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STATE OF NEW YORK

9214

| N SENATE

February 17, 2026

I ntroduced by Sens. CLEARE, KAVANAGH -- read tw ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmtted to the Commttee on Housing,
Construction and Communi ty Devel opnent

AN ACT to amend the private housing finance law, in relation to estab-
I ishing an affordabl e i ndependent seni or housi ng assi stance program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The private housing finance law is anended by adding a new
article 29-A to read as fol |l ows:
ARTICLE XXl X-A
AFFORDABLE | NDEPENDENT SENI OR HOUSI NG ASSI STANCE PROGRAM
Section 1265. Affordabl e independent senior housing assistance program

8 1265. Affordabl e i ndependent senior housing assistance program 1
Establi shnent. The conmi ssioner, in conjunction with the conmmi ssi oner of
health, shall develop an affordable i ndependent seni or housi ng assi st -
ance program which shall provide grants within anobunts appropriated or
otherwise available therefor to affordable independent senior housing
properties to establish and operate resident assistance prograns. The
grants shall be distributed by the conmi ssioner of health.

2. Definitions. For purposes of this article, the following terns
shall have the follow ng neanings: (a) "affordable independent senior
housing property" shall nean apartnent buildings or apartnent conpl exes
occupi ed by individuals over sixty years of age, who live independently
and at least eighty percent of whom have a total household incone that
does not exceed sixty percent of the area nedian incone; and

(b) "resident assistance" shall nean support offered to residents of
af f ordabl e i ndependent seni or housing properties to help pronpote healthy
living by extending i ndependence and inproving quality of life.

3. Assistance. Resident assistance shall be deternined by the comm s-
sioner of health; provided however, that the provision of such assist-

ance shall not include any services or assistance that requires the

property to be licensed as an adult care facility pursuant to article

seven of the social services law or an assisted living residence pursu-

ant to article forty-six-B of the public health | aw Prior to issuing
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any grants pursuant to this article, the departnent of health shal
solicit input fromvarious stakeholders to deternmine what would consti -
tute assistance to ensure that such assistance would not require such
licensure. A summary of such input and the deternmination by the depart-
nent of health as to whether the assistance provided by the grant appli -
cant would require licensure as an adult care facility or assisted
living residence shall be in witing and shared with the various st ake-
holders prior to the approval of any grants pursuant to this section.

4. Allocation. Sixty percent of the total funds awarded pursuant to
this article in any fiscal year shall be allocated to projects |ocated
in urban areas of the state, as such termis defined in subdivision four
of section twelve hundred thirty-one of this chapter. Forty percent of
the total funds awarded pursuant to this article in any fiscal year
shall be allocated to projects located in rural areas of the state, as
such term is defined in subdivision three of section twelve hundred
thirty-one of this chapter. Any funds appropriated or otherwise avail-
able therefor for the programnmay be transferred to the departnent of
health. A portion of any amounts appropriated or otherwise available
therefor nmay be wused by the conmm ssioner of health to adninister the

program
8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.




