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STATE OF NEW YORK

9385

| N SENATE

March 6, 2026

Introduced by Sen. ZELLNER -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Racing, Gaming and Wager-

i ng

AN ACT to anend the racing, pari-mutuel wagering and breeding law, in
relation to additional qualifications for the board nenbers of
regional off-track betting corporations; and to anend section 2 of
part JJ of chapter 56 of the |aws of 2023 anending the racing, pari-
nmut uel wagering and breeding law, relating to the nenbership of the
board of directors of the western regional off-track betting corpo-
ration, in relation to the effectiveness thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 502 of the racing, pari-nmutue
wagering and breeding law, as anended by chapter 710 of the | aws of
1990, is amended to read as foll ows:

1. a. Aregional off-track betting corporation is hereby established
for each region, except the New York city region for which the New York
city off-track betting corporation established pursuant to and subject
to article six of this chapter shall constitute the regi onal corporation
and such article six shall govern such New York city off-track betting
corporation. Each regional corporation shall be a body corporate and
politic constituting a public benefit corporation. Each corporation
shall be adm nistered by a board of directors consisting of two nenbers
from each participating county containing a city of over one hundred
fifty thousand in popul ation, according to the |ast federal census, and
one nmenber from each other participating county. Notw thstandi ng any
ot her provision of lawto the contrary, the nenbers shall be appointed
by the county governing body, and may, at the discretion of such govern-
ing body of counties which have a population of |ess than two hundred
t housand, include sitting nenbers of such governing body. A nember of a
governing body who is appointed a director after July first, nineteen
hundred ninety shall not be conpensated by the regional corporation
provi ded, however, that the mayor of a city of over one hundred fifty
t housand that has elected to participate in the managenent of a corpo-
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ration pursuant to subdivision two of this section shall, with the
approval of the city's legislative body, appoint one of the nenbers to
which the county containing such city is entitled. In the case of the
corporation established for the Suffolk region and Nassau region, the
board of directors of each corporation shall consist of three nmenbers
appointed by the governing body of each county, not nore than two of
whom shal | be nenbers of the sanme political party. Each director shal
serve at the pleasure of the governing body or mayor appointing [h
such director, as the case may be. A [ehairwan] chair shall be elected
by the menbers to serve a termof one year.

b. No person who has served as a nenber, officer or enployee of the
corporation shall within a period of ten vyears after such person's
termination of such service or enploynent, regardless of the reason for
termination, (i) be appointed or qualified as a nenber of the corpo-
ration; or (ii) appear, practice before, or communicate with the corpo-
ration, directly or indirectly, to pronote or oppose the passage of
resolutions by the board of directors.

c. No person who is appointed to be a nenber of the board of directors
may attend or participate in any board neetings, including executive
sessions, until that person's application for a license has been
approved by the conm ssion.

8§ 2. Subdivisions 6 and 7 of section 502-a of the racing, pari-nmutuel
wagering and breeding | aw are renunmbered subdivisions 7 and 8 and a new
subdivision 6 is added to read as foll ows:

6. a. No person who has served as a nenber, officer or enployee of the
corporation shall within a period of ten years after such person's
termi nati on of such service or enploynent, regardless of the reason for
termination, (i) be appointed or qualified as a nenber of the corpo-
ration; or (ii) appear, practice before, or conmunicate with the corpo-
ration, directly or indirectly, to pronote or oppose the passage of
resolutions by the board of directors.

b. No person who is appointed to be a nenber of the board of directors
may attend or participate in any board neetings, including executive
sessions, until that person's application for a license has been
approved by the conm ssion.

8 3. Section 2 of part JJ of chapter 56 of the [aws of 2023, anending
the racing, pari-nutuel wagering and breeding law, relating to the
menbership of the board of directors of the western regional off-track
betting corporation, is amended to read as foll ows:

8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately; provided, however, that
effective imedi ately, cities and counties may take any action necessary
to begin the selection and appointment process for new board nenber
terns pursuant to this act; and provided further, that upon sel ection of
new board nenbers, cities and counties shall notify the corporation of
their respective appointnents via certified mail; and provided further,
that this act shall expire and be deened repeal ed [feu+] fourteen years
after such effective date.

8 4. This act shall take effect imediately; provided, however, that
the amendnents to section 502-a of the racing, pari-nutuel wagering and
breedi ng | aw nade by section two of this act shall not affect the repeal
of such section and shall be deenmed repeal ed therewth.




