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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

(Prefil ed)
January 8, 2025

Introduced by Sen. S. RYAN -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmmittee on Judiciary

AN ACT to anend the judiciary law, in relation to requiring town and
village <courts conpensate tenporary interpreters for deaf or hard of
heari ng persons

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 387 of the judiciary |law, as amended by chapter 15
of the laws of 1975, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 387. Tenporary appoi ntnent of interpreters. If the services of an
interpreter be required in any court and there be no unenpl oyed officia
interpreter to act therein, the court nay appoint an interpreter to act
tenmporarily in such court. Such interpreter shall before entering upon
[Rs] such interpreter's duties file with the clerk of the court the
constitutional oath of office. The court shall fix the conpensation of
such interpreter [at—noet—rore—thanr—twenty—five] a mninmum of one hundred
ten dollars per day for each day's actual attendance by direction of the
presiding judge or justice and such conpensation shall be paid fromthe
court fund of the county upon the order of the court, provided, however,
that if the conpensation of the tenporary interpreter is greater than
one hundred ten dollars per day, the anpunt in excess of one hundred
ten dollars shall be paid by the town or village where the court is
| ocat ed.

§ 2. Subdivision 1 of section 390 of the judiciary |aw, as anmended by
chapter 272 of the laws of 2015, is anmended to read as follows:

1. Whenever any deaf or hard of hearing person is a party to a |egal
proceeding of any nature, or a witness or juror or prospective juror
therein, the court in all instances shall appoint a qualified interpret-
er who is certified by a recogni zed national or New York state creden-
tialing authority as approved by the chief adm nistrator of the courts
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to interpret the proceeding to, and the testinony of, such deaf or hard
of hearing person; provided, however, where conpliance with this section
woul d cause unreasonable delay in court proceedings, the court shall be
authorized to tenporarily appoint an interpreter who is otherw se quali-
fied to interpret the proceedings to, and the testinony of, such deaf or
hard of hearing person until a certified interpreter is available. In
any crimnal action in a state-funded court, the court shall also
appoint such an interpreter to interpret the proceedings to a deaf or
hard of hearing person who is the victimof the crinme or nay appoint
such interpreter for the deaf or hard of hearing nenbers of the i medi-
ate fanmily (parent or spouse) of a victimof the crine when specifically
requested to do so by such victimor famly nenber. The fee for all such
interpreting services shall be a charge upon the state at rates of
conpensation established by rule of the chief adm nistrator; except that
where such interpreting services are rendered in a justice court, the
fee therefor shall be paid as provided by law in effect on July first,
ni neteen hundred ninety-one, and where tenporary interpreter services
are rendered, the fee therefor shall be paid as provided in section

three hundred eighty-seven of this article.
8 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.




