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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
Senate will please cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite with nme the Pl edge of
Al | egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Fat her
Peter G Young, of Modther Teresa Conmunity in
Al bany, is with us today to offer an
i nvocati on.

REVEREND YOUNG Thank you
Senat or .

Let us pray.

As Senators, God has given us and
created us by the command of "l ove one
another.”" W're also called to take care of
the needy. And in our desire to nmake us share
inthis love, God calls us to be an aid to
those in gentle kindness, and to all of those
t hat are weak, sick and unfortunate. |In God's
| ove of us, we're called to help the |east

anong us and show t hem nercy.
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We ask You this in Your nane, now
and forever. Anen.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Father.

The readi ng of the Journal.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
Friday, May 15, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Thursday, My 14,
was read and approved. On notion, Senate
adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:
Wt hout objection, the Journal stands approved
as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select commttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or Kl ein.

SENATOR KLEI N: M. President, |
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have two notions.

First, on behalf of Senator
Squadron, on page 18 | offer the foll ow ng
amendnent to Cal endar Nunber 206, Print Number
3775, and ask that said bill retain its place
on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: So
or der ed.

SENATCOR KLEI N: The second, to
amend a bill on the cal endar on behal f on
Senator Savino. On page nunber 15, | offer
the foll owi ng anendnents to Cal endar Nunber
143, Senate Print Nunber 3445A, and ask that
said bill retain its place on the Third
Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: So
or der ed.

Senat or Kl ein.

SENATOR KLEI N: | believe Senator
Li bous al so has a notion.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: | do,

M. President.
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Thank you, Senator Kl ein.

On behal f of Senator Farl ey,

M. President, on page 18 | offer the
foll ow ng amendnents to Cal endar 215, Senate
Print 1261A, and ask that said bill retain its
pl ace on the Third Reading Cal endar, if you
woul d, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:

Absol utely. So ordered.

Senat or Kl ein.

SENATOR KLEI N: M. President,
may we at this tinme take up Senate Resol ution
Nunber 1986. | ask that the resolution be
read in its entirety and nove for its
i mredi at e adoption, and all ow Senator Andrea
Stewart - Cousins to speak on her resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
Secretary will read Senate Resol ution
Nunber 1986 in its entirety.

THE SECRETARY: By Senator Andrea
St ewart - Cousi ns, Legislative Resol ution Nunber
1986, congratul ati ng Sashay Turner, Yarelis
Borrero, and DaQuan Gary of Roosevelt High

School wupon the occasion of capturing first
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place in the Cormunity Service category at the
annual New York State SkillsUSA conpetition

"WHEREAS, It is the sense of this
Legi sl ative Body to recognize and pay tribute
to those young people within the State of
New York who have inspired and brought pride
to their school and community by achieving
out st andi ng success in educati onal
conpetition; and

"WHEREAS, Attendant to such
concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative
Body is justly proud to congratul ate Sashay
Turner, Yarelis Borrero, and DaQuan Gary of
Roosevelt Hi gh School upon the occasion of
capturing first place in the Cormunity Service
Cat egory at the annual New York State
Ski | I sUSA Conpetition; and

"WHEREAS, Three students at
Roosevelt Hi gh School, Sashay Turner, Yarelis
Borrero, and DaQuan Gary decided to help
informtheir peers of the frequency of
donestic violence in society today by becom ng

junior facilitators in the Students Advocating
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for Equality in Relationships program under
t he gui dance of teachers Frank Leonetti and
Noreen Riotto; and

"WHEREAS, The Students Advocating
for Equality in Relationships programis part
of the My Sister's Place organi zation, a safe
haven for abused wonmen and a place to find
shelter, as well as noral and | egal support;
and

"WHEREAS, My Sister's Place started
the Students Advocating for Equality in
Rel ati onshi ps programin order to educate
young people with the hope of ending the
abusi ve behavior that is becomng all too
common in rel ationships; and

"WHEREAS, Sashay Turner, Yarelis
Borrero, and DaQuan Gary have been trained by
My Sister's Place and are now going into
cl assroons throughout the region arnmed with
know edge, statistics and a m ssion to inform
their peers on how to have safe and heal t hy
rel ati onshi ps; and

"WHEREAS, In addition, Sashay

Turner, Yarelis Borrero, and DaQuan Gary had a
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nmeeting with the school principal and were
successful in having a book about violence in
teen relationships, witten by Alex Flinn,
Br eat hi ng Underwat er, included in the required
English reading list; and

"WHEREAS, Three young peopl e of
singul ar distinction and superlative ability,
Sashay Turner, Yarelis Borrero, and DaQuan
Gary have established a high standard of
academ c excel |l ence and purposeful ness of life
rarely achieved in youthful years; and

"WHEREAS, Poi sed eagerly with
ent husi asm and det erm ned purpose, Sashay
Turner, Yarelis Borrero, and DaQuan Gary now
stand honorably, with just pride in their
acconpl i shnents and in eager anticipation of
future chal | enges, understandi ng and
appreciating the caring counsel and support
provi ded by their teachers, famly and
friends; and

"WHEREAS, It is the sense of this
Legi sl ati ve Body that when young peopl e of
such nobl e ai ns and acconplishnments are

brought to our attention, they should be
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cel ebrated and recogni zed by all the citizens
of the great State of New York; now,
therefore, be it

"RESCOLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to
congratul ate Sashay Turner, Yarelis Borrero,
and DaQuan Gary of Roosevelt H gh School upon
t he occasion of capturing first place in the
Community Service category at the annual
New York State Skill sUSA conpetition, and to
extend to themits best wi shes for a future of
pur poseful success and well-being, fully
confident of their response to a prom sing
future and appreciative of the nodel they
represent for all aspiring young people of the
Enpire State; and be it further

"RESCLVED, That copies of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transmtted
to Sashay Turner, Yarelis Borrero, and
DaQuan Gary."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:
Senat or Stewart-Cousins, on the resolution.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank

you, M. President.
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It is really an honor and a
privilege to stand today to honor these three
young peopl e who have done sone extraordi nary
work in our comunity and throughout this
state.

As you've heard, they placed first
in a conmunity service conpetition. They had
to go up against high schools fromall over
our state, and they prevailed. And they
prevail ed because they did nore than speak;

t hey acted.

| met themin March when they cane
to | obby ne. And they came to | obby ne about
state legislation, about how we as a state
could help to further information and broaden
the curriculumin our high schools to include
dati ng viol ence.

They explained to nme that one in
five femal es who are in high school have
reported physical or sexual abuse froma
dating relationship. They expl ained that nine
out of 10 young people who are accused and
convi cted of rape under age 18 have as their

victima young person also under 18. And they
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told ne that there is a need to tell our
children that it's not okay ever to be abused,
physically or nentally or even el ectronically.

They have not only | obbied, they've
rai sed funds. They are peer educators. They
go from high school to high school, naking
t hensel ves avail abl e to broaden the
information and the know edge so that young
peopl e should be able to focus their attention
on what they are to focus their attention on,
getting their education and goi ng forward.

It was no surprise that these
tal ented young people actually canme in first,
and they are on their way now to represent the
great State of New York in the nationa
conpetition in Kansas City, Mssouri, in the
end of June.

So | thought it was inportant, as
we have the privilege of honoring so nany of
our youth in this chanber, to honor three
young peopl e representing Roosevelt Hi gh
School of Yonkers, New York, acconpani ed by
their principal, Jade Sharp, by their teacher,

M. Leonetti, and by the advisor, Noreen
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Riotto. | thought it was very, very inportant
to honor them for what they are doing now at
the tender age of 18.

So | certainly ask that this
chanber adopt this resol ution unaninously.
Let them know that they are al ready w nners.
Let them know that we are working to broaden
the curriculumin this state. And let them
know that the nation awaits nore and nore
| eadership as the | eadership and the qualities
that they so beautifully exhibit.

Congr at ul ati ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Stewart-Cousins.

Senat or Maziarz, on the resolution.

SENATOR MAZI ARZ: Thank you very
much, M. President.

| want to thank my coll eague
Senator Stewart-Cousins for bringing forth
this resolution to congratul ate these three
excel I ent students.

| amnot as famliar with this My
Sister's Place organi zation, a safe haven for

abused wonmen. But tragically and
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unfortunately, Senator Stewart-Cousins and |
have had di scussi ons about |egislation for
dati ng viol ence.

| had a tragic incident in ny
district where a young nan and young womrman
went to the promtogether and the young man
t hought the relationship was nore than what it
really was, and he ended up shortly thereafter
mur deri ng the young wonan and committing
sui ci de hi nsel f.

This is a very inportant issue, and
| congratulate the teachers, the staff at
Roosevelt Hi gh School. Teaching young peopl e,
you know, how far they can go and when too far
is too far is very inportant.

And | know that, along with Senat or
St avi sky, we've been working on sone
| egi slation that Senator Stewart-Cousins and |
are sponsoring. So it falls right into this
category. And here we have three young people
stepping up to the plate to do sonet hing about
it even before our good | egislation gets
passed.

So | just wanted to join and

Candyco Transcription Service, Inc.




© 00 N o g A~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©O 00O N O O B W N +— O

4506

congratul ate you and wi sh you luck in the
nati onal conpetition

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Maziarz.

Senat or Adans, on the resolution.

SENATOR ADANS: Thank you,
M. President. | want to thank mnmy coll eague
as wel | .

This is an inportant issue when you
t hi nk about donestic violence. Oten we
default to the elders and we default to
marri ed couples. But the issue of donmestic
vi ol ence starts out at a young age, as these
t hree young schol ars are educating us about.

One of the first things | did when
| was el ected was start a donestic viol ence
youth task force where the young people were
able to go into schools and tal k one-on-one.
W're living in a society where individuals
believe "I |ove you" should follow sonme form
of violent act and being called out of their
namnes.

It is nore than just physical
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abuse. Wen a scar heals froma physical
abuse, the enotional scars last for a
lifetime. And because they are inproperly
di agnosed, they have a tendency to repeat
itself.

And you will find that nany abusers
grew up in househol ds where abuse was the
everyday norm an everyday part of the day.

So this is a conversation that nust
be engaged by young people, and | really
commend the young schol ars that are here today
as they're starting to take control.

And I'lIl say over and over again
that, you know, the biggest lie we've ever
| earned was that the wi nds of change were
bl own by adults. That is untrue. The w nds
of change have al ways been bl own by young
people. You' ve always had the |ung capacity
to blow the globe in the direction that you
believe it should go into.

When you becone an octogenarian or
sit here as many of us do, you're not going to
be runni ng around saying "No justice, no

peace.” If you don't do it now, it's never
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goi ng to happen. There's a w ndow of
opportunity that's avail able that precedes
wor ryi ng about nortgage paynments, car
paynents, college tuition. This is the tine
to change the gl obe.

And | thank you for taking the
opportunity to do so and naking sure that one
of the nobst precious issues that inpact our
city, our state and our country is the
vi ol ence anong young people, not only those
who don't know each ot her but anong those who
call thenselves being involved in a
rel ati onship and they're defining that
rel ati onship by a tendency of physical or
ver bal viol ence.

And what you're doing, you're
t aki ng charge, you're picking up the mantle.
And in fact, you're the yeast that is rising
the bread of opportunity that will feed the
count| ess nunber of young people to say: |
don't have to be engaged in a violent
relationship, and I can identify when ny
classmate or ny friend is in a violent

relationship and tell them "You don't have to
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doit."”

If we don't stop it when they're
young, they will grow up and believe that
violence is a part of a relationship and
beconmes a normality of everyday life. And I
commend you for stopping that right now in
this day and tine.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Adarns.

Senat or Hassel | - Thonpson, on the
resol ution.

SENATOR HASSELL- THOMPSON: Thank
you, M. President.

| rise to congratul ate these young
peopl e and to thank Senator Stewart- Cousins
for bringing this resolution to the floor.

As the chair of the State Task
Force on Domestic Violence, as we talk to
peopl e about this issue, it's very difficult
for us to get this nessage to our young people
of how critical this issue is. And so |'m
al ways appreci ative when young peopl e, as

peers, take on this responsibility and share
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peopl e nust know.

In talking to a group about a year
ago, we described the kinds of gifts that are
appropriate and i nappropriate. And one of the
nost inappropriate gifts that a young man can
give to his young girlfriend is a cell phone.
And you woul d say, Well, why not?

Vell, that's not a gift. That's a
chain that links that young wonan to that
young man. And it is a way of tracking young
wonen. And it is not appropriate for her to
be tracked |ike an ani mal .

And so | always discourage that
kind of activity, even though you think, It's
great because he cares about me. |'m not
cl ear that he cares about you as nmuch as he
cares about where you are and what you're
doi ng.

These are control factors. And too
of ten our young people are fooled by all the
bling that they give and don't realize it's a
way in which to connect and to control.

| thank you for understanding the
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difference. And | appreciate your sharing

wi th ot her young people the fact that their
freedomlies in their ability to nmake these

di scerning decisions at a tinme when they can
handle it. And teen violence is unacceptable.
Vi ol ence i s unaccept abl e.

And | thank you, and | thank our
Senat or for being so forward-thinking in
recogni zing in you and bringing before this
body young people who really are with it,
understand it, get it, and try to help us to
make sure we do as well.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Hassell - Thonpson.

Are there any ot her Senators who
wi sh to be heard on the resol ution?

Seei ng none, the question is on the
resolution. Al in favor signify by saying
aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:

Opposed, nay.

(No response.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
resol ution is adopt ed.

On behal f of Senators
St ewart - Cousi ns, Mazi arz, Adans,
Hassel | - Thonpson, and all Senators,
congratul ations to our three distinguished
young citizens. Best wishes in the future.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:

Senat or Kl ein.

SENATOR KLEI N: M. President,
may we at this tinme take up Senate Resol ution
Nunber 1990. | ask that the resolution be
read in its entirety, nove for its inmmediate
adoption, and allow Senator Breslin to speak
on his resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
Secretary will read Resol ution Number 1990 in
its entirety.

THE SECRETARY: By Senat or
Breslin, Legislative Resolution Nunmber 1990,
honori ng Father Peter G Young for his
50 years in the mnistry, to be celebrated on

May 24, 2009.
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"WHEREAS, It is the sense of this
Legislative Body to bring full recognition and
just tribute to those nen and wonen of
religious commtnent who accept the
responsi bility of noral |eadership and render
t he wi sdom of human under st andi ng; and

"WHEREAS, Attendant to such
concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative
Body is justly proud to honor Father Peter G
Young for his 50 years in the mnistry; and

"WHEREAS, Father Peter G Young
wi |l be honored on Sunday, May 24, 2009, at a
50t h Anniversary Mass at Mot her Teresa
Community, fornerly Qur Lady Hel p of
Christians Church, |ocated on Second Avenue in
Al bany, New York; and

"WHEREAS, Father Peter G Young
began his mnistry as a young parish priest in
one of Al bany's poorest nei ghborhoods. 1In the
| ate 1950s, when he worked as chaplain of the
Al bany County Jail, and later in the 1970s, as
chaplain at the M. MG egor Correctional
Facility, he adopted the phil osophy that woul d
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guide his life's work; and

"WHEREAS, Father Peter G Young is
t he founder and vol unteer chief executive
of ficer of Peter Young Housing, Industries and
Treatment (PYHI T) and its subsidiary
organi zations, his statew de network of
treatment, housing and educati on/ enpl oynent
prograns. The avowed m ssion of Peter Young
Housi ng, Industries and Treatnent is to create
t axpayers and provide the dignity that cones
wi th a nmeani ngful job and paycheck; and

"WHEREAS, 'Rehabilitate, don't
incarcerate' is the blueprint Father Peter G
Young foll owed during the 50 years that he
spent hel ping individuals struggling to stay
out of prison and free thensel ves from
addi ction; and

"WHEREAS, Using the Al bany area as
a hone base, Father Young has hel ped thousands
of people reclaimtheir lives and | ook forward
to futures by neans of his 'glide path
phi |l osophy. The 'glide path' has three
conponents: recovery, housing and jobs; and

"WHEREAS, Like a pilot who | ands

Candyco Transcription Service, Inc.




© 00 N o g A~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©O 00O N O O B W N +— O

4515

his plane on an aircraft carrier by follow ng

a glide path, critical direction conmes from

t he support team at Peter Young Housi ng.

Pet er Young Housing is the glide path for

those dealing with addictions to becone

enpl oyed, taxpaying citizens with careers,

famlies, friendships and futures; and
"WHEREAS, A pioneer in alcohol

treatment, Father Young devel oped the first

al cohol crisis center and extended care unit

in New York State. He founded the al cohol and

substance abuse treatnent programw thin the

Department of Corrections, and this program

whi ch provided a place to |ive, job training,

and therapy, has served as a nodel for

treatment across the state and country; and
"WHEREAS, The effectiveness of

Fat her Young's vocational programis based on

his "three-legged stool' approach, which

i ncludes treatnent, training, and placenent

provi ded by Altanont Program Inc. This

program has resulted in a four-year-graduate

recidivismrate of |less than 10 percent; and

"WHEREAS, Father Young's prograns
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al so nake proficient use of his 'wounded
heal er’ phil osophy, based on the belief that
t hose who have succeeded in recovery can best
extend their hand to the next person and hel p
t hem begi n the process; and

"WHEREAS, In addition to his duties
as a parish priest and pastor, Father Young
has taught in high school, served as a
chaplain for various associations, and, in the
pri son system founded dozens of organi zations
involved with treatnent, housing shelters and
recovery services. |In 2001, he was ranked
nunber two in the Top Ten New Yorkers Survey
as conducted by Enpire State Report; and

"WHEREAS, A graduate of Siena
Col | ege, Father Young attended St. Bonaventure
Col l ege for five years of study, leading to
his ordination as a priest. Currently, he is
privileged to serve the Mther Teresa
Community in Al bany; and

"WHEREAS, It is the sense of this
Legi sl ative Body that when a person of such
nobl e ai ns and acconplishnents is brought to

our attention, it is appropriate to publicly
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and jubilantly proclaimand comrend t hat
i ndividual for the edification of others; now,
therefore, be it

"RESCOLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to honor
Fat her Peter G Young for his 50 years in the
mnistry; and be it further

"RESCLVED, That a copy of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transmtted
to Father Peter G Young."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:

Senator Breslin, on the resolution.

SENATOR BRESLI N: Thank you very
much, M. President.

What a wonderful honor for me to be
able to sponsor a resolution for a New York
State | egend and hero, Father Peter Young, who
is still with us.

You know, nmany of us who haven't
been in this chanber for a |long period of tine
see Father Young go up and give the invocation
but don't know who Father Peter Young is.

He's a person who was educated in

| ocal schools: Christian Brothers Acadeny.

Candyco Transcription Service, Inc.




© 00 N o g A~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©O 00O N O O B W N +— O

4518

He went on to Siena to becone captain of the
basebal | team and at one tine thought he
woul dn't be a priest, he'd be a major |eague
first baseman

And then our lives interacted back
in the early '60s when | was a high school
basket bal | player and | used to scri nmage
agai nst a young priest naned Peter Young. It
al nost ended ny ability to play any sport
having to play on the sane court with Peter
Young, because | don't believe anybody told
himit was basketball. | think he thought it
was a football gane and there were no rules.

Then | ater, as a young | awer, |
woul d go to police court. And for nmany of the
| awyers in this chanber, we would see people
who were charged with public intoxication go
away for 15 days, because at that tine it was
guasi -crimnal .

And for nme it was a shock to see a
judge sit there and say: "Joe Jones, this is
your 115th tine." And |I'd say, that nust be
apocryphal, it can't that many times. But |

found out it was. It was 115 in one case, 135
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i n anot her case.

Yet there was a priest there making
a difference. And when you read in the
resolution "Rehabilitate, don't incarcerate,"”
that was Peter Young the street priest. That
was Peter Young -- | didn't see what he was
doi ng when he wasn't in police court; he was
over here in these chanbers, trying to change
the attitudes of legislators, trying to nmake
us -- them then -- pass |egislation that
woul d decrim nalize public intoxication.

Again, try to treat soneone, don't

try to put themin jail. The treatnment wll
be cheaper. You'll have a successful human
being if you treat that illness. And

addi ction hasn't gone away in our crimnal
justice system and neither has Father Young.
You know, when we see those
statistics that al nost 90 percent of those who
are incarcerated are incarcerated in some way
because of an addiction, either to al cohol or
drugs, there's one person in this state who
won't accept that, and that's Father Young.

Fat her Young has created nore
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prograns to hel p al coholics or people with
addictions to get into treatnent, to get into,
after treatnment, training, as he would say.
He's great with slogans -- the treatnent, the
trai ning, housing. You just can't treat
sonebody and | eave them al one, because they'l|
fall back again.

And over these nmany years, he's
been, as was indicated, a chaplain here, a
street priest at St. John's in the South End.
And in those years in the late '70s when he
was at St. John's, he lived in this poor, poor
pari sh, and the other priest who lived in the
sanme buil ding we now know as Bi shop Howard
Hubbar d.

But | have never seen Father Peter
Young when he wasn't advocating for sonmeone
who had some difficulty in their lives. He
really, really exenplifies that person who
isn't doing a little, it's that person who
threw away his worldly goods and said, | am
here on this earth to make the lives of others
better.

So it is my honor to stand here
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before you and to praise the |ife of soneone
who is still with us. W're not asking for
the dedication of a building to be naned the
Pet er Young Center or the Peter Young

Senate -- although he's up here enough to cal
it the Peter Young Senate -- it's to recognize
himwhile he's here with us, continuing.

And many of us will say "50 years a
priest.” And that culmnation will be this
Sunday the 24th, when he's honored at Mot her
Teresa Church in Al bany.

So | know that so many of ny fellow
Senators feel the same way as | do about
Fat her Young for this special resolution.

Thank you very much, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Breslin.

Senat or Vol ker, on the resol ution.

SENATOR VOLKER: M. President,
first of all, I thank you, Senator Breslin,
for introducing this resolution.

| think it's fitting that the
church that Father Young is going to be

honored at is Mdther Teresa. | have thought
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for a long tinme that Father Peter Young is the
Mot her Teresa of New York, and particularly of
Al bany.

In fact, I will also say that |

have to also follow up on what Neil said about

sports. | too tried to play basket bal
agai nst Father Peter Young. | learned. He
flattened ne. And it was a very cordial -- he

felt very badly, but of course he nade sure he
won. And he has a trenendous conpetitive
spirit.

But | have to say he's probably the
nost honored person in this chanber. That is,
you know, Frank was just saying, "Didn't we
just honor himlast year?" And | said, "Yes,
and the year before.”™ And we shoul d.

Because not only is Father Peter
Young i nvol ved here in Al bany -- and |I'm proud
to say that | was involved initially in the
pri son program for al cohol and drug treatnent
way, way back and hel ped Father facilitate it.
O course, it was himthat really did it, not
me. Started a programthat's been | ooked at

very, very highly across the nation.
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In Buffalo, where | conme from

Fat her Peter Young has several facilities.

And he al ways seens to be westling with the

| ocal people, who I sonetinmes think the
problemis that they don't quite understand
that this priest, although he's from Al bany,
he's really, you know, he's one of us. And in
Buf fal o soneti nmes they have a tendency to
think that if sonmebody comes from outside, you
know, they're different and whatever.

But Fat her Young, not only is he a
full-fledged priest, but I think sonetines he
woul d nmake an excel |l ent anbassador. He is
abl e to make peopl e understand that he doesn't
care for hinself, he cares for the people who
he wants to take care of.

On several occasions, |'ve had
fam i es whose children have had probl ens, and
| referred themto Father Young, and he never
failed ne.

| have to say if there is a person
inny life who | think is already a saint,
that's Father Peter Young.

So | congratul ate you again for
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50 great years.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Vol ker.

Senator Little, on the resolution.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Thank you,

M. President.

It's an honor for nme to stand today
and join in the recognition of Father Peter
Young. Certainly Senator Breslin tal ked about
t he Father Peter Young that we know here in
Al bany who has advocated so nuch for the
causes of those who are incarcerated as they
transition into their civilian life again.

And certainly, in ny district,

Fat her Peter Young has advocated for
facilities there and has had many successf ul
facilities in the district as well.

But there's another side to Father
Peter Young that | would like to speak about,
and it's the Father Peter Young that | knew as
| attended mass in Bolton Landing, at church
there. And that's probably the reason that
50 years ago Father Peter Young becane a

priest, because there, the people in that
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congregati on were the nost inportant people to
t hem

And many of them never knew that he
had anot her work, they just knew he was out of
town during the week. And they certainly
didn't know that he was as wel | -known
t hroughout the state as he was. For them he
was there to give a nessage, to tend to them
to console them to reach out to the person
whose spouse had died, to spend tinme with that
person, to reach out to someone whose child
had been killed accidentally -- all of those
t hi ngs.

He was a wonderful, wonderful
pastor, and he certainly hel ped many, nany
peopl e and nmade a difference in their |ives.
And his hom|lies were always hunorous but
certainly inspiring, and sonething that when
you | eft church that day you were very happy
that you had spent tine listening and in the
roomw th Father Peter Young.

So thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank

you, Senator Little.
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Senat or Padavan, on the resolution.
SENATOR PADAVAN: Thank you,
M. President.

And thank you, Senator Breslin, for
once again giving us an opportunity to talk
about our dear friend and counsel or and priest
and the unofficial chaplain of the State
Senat e, Father Peter Young.

| first got to know himrather well
back in the |late ' 70s when we were
reorgani zing the Ofice of Mental Health,
which at that tinme enconpassed everything,

i ncl udi ng al coholism substance abuse,
retardation and so on. Broke it up into a
nunber of different agencies, with the ful
cooperation of then-Governor Carey.

In the process, we forned an
advi sory commttee to recormmend to us how we
woul d do this in the best possible way. And
Fat her Young served, if not -- | think he was
the main person on that advisory conmmttee
dealing with substance abuse. And it was a
very difficult tinme. W had a lot of public

heari ngs, and sonetines everybody didn't agree
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on the right approach. But throughout it all,
Fat her Young was there to give us the guidance
that we needed. And we ended up with what
today is DSAS. So in ternms of state policy
and organi zation and of service, he was the
key driver.

A young man starting in the Bowery,
neeting face-to-face with alcoholismin all of
its forns, developing a priesthood. As
Senator Little pointed out, pastor of a small
church in Bol ton Landi ng.

| renmenber one sunmer bringing ny
famly on the way down from canp, ny son and
daughter, ny wife, to visit himat Bolton
Landing. | said, "You're in for athrill.
You're going to nmeet one of the greatest guys
that 1 ever nmet in Al bany."

Unfortunately, you weren't there.
Your housekeeper said you were in prison. And
i ndeed you were, because you were there doing
that fantastic job.

In 11 different prisons, as |
recall, running prograns for those who were

incarcerated | argely because of a substance
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abuse problem Understanding that if you
didn't deal with it there, when they left,
recidivismwas an inevitability. And then, of
course, running prograns in the conmunity,
fromNew York City to, as Senator Vol ker said,
to Buffalo.

He took me to one for dinner right
out side of Al bany here one night. W had a
| ovely dinner -- 1996, late '95. He brought
me into the kitchen and | nmet the chef. And
t hen, of course, we were greeted by, as we
cane in, a hostess and a waiter and all the
peopl e who served us a fantastic dinner.

Then he told ne what these nen had
been in prison for -- nurder, arson, all kinds
of terrible crines. But all of those crines
had been notivated and perhaps had, as
genesi s, al coholism

He takes theminto this program
devel oping their skills in the culinary
i ndustry, getting jobs for them And the
recidivismrate, down below 10 percent. Wuld
not happen ot herw se. Absolutely would not

happen.
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One could go on and on. W've had
t he opportunity of speaking about himand to
himon this floor in prior years for different
occasions. W all prayed for himwhen he went
t hrough his nmedi cal problens. Now he's as
strong as ever, can take on any one of us at
any tinme if need be.

And it's just a joy and a pleasure
to have known him | consider hima friend,
an advisor, a counselor, and a great priest.

Thank you, Father Young.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Padavan.

Senator Farley. On the resolution.

SENATOR FARLEY: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise to salute not only a great
human bei ng but a great priest, sonebody that
epitom zes what a Christian should be. He
services the unfortunate, the addicted, the
i ncarcerated, and those that are kind of
exiled from society.

Fat her Young is probably the only

priest in this diocese, in the area that is
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t he boss of the bishop. Bishop Hubbard was
hi s assistant.

And Fat her Young, of course, is so
adm red by every priest in this diocese, but
certainly, as nentioned, the unofficial priest
or the chaplain for this Senate. As far as
"' m concerned, he is the official chaplain for
this Senate. He's been here before | came
here, 33 years, and has really never forgotten
all of its nenbers.

And there isn't a nmenber,
regardl ess of your religious or political
per suasi on, that doesn't admre and | ove
Fat her Young.

"1l tell you, he represents
everything that is best not only in society
but that is the best that anybody in the
clergy could represent.

Fat her, we're very proud of you. A
very happy 50th year of your celebration of
your priesthood. And I wish you well, and
many, nmany nore.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank

you, Senator Farley.
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Senat or Li bous, on the resol ution.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President.

| want to stand to say thank you to
Senator Breslin also, and to join all ny
col | eagues in remarki ng on 50 wonderful years
for Father Young.

| too, |like Senator Padavan and
ot hers, when | canme here in 1989, | becane the
chai rman of the Al cohol and Drug Abuse
Commttee, and the first person to conme visit
me was Fat her Peter Young, and shared with ne
the many prograns that he had been invol ved
in, not only in the prisons but in the
comunity.

And then | soon | earned after that,
i ke many of you, that Father Young indeed was
wel | - known and respected not only here in
Al bany but all over the state.

And | renenber one day a nunber of
years ago he cane up to ne and he said, "Tom
| " m hel ping you to create a new programin
Broone County." And | kind of |ooked at him

and said, "Father, that's ny district."” He
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says "Yeah." He says, "I'mgoing to help you
with his. You have a need there, and | want
to share it with you."

And that's the kind of individual
he is. It didn't matter whether we were here
in Al bany, he was working on progranms for us
statew de, but he was everywhere in the State
of New York, always willing to help and share.

Father, it's great that you' re not
retiring and that you' re going to be around
hopefully for another 50 years to share with
us. And that | know you enjoy golf, and I
| ook forward to seeing you again at the
D x Open the week of June 27th.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Libous.

Are there any ot her Senators who
wi sh to be heard on the resol ution?

Seei ng none, the question is on the
resolution. Al in favor signify by saying
aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:

Opposed, nay.
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(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
resol ution is adopt ed.

Fat her Young, congratul ations on
your 50th anniversary and your service to al
those |ives you have touched.

(Standi ng ovation.)

SENATCOR LaVALLE: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:

Senator LaValle.

SENATOR LaVALLE: M. President,
woul d Senator Breslin agree to having us
all --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: | was
just about to get there, in fact, Senator
LaVval | e.

Senator Breslin has asked that the
resol uti on be open to cosponsorship by al
menbers. Any Senator w shing not to cosponsor
the resolution should notify the desk.

Senat or Kl ein.

SENATOR KLEI N: M. President, at
this time can we take up Senate Resol ution

Number 2008. | ask that the title of the
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resol ution be read and nove for its imediate
adoption and all ow Senator Foley to speak on

his resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: By Senator Fol ey,

Legi sl ati ve Resol uti on Nunmber 2008,
menorial i zi ng Governor David A Paterson to
proclaim May 18, 2009, as Credit Union
Awar eness Day in the State of New YorKk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:
Senat or Fol ey, on the resolution.

SENATOR FOLEY: Thank you,
M. President.

Thi s resol uti on desi gnates today,
Monday, May 18, 2009, as Credit Union
Awar eness Day.

Credit unions are not-for-profit
financi al cooperatives, denocratically
owed -- and that's small D, |adies and
gentl emen -- operated and founded by people
wor ki ng toget her towards econom ¢ advancenent.
And they're also |l ed by a volunteer board of

directors.
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There are, in fact, 476 credit
unions currently serving the financial needs
of 4.2 mllion nenbers in New York State.

Credit unions also return any
profits to their nmenbers through | ower-cost
rates and | ower-cost fees or directly through
a di vi dend.

" m pl eased to have this
opportunity today to recogni ze the many
val uabl e contributions that credit uni ons have
made throughout the great State of New York

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Fol ey.

Are there any ot her Senators who
wi sh to be heard?

Seei ng none, the question is on the
resolution. Al in favor -- Senator Johnson,
"' m sorry.

Before we call the roll,

Senat or Johnson on the resol ution.

SENATOR CRAI G JOHNSON: M.

President, thank you. And | apol ogize for

being a little late.
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| want to rise and support my good
friend and col | eague Senator Foley's
resolution honoring the credit unions. |It's
an inportant institution, especially given the
current situation involving our |ending
institutions. The credit unions have really
becone t he backbone for small-town New York.

And | think it's inportant, as we
honor them today, we just think about ways to
ensure that our credit unions remain strong
and vibrant. And hopefully, as we nove
forward, as our days grow shorter here in the
State Legislature, we can find ways to assi st
the credit unions so they can be the strong
and vibrant entities that we know that they
are and will be.

So | support this. | vote yes. |
t hank Senator Fol ey for his sponsorship of the
resol ution.

Thank you very much, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Johnson.

The question now, then, is on the

resolution. All those in favor signify by
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sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:
Qpposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
resol ution is adopt ed.

At Senator Foley's request, it is
open to cosponsorship by all menbers. Anyone
wi shing not to cosponsor the resol ution should
notify the desk.

Senat or Kl ein.

SENATOR KLEI N: M. President,
are there any substitutions at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: We do
have one substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: On page 25,
Senat or DeFranci sco noves to di scharge, from
the Commttee on Local Governnent, Assenbly
Bill Nunber 7514A and substitute it for the
identical Senate Bill Number 4092A, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 285.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:
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Substitution ordered.

Senat or Kl ein.

SENATCOR KLEI N: M. President,
can we at this tinme nove to a readi ng of
Senat e Cal endar Number 47.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
Secretary will proceed with a reading of
Senat e Cal endar Number 47.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
190, by Senator Seward, Senate Print 179, an
act to anmend the Tax Law, in relation to
aut hori zi ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: There
is a hone-rul e nmessage at the desk.

The Secretary will read the | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect on the 60th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
bill is passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
191, by Senator Vol ker, Senate Print 1565, an
act to anend the Tax Law, in relation to
aut hori zi ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: There
is a hone-rul e nmessage at the desk.

The Secretary will read the | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This

act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number

248, by Senator Little, Senate Print 2802,
Concurrent Resolution of the Senate and
Assenbly proposing an anmendnent to Section 1
of Article 14 of the Constitution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
concurrent resolution is adopted.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
249, by Senator L. Krueger, Senate Print
3847A, an act to anmend the Real Property
Actions and Proceedings Law, in relation to

stipulation --

SENATOR LI BOUS: Lay it aside,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
bill is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number

253, by Senator Klein, Senate Print 1899A, an
act to anend the Penal Law, in relation to the
crime of unauthorized use of a notor vehicle.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
bill is passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

255, by Senator Stachowski, Senate Print 4550,
an act to anmend the Crimnal Procedure Law, in
relation to expandi ng the of f enses.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the first day of the

cal endar nmont h next succeedi ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number

261, by Senator Hassell-Thonpson, Senate Print
3402, an act to anmend the Executive Law, in
relation to child victins.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Read
t he | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
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act shall take effect inmmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number

265, by Senator C. Johnson, Senate Print 3821,
an act to amend Chapter 704 of the Laws of
1991 amending the Arts and Cultural Affairs
Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:
Senat or Squadron, to explain his vote.

SENATOR SQUADRON: To explain ny
vote, M. President. Thank you very nuch

| rise because while | absolutely
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understand the need to expand access to
tickets, | don't believe that that's what this
| aw has done. | believe that it's created a
systemin which you have fol ks who aren't
selling the tickets or seeing the shows
controlling nost of them

| don't think that serves the
pur pose of event-goers in the state, whether
it's to ny beloved Mets or ny bel oved Bruce
Springsteen and or ny | ess bel oved Hannah
Montana, and so | think we need to nodify this
| aw before we extend it.

So |l will vote no. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:
Senat or Squadron to be recorded in the
negati ve.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
t he negative on Cal endar Nunmber 265 are
Senators L. Krueger and Squadron. Al so
Senat or Padavan.

Ayes, 59. Nays, 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The

bill is passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
285, substituted earlier today by Menber of
the Assenbly Barclay, Assenbly Print Nunber
7514A, an act in relation to allow ng town
justice.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
bill is passed.

Senator Klein, that conpletes the
readi ng of the noncontroversial cal endar.

SENATOR KLEI N: M. President,
can we at this tinme nove to a reading of the
controversial cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
Secretary will ring the bells and pl ace
Cal endar Nunber 249 before the house on a

controversi al cal endar.

Candyco Transcription Service, Inc.




© 00 N o g A~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©O 00O N O O B W N +— O

4545

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
249, by Senator L. Krueger, Senate Print
3847A, an act to anmend the Real Property
Actions and Proceedi ngs Law.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Expl anati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:
Senat or Krueger, an explanati on has been
request ed by Senator Libous.

SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: Thank you
very rmuch

This anends the Real Property
Actions and Proceedings Law. It would apply
incivil court cases of housing issues, would
require that judges provide explanation of the
stinmulation to unrepresented plaintiffs or
def endants. So whoever was not represented by
counsel in court, the judge would nake sure to
expl ain what the |anguage in the stipulation
nmeant .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:
Senat or Sal and.

SENATOR SALAND: M. President,
woul d Senat or Krueger yield to questions?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:
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Senat or Krueger, do you yiel d?

SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: Certainly,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
sponsor yi el ds.

SENATOR SALAND: Senat or Krueger,
does your bill apply to civil courts
t hroughout New York, or does it apply
specifically to housing courts in the Cty of
New Yor k?

SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: \%%
understanding is that it would apply
statewide. In the Gty of New York, of
course, there is a Housing Court part of Gvil
Court. And in the rest of the state it would
be whatever court in the civil systemis
handl i ng housi ng cases.

SENATOR SALAND: W Il Senat or
Krueger continue to yield, please?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:

Senat or Krueger?

SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: Yes,
M. President, 1'd be happy to.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:
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Cont i nue.

SENATOR SALAND: Senat or Krueger,
when you require that the court fully describe
the ternms of the stipulation, what constitutes
fully describing the terms of the stipulation?

SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: Thank you,
Senat or Sal and. Through you, M. President.

We purposely kept it broad so as
not to put too nmany restrictions on the judges
t hensel ves to interpret in explaining the
stipul ati on.

But actually, in the Cty of
New York, in Housing Court, the chief judge
for the Housing Court back in April 'O07
actually put out a specific nmeno recomendi ng
in fact what judges do to ensure that pro se
tenants and | andl ords in Housi ng Court
under stand what the stipulation is about.

So just briefly, identify the
parties, identify the authority of the
signatory to the stipulation --

SENATOR SALAND: M. President,
woul d the Senator suffer an interruption?

It's rather noisy in ny general area and it's
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difficult to hear the Senator.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Can we

pl ease have sone quiet in the chanber. Thank

you.
Senat or Krueger.
SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: " m sorry.
Senator Saland, I'll try to speak up as well.

Identify the parties. The
authority of the signatory to the stipulation
if the party is not present. Cdarify that the
pro se litigant understands and agrees to the
terms of the stipulation. |If the litigant
under stands the effects of nonconpliance of
the stipulation by either side. Whether the
litigant understands he or she may try the
case if an acceptable stipulation cannot be
negoti at ed.

SENATOR SALAND: Excuse ne agai n.
| couldn't hear your |ast proviso.

SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: " msorry,
"1l repeat.

Whet her the litigant understands
that he or she may try the case if an

accept abl e stipul ati on cannot be negoti at ed.
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Whet her the litigant's clains
and/ or defenses are discerned and under stood.
And that also if the litigant understands al
avai l abl e options to themin [ight of the
clainms and offenses. And if the litigant
under stands that he or she intends to apply
for public benefits, that an appropriate rent
breakdown is included in the stipulation.
That's a section of Social Service Law. And
the litigant understands the inplication of a
nonsati sfied judgnment and the |egal
requi renent that a petitioner be provided
sati sfacti on upon paynent.

So this is an outline that the
chi ef judge actually provided for the judges.
But again, ny bill is not as specific. But |
think it's a hel pful outline.

Agai n, we're tal king about
situations where people are not represented by
an attorney, which is statistically not
uncommon. In fact, in New York Gty -- |
don't know the statew de statistics -- up to
95 percent of people in Housing Court don't

have attorneys.
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And of course you're faced with
this very legal paperwork and this stipulation
that if you sign, you're legally obliged to
follow And a concern that our courts have
recogni zed that it's actually very valuable to
have the judge go over these basics so that
everybody understands, if they' re signing
paperwor k and wal ki ng out of court, that this
is what they' ve agreed to.

SENATOR SALAND: Thank you

W11 Senator Krueger continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:

Senat or Krueger?

SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: Yes,
M. President, |I'm happy to.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR SALAND: So is it correct
to say, then, that this is a general practice
currently in housing courts in the Gty of
New Yor k, based upon the stipulation that you
j ust read?

SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: Vell, it's
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an advisory notice to judges. It's not, of
course, yet inlaw. So if a judge chooses not
to followit or chooses not to followit as
explained in this nmeno, there's nothing that
requires themto do so.

SENATOR SALAND: | f Senator
Krueger will continue to vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:

Senat or Krueger?

SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: Certainly,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
sponsor conti nues.

SENATOR SALAND: Senat or Krueger,
outside of the Gty of New York many of these
proceedi ngs are brought in justice courts,
sonme of which are presided over by |awers and
sonme of which are presided over by |ay judges.

And in many of these cases you will
have situations, particularly where there are
small landlords -- when | say small, |'m not
tal ki ng about their height -- sonebody who nmay
have perhaps one, two, or three units, may in

fact even be sharing a two-or-three-famly
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house with sonebody. And nore often than not,
t hese people are not going to be represented
were they the landlord in one of these

pr oceedi ngs.

So you woul d have a situation in
whi ch you woul d have two persons, both of
whom the |landlord and the tenant, were
| aypeople. And the judge in that situation,
who could be a | awyer or might not be a
| awyer, would then be, under this, required to
fully describe the terms of the stipulation to
that party -- which | would assune woul d nean
to both parties -- and in effect, | guess,
give recitation of both sides of the |aw,
| andl ord/tenant | aw, to the satisfaction of
both the | andlord and the tenant.

A very chall engi ng situation, |
m ght add. And the two people could
concei vably wal k away with different versions
of what they had heard.

And with that, | will ask you the
guestion, what happens if one of them /| ater
were to say "Wait a mnute, that wasn't ny

under st andi ng of what was expl ained to ne"?
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And | mght also add that it's possible there
m ght not even be a recording of that
stipulation taken in that court.

SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: Vell, in
the scenario, the hypothetical -- oh, excuse
me, M. President, through you. 1In the
hypot heti cal just described, where conceivably
the judge is a | aw judge, neither the
respondent or the plaintiff may be represented
by counsel, it seens to nme that's the best
exanpl e of why we want to have this | aw

In that situation, it's not totally
clear if anyone in the room would
appropriately understand the stipul ation.

Al though | certainly hope -- but | don't have
experience outside New York City's Housing
Court -- | certainly hope we don't have judges
maki ng rulings and agreeing to stipulations in
any situation where they don't actually
understand what the lawis and can't explain
to either party what the stipulation is.

Because |1'd say we have a bigger
probl em than the explanation part of the

assignment if none of the three parties -- the
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court, the plaintiff, or the respondent --
actual ly have counsel or know what's going on.
That woul d, | suppose, be ny greatest concern.

Per haps we need another bill,
Senator, in addition to this, to ensure that
whoever is the judge in whatever court
under stands what is going on before themin
their courtroom

But again, as | read to you, the
interpretation of the responsibility of the
judge to explain to either party which is not
represented by counsel, again, is very broad
ininterpretation of what their role should
be. And again, the exanple | gave you from
the city's recomendations, quote, advisory
notice to allocution of stipulationis really
sone of the fundanmental basics of what's on
t he pi ece of paper, not necessarily conpl ex
| egal argunents.

And al so, | don't know the answer
about outside New York City, but in New York
City the discussions that go on in court are
in fact recorded, so that would be a

transcri pt avail able to whonmever, after the
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case took place, to review whether in fact
i nformation provided by the judge was accurate
or not.

And of course if anyone ever feels
that a court has failed to uphold the |aw,
they can of course appeal. Wich would be
true today whether or not judges were making
sure that pro se plaintiffs and/ or respondents
just had a review one nore tine of what in
fact the docunments are before they sign them

SENATOR SALAND: Wul d Senat or
Krueger continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:

Senat or Krueger, do you continue to yield?

SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: Certainly,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:

Proceed.

SENATOR SALAND: The exanpl e |
gave you wasn't intended in any way to
di sparage the quality of justice courts
anywhere in New York, it was primarily to show
the difference of what might go in a New York

City court and what m ght go on in a court
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out side of New York City.

And the question which | had at the
tail end of that sonewhat | engthy preface was,
what happens if one of the parties then
mai ntains that it was not fully described? |Is
there sone kind of a renmedy or is there sone
kind of procedure that that party then brings
when they feel that they' ve been aggrieved
because it wasn't fully described?

SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: O course,
any time you feel you' re aggrieved in our
court system you have the right to appeal.

In fact, when we're tal king about

nonr epresent ed people in these kinds of
situations, again, it's not as likely that

t hey woul d go through with an appeal process.

But | agree with you, ny
understanding is this would have a greater
i npact of assuring protections and
clarification for cases outside of New York
City. Because again, in New York City this is
nostly being done voluntarily by judges
bet ween 2007 and 2009.

And what we have found is it does
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not put unduly conpl ex new requirenents on the
j udges, has not brought chall enges for
incorrect information and, again, works in the
i nterest of whomever is not represented.

Again, | didn't go to | aw school,
so | find that reading | egal docunents can be
fairly conplex. And if | don't have a | awyer
to advise ne, |I'madditionally unconfortable
wi th agreeing to sign docunents.

So basically what we have found is
that this is actually resol ving probl ens
rat her than creating problens, because the
judge is just making sure that both parties
are in fact understandi ng the agreenent
stipulation that is going to be signed before
t hey | eave the courtroom

SENATOR SALAND: Per haps one | ast
guestion for the Senator.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:

Senat or Krueger?
SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: M.
Presi dent, absolutely.
SENATOR SALAND: The exception to

this required stipulation or explanation of
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stipulation occurs where there is a
stipulation to adjourn or stay of proceeding.

What ot her types of stipulations
woul d be appropriately addressed by this
parti cul ar provision?

SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: So there's
an exception to the |l aw for those proceedi ngs,
because there's the recognition that sonebody
does want to either take sone nore time or in
fact nove to a different venue or perhaps get
an attorney. W agree on that.

So in fact in housing court, then,
it can be al nost any possibility: A housing
part action of a conplaint by a resident that
the landlord has failed to provide the
services they are obligated to under the
| ease; a case brought by a landlord for a
failure to pay rent; or a case brought by a
| andl ord on what was called a hol dover
proceeding, at least in the New York City
housi ng court, that there's been sone ot her
violation of the | ease agreenent other than
failing to pay rent.

So technically, | suppose it could

Candyco Transcription Service, Inc.




© 00 N o g A~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©O 00O N O O B W N +— O

4559

be any situation, but those are the nost
standard situations that we run into.

SENATOR SALAND: Thank you,
Senat or Krueger.

It's been quite a long tinme since |
had t he opportunity to appear on behal f of
either a landlord or a tenant in justice
court. And the two stipulations that | seem
to recall being the nost common were a sinple
stipulation to adjourn, for whatever reason,
and al so perhaps, at the conclusion of a case,
a stipulation to avoid a warrant of eviction
or the proceeding would be stayed for a
certain period of time which would enable the
tenant to vacate the premses. |If they did
not, however, vacate the prem ses within that
period of tinme, then the warrant woul d be
i ssued.

So I'"'mnot quite sure what
intervening stipulations there mght be in the
kinds of courts that | have any famliarity
with or at one tine had famliarity with
realizing full well that practices nmay be very

different in housing courts in the Gty of
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New Yor k.
Just on the bill.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:

Senator Sal and, on the bill.

SENATOR SALAND: If in fact this
is a practice in the Gty of New York, |I'm not
quite certain. And again, | clearly

acknow edge that the tine | spend in court
these days is mninmal at best, and perhaps
nonexi stent woul d be a better description of
it.

But 1'm concerned by a situation in
whi ch you have justice courts and you have
peopl e who on any nunber of occasions nay be
| aypeopl e on both sides of the issue. |'m not
quite sure what they're getting by way of this
stipulation or explanation of stipulation, to
the extent that if they wal k away and have an
i ssue with what they thought their
understanding was, if it's different from what
in fact turns out to be case, that it was
inplied or alluded to in Senator Krueger's
comments the only renmedy is to appeal.

And t hese | aypeople in these types
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of situations, neither the |andlord nor the
tenant woul d be peopl e of neans, the anmount of
noney in di spute woul d be nodest, and
certainly could ill afford to take an appeal .
The nere fact that they' re representing
t hensel ves and appearing pro se says that they
can't afford a lawer in the first place. And
that being the case, the likelihood of them
pursui ng an appeal is slimor none.

So thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Sal and.

Are there any other Senators
wi shing to be heard?

Senat or Krueger, on the bill.

SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: Thank you.
On the bill.

| appreciate Senator Sal and's
guestions because | think it is inmportant to
understand what this bill would do. Again,
from-- in fact I was just speaking to
counsel, who's worked in justice courts. Wat
this bill does is allows the judge to clarify

and explain the stipulation to people who are
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in court without |awers to nmake sure that
t hey understand what they are agreeing to.

It is true very often what they are
in court about is negotiating dollars and
cents and when it has to be paid. And what
was just reinforced to me was that if in fact
the judge takes the tinme to explain what's in
the stipulation, one party or the other may in
fact say, Oh, that's not what | understood.
They in fact then are able to change the
| anguage and fix the probl em before you end up
with a case where peopl e have signed
stipulations, left the courtroom and then
|ater failed to neet their obligations.

So in fact by sinplifying and
clarifying the deal, so to speak, before
peopl e | eave court, you end up with fewer
probl ens after the fact, because people may or
may not live up to their obligations -- that's
al ways the situation -- but in fact they are
much less likely to wal k away m sunder st andi ng
what the agreenent between the two parties in
court were.

Now, one coul d argue that nobody
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shoul d ever be in a courtroomas a plaintiff
or as a respondent wi thout a |awer. And sone
peopl e argue that we shouldn't have a pro se
system

If we didn't have a pro se system
| would argue we woul dn't necessarily need to
worry about this. But again, very |arge
nunbers of people go to court, justice courts
or housing court in New York Cty, on housing
i ssues Wi thout attorneys. And nost have
argued that it's cost-efficient to do so as
|l ong as we have a court systemthat can fairly
and judiciously ensure that all the parties’
information is provided and the systemis
wor ki ng right.

This is just a nodel to say, okay,
j udges, make sure the parties understand the
agreenent before they sign them And then in
fact we do believe we will see | ess cases
com ng back for any reason because, again,
t hey knew what they were doi ng before they
signed and before they left the court.

So |l think this is a very

comon- sense piece of legislation. And again,
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based on our experience in New York Gty,
where we have the |argest vol une of housing
court cases going through the civil systemin
the State of New York, in fact when judges
practice this nodel -- which, again, currently
is voluntary, not in statute -- it's actually
wor ki ng very wel | .

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Krueger.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. Wul d t he
Senator yield to a question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:

Senat or Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: Certainly,
M. President.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. You had
just indicated that this bill would allow the
judges to explain to the litigants the meani ng
of the stipulation. It actually, does it not,
it actually requires a judge to explain the
meani ng of the stipulation, not allows the

j udge.
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SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: Excuse ne,
yes. It requires but it doesn't |lay out how
exactly they do that.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Wul d t he
Senator yield to one nore question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:

Senat or Krueger.

SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: M.
Presi dent, yes.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. I f the
j udge does not and violates the requirenents
under this provision, is the stipulation void?
Is it not enforceable? What's the renedy in
case a judge doesn't do it?

SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: An
excel l ent question. One nonent.

W don't believe it would void the
decision. But there mght be, in fact, sone
penalty that was applied by the courts to that
judge if he or she had a pattern of failing to
do this.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. On the
bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:
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Senat or DeFranci sco, on the bill.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO If there's
no renedy, there seens to be little that would
require a judge to do this.

And secondly, | guess the question
woul d be the fact that a judge explained this
to an individual doesn't necessarily nean the
i ndi vi dual woul d understand it. O, if you
want to look at it a different way, who's
going to explain it to the judge? Because
maybe the judge woul dn't understand it.

| guess ny point is this is another
exanpl e of where we assune that litigants or
we assume that the general popul ati on cannot
under stand basically what they're doing, and
we're providing a requirenent of a court with
no renedy.

So I"'mnot sure that it's going to
acconpl i sh anyt hing other than the potenti al
of voiding certain stipulations. Because |
think that's the only renmedy that an appeal s
court can really do to undo the failure of a
judge to provide this information.

So, | don't know, | think nost
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j udges, when there's pro se litigants, usually
do provide this information. And I'mjust
concerned about potential appeals, frivolous
appeal s based on the supposed reason that "The
judge didn't explain” or "I didn't really

understand it," and it could burden the court
system

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator DeFranci sco.

Are there any ot her Senators who
wi sh to be heard?

Seei ng none, the debate is closed.

The Secretary will ring the bells.

| ask all Senators to proceed
i medi ately to the chanber so that we nmay nove
forward with the roll call

The Secretary will read the | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Cal

the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
t he negative on Cal endar Number 249 are
Senat ors DeFranci sco, Robach and Sal and.

Ayes, 59. Nays, 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
bill is passed.

Senator Klein, that conpletes the
readi ng of the controversial cal endar.

SENATCOR KLEI N: M. President,
can we at this time recognize Senator Ruth
Hassel | - Thonpson and then Senat or Robach.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:

Senat or Hassel | - Thonpson.

SENATOR HASSELL- THOMPSON: Thank
you, M. President. Just two notifications,
pl ease.

Tonmorrow, Tuesday, May 19th, from
9:00 aam to 3:00 p.m, down on our G and
Concourse in the LOB, | have asked ny
col | eagues to participate, and staff, to
donat e nonperishabl e goods to the Capital
Regi on Food Pantry Drive.

One of the things | think that al

of us realize very clearly is that this
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economc crisis is really having a very severe
i npact on pantries and food service and food
drives that under normal circunmstances woul d
be adversely affected, but even nore so with
the downturn in our econony.

So I'"mjust asking people to help
me to make sure that we fill up our food
pantries with nonperishabl e goods. Sone of
the kinds of things that they've asked for
particularly are things like rice, canned
goods, canned spaghetti. Any of those kinds
of things out of a can that will create a
meal .

And | thank you very much for any
support and cooperation, on behalf of the
peopl e of the State of New York.

The ot her announcenent is that
there will be a nmeeting of the Majority
i mredi ately foll owi ng session in Room 332.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Hassell - Thonpson.

Senat or Robach.

SENATOR ROBACH: Yes, just very

Candyco Transcription Service, Inc.




© 00 N o g A~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©O 00O N O O B W N +— O

4570

quickly on a little bit lighter note than ny
col | eague Senat or Hassel | - Thonpson.

Tonight is the third annua
Legislative Idol N ght, which is a fun night,
we raise noney here for a local charity. Good
camaraderie. Sonme talent, sonme fun

W're trying to build it up on the
Senate side, nostly Assenbly people. But it
will feature, representing the entire Senate,
Di ane Savino will be perform ng tonight.

It is afun night, it does go to a
| ocal charity for youth, the noney. So stop
by if you' re | ooking for sonething to do,

8 o'clock at Jillian"s tonight.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Robach.

Senat or Kl ein.

SENATOR KLEI N: M. President, is
there any further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: There
i S none.

SENATOR KLEI N: Ther e bei ng none,

| nove that we adjourn until Tuesday,
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May 19th, at 3:00 p.m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Onh a

notion by Senator Klein, the Senate stands
adj ourned until|l Tuesday, May 19th, at
3:00 p.m

(Wher eupon, at 5:03 p.m, the

Senat e adj ourned.)
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