OCoO~NOUIRWNPEF

STATE OF NEW YORK

9424

| N SENATE

March 11, 2026

Introduced by Sen. BRISPORT -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmtted to the Conmittee on Children and Famlies

AN ACT to anmend the social services law, in relation to renoving
research restrictions fromcertain unfounded reports of alleged abuse
or mal treat ment

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subparagraphs (iv) and (v) of paragraph (a) of subdivision
5 of section 422 of the social services |aw, subparagraph (iv) as
anended by chapter 555 of the laws of 2000, and subparagraph (v) as
anended by chapter 256 of the laws of 2014, are anmended and a new
subparagraph (vi) is added to read as foll ows:

(iv) to the subject of the report; [and]

(v) to a district attorney, an assistant district attorney, an inves-
tigator enployed in the office of a district attorney, or to a sworn
officer of the division of state police, of a city, county, town or
village police departnent or of a county sheriff's office when such
official wverifies that the report 1is necessary to conduct an active
i nvestigation or prosecution of a violation of subdivision four of
section 240.50 of the penal |aw -]; and

(vi) to any person engaged in a bona fide research purpose, provided,
however, that no information identifying the subjects of the report and
other persons naned in the report shall be nade available to the
researcher unless it is absolutely essential to the research purpose and
the departnment gives prior approval.

8 2. Subparagraph (vii) of paragraph (d) of subdivision 5 of section
427-a of the social services |law, as anmended by chapter 377 of the | aws
of 2011, is anended and a new subparagraph (viii) is added to read as
fol | ows:

(vii) the subject of the report included in the records of the famly
assessment and services track[-]; and

(viii) any person engaged in a bona fide research purpose, provided,
however, that no information identifying the subjects of the report and
ot her persons nanmed in the report and records created shall be nmade

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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available to the researcher unless it is absolutely essential to the

research purpose and the departnent gives prior approval.

8§ 3. This act shall
have becone a | aw.

take effect on the thirtieth day after it shall



