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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
Senate will conme to order.

| ask all present to please rise
and repeat with nme the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: In the
absence of clergy, may we please bow our heads
in a nmoment of silence.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age
respected a nonent of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
Tuesday, April 5th, the Senate met pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Monday, April 4th,
was read and approved. On notion, Senate
adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages from the Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.
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Reports of select conmttees.

Comuni cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO
M. President, | nove to adopt the
Resol ution Cal endar, with the exception of
Resol utions 4660 and 4718.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Al in
favor of adopting the Resolution Calendar, with
t he exception of Resolutions 4660 and 4718,
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
Resol ution Cal endar is adopt ed.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. Wul d you
now pl ease take up Resol ution 4660, by Senator
Funke, and read the title only, and call on
Senat or Funke to speak.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
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Resol uti on Nunber 4660, by Senator Funke,
congratul ating the Victor Marching Blue Devils
upon the occasion of capturing First Place in
the National C ass at the 2015 New York State
Fi el d Band Conference Chanpi onshi ps.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Funke.

SENATOR FUNKE: Thank you,
M. President, for allowing nme the opportunity
to recogni ze the Victor Marching Blue Devils,
Nat i onal C ass chanpions in the New York State
Field Band Conference. At the 42nd Annual
New York State Field Band Conference
Chanpi onshi ps, held | ast Novenber at Syracuse
University, Victor placed first out of seven

Nat i onal Cl ass bands.

The Victor Marching Blue Devils are

celebrating their 34th season in the New York

State Field Band Conference, with 96 students in

Grades 7 through 12. And this year's field
show, called "Light to Dark, Dark to Light,"
earned a score of 98.4 out of 100, the highest
ever achieved in the band's history.

Si x ot her bands conpeted in

Victor's class, with 52 bands conpeting across
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six categories all together. And Victor was the
smal | est band in the National C ass.

Under the direction of Eric
Everhart, Victor went undefeated in the New York
State Field Band Conference, receiving four First
Pl ace finishes and one CQutstanding rating.

You know, Victor Hi gh School has
produced state chanpions and sectional chanpions
in alot of great teanms from |l acrosse to hockey
to football. Marching bands, by the way, adhere
to that sane dedication, teamwrk, precision and
work ethic as all of those other teans, and |
t hi nk soneti mes we overl ook that.

So | want to thank you,

M. President, for the opportunity to share ny
pride in the acconplishnment of one of ny |ocal
school districts. Go Blue Devils!

Thank you, sir.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Thank
you, Senator Funke.

The question is on the resolution.
Al in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Opposed,

nay.
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(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
resol ution is adopt ed.

M. Fl oor Leader.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO
M. President, Senator Funke has agreed to open
this up for cosponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
resolution is open for sponsorship. |If you do
not wish to be a cosponsor, please notify the
desk.

Fl oor Leader.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. Yes, could
you please call on Senator Martins for an
i ntroduction of sone very inportant people.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Martins.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Good nor ni ng,
M. President.

It's my honor to present to the
chanber today a del egation fromthe Boy Scouts of
Anerica that's here with us in the gallery. They
join us fromacross New York State here to
present the 2015 annual report.

Al 16 councils from New York State
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are here represented, and this event was
coordi nated by nmy own hone council, the Nassau
County Council, the Theodore Roosevelt Council.

| want to take the opportunity to
recogni ze Jay Garee and Steve G osskopf, who are
both here, fromthe Theodore Roosevelt Council.
Gentl enmen, thank you very much for being here.

But just sone of the highlights from
the report. M. President, there are 149, 125
yout h nenbers of Boy Scouts in America in
New York State in 2015. There are 37,727 adult
volunteers. And they all cane together to record
over 674,000 hours of service to all of our
comunities across the state.

Nearly 2,000 young men attained the
rank of Eagle Scout, the highest rank you can
achieve in scouting. There were nearly 87,000
merit badges earned, nost of them-- or nmany of
t hem focusi ng on the STEM fi el ds, which has been
a priority for this chanber and for the
Legi slature as a whol e over the course of the
| ast few years.

It's inportant, | think, that we
understand, when it cones to the Boy Scouts of

Anerica, it's an organi zation that focuses on
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God, country, famly, self-sufficiency. It's an
organi zati on that has produced many of the
greatest | eaders we've had in our country and
continues to produce | eaders for our |ocal
conmuni ties.

So | appreciate the opportunity,

M. President, that |I've had this norning, not
only to recognize the men who are here in the
roomwith us and who will be presenting their
report on their achievenents in 2015, but also to
recogni ze the organi zation for the trenendous
benefit they provide here in New York State,
across the country. And it's sonething that
shoul d not be overl ooked.

So again, | ask ny colleagues to
join me in welcomng the representatives from
across the state fromthe Boy Scouts of Anerica.

Gentl emen, thank you. Thank you
very nmuch for teaching our |eaders of today and
tomorrow, for presenting those things that are
best in society, those things that should be
prioritized. And it's really a pleasure to have
you with us today. Looking forward to spending
sonme nonents with you later in the day.

M. President, thank you.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Thank
you, Senator Martins.

Senat or Croci .

SENATOR CRCOCI : Thank you,

M. President.

You know, when Lord Baden- Powel |
decided to found the Boy Scouts of Anerica in the
| ate 1800s, he was concerned that young nen were
becoming too citified, that they were | osing
t hose survival skills that nen should have. And
so the Boy Scouts of America, which began there
in England and canme to the United States, was
designed to get young nmen out and to explore
t hose survival skills to give you the
sel f-confidence to survive in this world. Which
is, as we know, becom ng ever nore conpl ex.

Trustworthy, l|oyal, helpful,
friendly, courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful,
thrifty, brave, clean, and reverent. |If you know
not hi ng el se, renenber those things and they are
a guide for you. That's all you really need to
know in life, are those sinple virtues. They
wi || guide you through whatever conplexities that
you face.

To all of you who will achieve the
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rank of Eagle, | can tell you that that was
sonething that was formative in ny life and w |
be formative in your lives, and you will carry it
wi th you wherever you go. Being a Boy Scout is a
| ot nmore than wearing a uni formand goi ng on
canpouts and earning nerit badges. Being a Boy
Scout means whether you're in uniformor not, you
enbody the virtues of this nation, you enbody
what is best about being a young man in the
United States of Anerica. And you give us al
great pride when you cone to Al bany to show us
what you' ve been doing in your districts and to
denonstrate the great worth of the Boy Scouts of
America to our republic.

So thank you all, and God bl ess.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Croci, thank you.

Senat or Mar chi one.

SENATOR MARCHI ONE: Thank you,
M. President.

Thank you, Senator Croci.

And as | listened to himtalk,
certainly could tell that he hinself was an Eagl e
Scout. And, you know, | was at an Eagl e Scout

cerenony on Sunday -- they're sone of ny nost
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speci al opportunities that | have as a Senator --
and | was listening to the young boy on Sunday
about what he had done, what he had acconpli shed
for a local VFW how he had renodel ed an entire
kitchen, and all that he had done to becone a
scout. And | congratul ated himon his speci al
day of becom ng an Eagl e Scout.

Vel l, even nore inportant, once an
Eagl e, always an Eagle. You' re an Eagle Scout
and you wear that for the rest of your lives, as
you should. It is the enbodi nent of what we
shoul d be as Anerican citizens. Wat young nen
learn in Boy Scouts, they take with them they
share with the rest of us, they share with the
next generation to cone.

You provide an inval uable service to
t he boys and young nen and nmen of our country.
And | just wanted to tell you how appreciative |
amof all that you do.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Little.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Thank you very
much.

And wel cone to the Senate chanber in
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Al bany.

And thank you, Senator Croci, for
this resolution.

"' mthe proud grandnot her of two
Eagl e Scouts, presently age 14 and 16. But |
want to tell you one of the things that inpresses
me nost about Boy Scouts and their projects and
their ability to nove up the line and to get new
status and new awards, ultinmately to becone an
Eagl e Scout, is their involvenent in the
comunity.

And | think once you have
experienced that comrunity participation and
i nvol venent, you will always be involved in your
community. And | see it today in ny own
comunity, with the men who are involved in al
ki nds of organi zations. And when | go to the Boy
Scouts dinner and they ask all of the Eagle
Scouts to stand, they're standing.

So it's a lifelong experience that
you will carry with you of how inportant it is to
be involved in the community and to be able to
make a difference in your community, as you wll
be able to do.

So thank you for being here.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
DeFranci sco to cl ose.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Thank you.

| want to thank you all for being
here, and | want to give a special thanks to al
the adults who vol unteer and meke sure all of you
have this opportunity to be the best you can
possi bly be and becone good, sound citizens.

| can't recite all of the attributes
of a Boy Scout as Senator Croci did; | couldn't
even do it slowy. But he obviously -- it
obviously inpressed him and he is one of the
finest Senators in this chanber, a person of
integrity and character.

And | want to thank you because |
get sick and tired of reading in the paper al
the horrible things that youth are doing or not
doing or getting in trouble and the |ike. And
having you here is refreshing that there's people
who actually do the right thing, young people who
are going to be | eaders of tonorrow, and
hopefully lead us better than we have led this
state in the past.

Lastly, one other little acronym

that I think m ght be helpful to you when you're
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t hi nki ng about how you become successful. Just
think of the word CARE. People that are
successful really care. And the letters in that
word nmean somet hi ng.

C, character. Character is doing
the right thing when no one's |ooking. It's easy
to do it here, everybody's watching you. But
when you're al one and you have choi ces as to what
the right thing is, the bad thing, and you have
that choice unilaterally what to do, you do the
right thing. A person with character.

A, attitude. Everybody knows people
that are always m serable. Al ways m serabl e.

You don't want to be around those people. Nobody
in this chanber. But you don't want to be around
t hose people. You want to be with peopl e that
have a positive attitude. And that clearly is a
good direction for all of us to have, to have a
good attitude.

R, responsibility. In order to be
responsi ble for others and to help others, you've
got to be responsible for yourself. Everybody
needs hel p, but responsibility starts with
yoursel f, then you can hel p others.

And | astly, E, excellence.
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Excel l ence. You' ve got to strive for excellence.
You can't always do what you want to do. |
really wanted to play shortstop for the New York
Yankees. | wasn't good enough. And |I'd give
anything to dunk the basketball. That ain't
goi ng to happen.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO But everybody
has their attributes that are really special
attributes. Use those attributes to excel in
your area.

So thank you for being here. Thank
you for being a role nodel for your peers. And
al ways CARE.

Thank you.

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: M.

Fl oor Leader.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. Are you ready
for the next event?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Lati mer wi shes to be heard on this.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. Oh, | thought
| closed. | msunderstood what you said.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: You di d.
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SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Ckay, go
ahead.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: It was a
very good speech, M. Floor Leader.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Lati mer.

SENATOR LATI MER: May | apol ogi ze
to Senator DeFrancisco. | just arrived with sone
Scouts fromny district as you were speaking, so
nmy apol ogies. W'Ill let Senator DeFrancisco's be
the official closing of it, but I couldn't |et
t he nonent pass w thout saying a few words as
well. So | appreciate your indul gence.

" mthe happy uncle of two Eagle
Scouts. M younger sister has three boys; |
menti oned one who's already deployed in the
M deast as a nenber of the U S. Arny Reserves.
The other two sons are both Eagle Scouts. And
|"ve watched both ny sister and ny brother-in-|aw
go through the process of having their sons be so
deeply commtted to scouting, as our visitors are
today to the scouting organization.

And | really do understand on a

personal |evel how valuable it is. | had tal ked
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to my brother-in-law at one point in tine -- we
had a conversation that sonetinmes conmes up, you
know, when you're sitting around w th not hing

el se to tal k about, which is not often in this
chanber, and that is: Wen do you see a boy
become a nan? And there's also a corollary,
obviously, for girls as well. Wen do you see a
young girl grow up into wonanhood?

And we tal ked about sone of those
nmonments. One of those nonents is when you see
your son behind the wheel of a car getting ready
to learn how to drive and actually operate a car.
It's a little frightful nonent, | nust admt.

When you see, you know, your son on
a date with a girl, and you go, ny God, this is
really starting to happen, they're getting to the
next stage of life.

But we both agreed, because we had
the opportunity to see his three sons grow up,
that there is a nonent at which you see a young
person take on a responsibility and conplete it.
And for any of us who went through our teenage
years, you may have the physicality of an adult,
but you don't necessarily have the maturity of an

adult yet.
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But when you watch Scouts as you
have here, and those not only that achi eve Eagl e,
but those that are commtted to it even short of
bei ng an Eagle, you're watching a young person
beconme an adult before your very eyes. You're
wat ching them take on, with maturity, a project
and conpleting it.

And everything that Senator
DeFranci sco said, and |I'm sure those who spoke
prior to that nmade the sane basic point, just to
reinforce that it is a critical way to build
Anericans for the future.

So again, with the indul gence of
bot h Senat or DeFranci sco and the President, |
want to rise to also support this effort to
recogni ze scouting. It's a very inportant
organi zation in ny district, and we're very gl ad
that they're here today to join us in this house.

Wth that, thank you, M. President,
for the opportunity to share a few thoughts.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Latimer, thank you very nuch

To our guests in the gallery, on
behal f of the Floor Leader and the rest of the

Senate, we wel cone you and extend all the
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privil eges of the house.

Vel cone.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: FI oor
Leader.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes, could we
now t ake up Resol ution 4718, by Senator Conrie,
read the title only, and please call on the
Senat or to speak.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 4718, by Senator Conrti e,
nmourni ng the death of Malik "Phife Dawg" Tayl or,
hi p hop pioneer, distinguished citizen, and
devot ed nenber of his community.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Senat or
Conri e.

SENATOR COWRI E: Thank you,

M. President.

Wth your indulgence, | rise to say:
M crophone check one, two. Wat is this? It's
Senator Leroy Conrie with some Sout heast Queens
busi ness.

(Laughter.)
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SENATOR COWRI E: M. President, |
rise to pay homage to an icon, not only in the
comunity that he was born and raised in; Mlik
Boyce- Tayl or was an artist that was revered
wor | dwi de and hel ped bridge the gap between young
and old, rich and poor. And whether you were
white, brown, yellow, Puerto Rican or Haitian,

Mal i k Tayl or, known as Phife Dawg, represented
peopl e of every nation through a nedium called
hi p hop.

Many of you don't know, but |
represent Sout heast Queens, which has sone of the
hi storians of hip hop -- Run-D.MC., De La Soul,
50 Cent, LL Cool J all live in the 14th
Senatorial District. 1've been privileged to
have worked with, directly, LL Cool J, as every
year he hosts a Comunity Basketball Mnth event
in our district. He still attends Allen AME
Church on a regul ar.

|"ve had the opportunity to put up a
street sign to honor Run-D.M C. after they got
into the H p Hop Hall of Fane, which was a
sem nal event in our commttee. One of the best
times | had when | was a City Council nenber,

having the entire Run-D.MC. fam |y cone back to
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Hol lis, Queens, where they grew up.

Al'so |'ve been able to work with
50 Cent, as he's done community give-backs to the
comunity. |'mno Joe Robach with concerts every
year, but I'mworking on it.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR COWRI E: But 1'mhere this
norning to offer sincere condol ences to the
bereaved Phife, Malik Taylor, and to the bereaved
Tayl or and Boyce fam i es.

Now, back in the days on Linden
Boul evard, he used to kick routines, and his
presence was fitting. 1In the early 1990s it was
then Phife, a menber of the seminal rap group A
Tribe Called Quest, rapping fromthe roof of
Nucl ear Cl eaners, the cleaners that | actually am
going to later today or early tonorrow norning,
depending on what time | get back to Queens,
because it's a major local cleaner. And if you
| ook at one of their rap videos, they're on the
roof of Nuclear Cleaners -- it's a small business
whi ch has been around for over 25 years -- that
they laid down the blueprint to usher in a new
era of conscious geopolitical nusic.

Their innovation changed the sound
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of hip hop and R&B with jazzy nel odi c beats.
Phife's music spoke not only to the nenbers of
his generation but to the tineless beauty of an
art formthat transcends race, religion
ethnicity, and econom ¢ background, so nuch so
that TI ME nagazi ne included his song "Scenari 0"
onits list of the All-TIME 100 Songs, and a
rendition of the song was perfornmed by the cast
inthe filmPitch Perfect 2.

To quote -- let me get this right,
Shontell -- "to ny Tribe that flows in |ayers

Ri ght now, Phife is a poem sayer

At tinmes, I'ma studio conveyor

M. Dinkins, would you pl ease be ny
mayor ?

You'll be doing us areally big
favor."

| didn't do that quite right, but
rap is not ny forte.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR COWRI E: Wth words that
spoke to a burgeoning tone in hip hop, the young
peopl e were becom ng nore savvy, nore engaged,
and nore aware of how to use their art to inpact

their surroundings politically. This was due to
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the influence of Phife Diggy and to A Tribe
Cal | ed Quest.

Unfortunately, due to conplications
from di abet es, a young poet has now gone on Award
Tour with the thoughts of his fans, who renenber
himfondly with the mc in his hands.

| have been privileged in ny tinme as

a public official to work with nusical pioneers,
as |'ve said earlier, and |I've had the pleasure
of even opening a community garden with 50 Cent,
as | said, working with Run-D.MC. and LL Cool J
and ot her young artists in Southeast Queens.
Sout heast Queens has a deep nusical | egacy going
back to Count Basie. Janmes Brown had a hone in
Sout heast Queens that many people still visit as
a part of a historical tour.

Sout heast Queens is a great
comunity that I"mproud to represent. And A
Tribe Called Quest, when they cane al ong, they
truly exenplified the pride of Southeast Queens.

The M. Energetic, who never sounded
pat hetic, when's the last time you heard a funky
di abetic, al so opened the door for a serious
conversation in our community about diabetes and

heal t hcare, particularly for nen of color, once
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young peopl e saw a person they could relate to
who was dealing with those issues.

It is ny distinct pleasure to close
by proving how far-reaching the nusic of Malik
"Phi fe Dawg" Tayl or reached beyond the basenent
of his nother's Sout heast Queens hone. It's
environment that the nusic of hip hop, the nusic
of Malik "Phife Dawg” Taylor is not only
tinmeless, it crosses boroughs, borders and
boundaries. So when | ask Senator Parker from
Br ookl yn or Senator Robach from Rochester, "Can

kick it?" they instantly have a reply: "Yes, you

can!"

Thank you, M. President.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Thank you
for the resolution, Senator Conrie. | felt good

about our relationship on the El ections
Commttee -- | feel even better know ng that you
can educate ne on all things hip hop. Thank you.
(Laughter.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: To the
menbers of the house, the question is on the
resolution. Al in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
resol ution is adopt ed.

M. Fl oor Leader.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Senat or
Conri e has asked to open this up for
cosponsor shi p.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: The
resolution is open for cosponsorship. |If you do
not wish to be a cosponsor, please notify the
desk.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. And 1'd Iike
to just close by hoping that Senator Conrie,
Senat or Parker, and Senator Robach begin a hip
hop group over the break and do a little
performance for us when we cone back after the
br eak.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. Wth that
said, is there any further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: There is
not, M. Floor Leader.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO That bei ng
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the case, | nove to adjourn until Monday,
April 11, at 3:00 p.m, intervening days being
| egi sl ative days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT AKSHAR: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until Monday,
April 11th, at 3:00 p.m, intervening days being
| egi sl ative days.

(Whereupon, at 10:24 a.m, the

Senat e adj ourned.)
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