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STATE OF NEW YORK

9290

| N SENATE

February 25, 2026

Introduced by Sen. CLEARE -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmtted to the Committee on Social Services

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to establishing a
state SNAP mi ni num benefit enhancenent program for senior New Yorkers

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The social services law is anended by adding a new section
95-b to read as foll ows:

8 95-b. State senior supplenental nutrition assistance program m nhi num
benefit enhancenent program 1. As used in this section, the follow ng
terns shall have the foll owi ng neani ngs:

(a) "Senior" neans a New York resident who is aged sixty vyears or
ol der;

(b) "SNAP" nmeans the supplenental nutrition assistance program estab-
li shed pursuant to section ninety-five of this title; and

(c) "Eligible household" neans a household with a senior that is
certified to receive a federal SNAP benefit.

2. The office of tenporary and disability assistance shall establish a
state senior SNAP nmininmum benefit enhancenent program Under such
program the office shall distribute to each eligible household a nonth-
ly state SNAP benefit of an additional fifty dollars in addition to the
federal SNAP nonthly benefit, subject to available state and federa
funds. This programshall be subject to the sane state rules and proce-
dures for inplenenting the federal SNAP to the greatest extent possible,
including, but not linmted to, distributing the state SNAP benefit using
the programis electronic benefit transfer systemand requiring that
benefits be used solely for the purchase of food as defined in 7 US. C
s. 2012.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect i mediately.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old law to be onitted.
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