we have to start sonewhere and that's why
these bills are on the floor. There was a |ot of
back and forth about will these bills actually do
anything to | ower costs.

Well, it was pointed out earlier,

sone of these bills have been around for a nunber
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of years. And here's another fact. Bills have
i ncreased, they have not gone down.

There was tal k about planting seeds,
t hat we have to start sonewhere. And | would
offer this, that the seeds that we should be
pl anting today should be rooted in sound policy,
not based on political party affiliation.

Because right now these policies are not getting
to the root cause.

Peopl e and busi nesses, we all said
it today, everyone gets the calls in their
offices, they're suffering. And for sonme of them
it's so bad that they continue to | eave our
state. Sone of themtake their jobs with them

We should bring to this floor great
solutions regardl ess of political party
affiliation. W had two great bills on the floor
t oday brought through the hostile amendnent
process. They were voted down. They're common
sense. One would give energy tax relief to
everyone by renoving governnent taxes. Wo can
di sagree with that? Wy would you disagree with
t hat ?

W al so voted down today -- well,

some nenbers voted down today returning nore than
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$3 billion to ratepayers that's just sitting in a
NYSERDA f und.

Qur conference has real solutions
t hat i ncrease supply, reduce costs, restore |ocal
deci si on- maki ng, and check sone of the powers of
ORES, NYSERDA, PSC, which we've all voiced
concerns about.

Madam Presi dent, these are the rea
steps that we need to take if we want to address
the affordability crisis, the energy crisis
that's happening in our state.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, the debate

is closed.

Senator G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: We have agreed
to restore this bill to the noncontroversi al

cal endar, Madam Presi dent .
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
is restored to the noncontroversial cal endar.
Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Ryan to explain his vote.

SENATOR RYAN: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| obviously want to speak on this
bill, about the Hone Energy Assistance Program
But, you know, as unaffordability continues to
persist, you know, New Yorkers are certainly
desperate to neet the cost of |iving.

We tal ked a | ot about energy here,
talked a lot about it. And | think it was just
said if we could do sonmething about this or in
this bill to reduce energy costs.

| can't -- | can't do anythi ng about
ending tariffs, the cost increases of alum num
copper, electrical transforners that are through
the roof that unfortunately energy utility
conpani es have to pass on to us.

The volatility of gas on the gl obal
mar ket seenms to be not really things that people

want to discuss. O the fact that | put
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14 gallons of gas in ny car yesterday -- or |ast
week, and it cost nme $67.

But | guess we'll continue to bl ane
a law that hasn't gone into effect yet or that
we're getting sued that hasn't gone into effect.

So this bill, which requires re --
automatic reenrol |l nent of HEAP will take one
worry off the mnds of fol ks who al ready have
enough to worry about. Every year thousands of
| ow-i ncome househol ds nmust reapply for HEAP,
of ten navi gati ng paperwork, deadli nes,
adm nistrative hurdles. Too often eligible
residents | ose access to the assistance not
because they can no | onger qualify, but because
they m ssed a deadline or encountered barriers in
t he application process.

This legislation directs soci al
service districts to automatically reenrol
househol ds currently receiving HEAP benefits as
long as they remain eligible under the state
gui del i nes.

So, you know, it al so reduces
adm ni strative costs on the counties. W like to
tal k about that, right, the unfunded -- or as I

like to call some of ny legislation the reverse
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mandate. This is what this does, commopbnsense
reform

And, you know, as | said |ast week
or a couple of weeks ago on the bill, the
one-house, utility rates are also really, really
high in other states |ike Pennsylvania, and they
don't have the CLCPA. So let's start having a
real conversation about what really drives energy
costs.

Thank you. | vote in the
affirmati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Ryan to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 686, voting in the negative:
Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 54. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk today?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
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no further

adj ourn unt

11: 00 a. m

busi ness at the desk.
SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
il tonorrow, Thursday, April 16th, at

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: On

notion, the Senate stands adjourned until

Thursday, April 16th, at 11:00 a. m

adj our ned.)

(Whereupon, at 5:25 p.m, the Senate
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