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STATE OF NEW YORK

9044

| N SENATE

January 27, 2026

I ntroduced by Sen. GOUNARDES -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to establishing an ener-
gency aid grant programto allow the state university of New York or
the city wuniversity of New York to provide energency aid grants to
certain students

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Section 6301 of the education law is anended by addi ng two
new subdivisions 7 and 8 to read as foll ows:

7. "Enmergency aid grant”. A grant provided to an undergraduate student
attending a comunity college, as defined in subdivision two of this
section and subdivision two of section three hundred fifty of this chap-
ter, and determ ned by such college to be eligible for such grant, who,
due to unexpected or unforeseen events, requires financial assistance
for expenses which may include but are not limted to food, clothing,
housi ng, course materials, technology, transportation, nedical expenses,
or child care. An energency aid grant shall not be used to pay outstand-
ing tuition or fees or for the repaynent of student | oans.

8. "Energency aid grant program'. The program established pursuant to
section sixty-three hundred twelve of this article wherein a conmunity
coll ege provides energency aid grants to students and for which the
state provides annual matching funds to such coll ege.

8§ 2. The education |law is anended by adding a new section 6312 to read
as foll ows:

8 6312. Energency aid grant matching program 1. Each comunity
coll ege established and operated pursuant to the provisions of this
article shall establish an energency aid grant programfor students
deened eligible for such energency aid. The state shall provide each
community college an appropriation equal to one-half of all grants
di sbursed or to be disbursed in such program provided that such appro-
priation shall not exceed twelve hundred fifty dollars per student who
received or will receive an energency aid grant and shall not exceed
nore than sixty-two thousand five hundred dollars per comunity college.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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2. The board of trustees may establish requirenents, as such board
deens necessary, for community colleges to access the matching funds

provided by the state pursuant to subdivision one of this section
provi ded that:

a. Energency aid grants shall not be used to cover any outstanding
tuition or fees owed to the state university of New York

b. Energency aid grants shall not be treated as inconme for the
pur poses of calculating financial aid offers or awards or when determnin-
ing any expected student and/or famly contribution; and

C. Community colleges shall denonstrate, to the satisfaction of the
board, that, as a conponent of a canpus energency aid grant program
such college has other sufficient resources and services available to
support students experiencing financial distress.

3. Wthin thirty days of the conclusion of every academc vyear, each
community college shall submt the necessary data prescribed in section
si x _hundred seventy-nine-k of this chapter to the New York state higher
education services corporation for the purposes of the report required
by such section.

8§ 3. Section 350 of the education law is amended by adding two new
subdi visions 14 and 15 to read as foll ows:

14. "Enmergency aid grant"” neans a grant provided to an undergraduate
student attending a state-operated institution, as defined in subdivi-
sion four of this section, and determ ned by such institution to be
eligible for such grant, who, due to unexpected or unforeseen events,
requires financial assistance for expenses which may include but are not
limted to food, clothing, housing. course materials, technology, trans-
portation, nedical expenses., or child care. An energency aid grant shal
not be used to pay outstanding tuition or fees or for the repaynent of
student | oans.

15. "Energency aid grant progrant neans the program established pursu-
ant to section three hundred fifty-five-f of this article wherein a
state-operated institution provides energency aid grants to students and
for which the state provides annual matching funds to such institution.

8 4. The education lawis amended by adding a new section 355-f to
read as foll ows:

8§ 355-f. Energency aid grant matching program 1. Each state-operated
institution shall establish an energency aid grant program for students
deened eligible by such institution for such energency aid. The state
shall provide each institution with an appropriation equal to one-half
of all grants disbursed or to be disbursed in such program provided
that such appropriation shall not exceed twelve hundred fifty dollars
per student who received or will receive an energency aid grant and
shall not exceed nore than sixty-two thousand five hundred dollars per
state-operated institution.

2. The state university trustees nmay establish requirenents, as such
trustees deem necessary, for state-operated institutions to access the
mat ching funds provided by the state pursuant to subdivision one of this
section, provided that:

a. Emergency aid grants shall not be used to cover any outstanding
tuition or fees owed to the state university of New York

b. Energency aid grants shall not be treated as incone for the
pur poses of calculating financial aid offers or awards or when deternin-
ing any expected student and/or famly contribution; and

c. State-operated institutions shall denpnstrate, to the satisfaction
of the trustees, that, as a conponent of a canpus energency aid grant
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program such institution has other sufficient resources and services
avail able to support students experiencing financial distress.

3. Wthin thirty days of the conclusion of every acadenic year, each
state-operated institution shall subnmit the necessary data prescribed in
section six hundred eighty-nine-b of this title to the New York state
hi gher education services corporation for the purposes of the report
required by such section.

8§ 5. Section 6202 of the education law is amended by adding two new
subdi visions 10 and 11 to read as foll ows:

10. The term"energency aid grant” shall nmean a grant provided to an
under graduate student attending a conmunity college., as defined in
subdivision four of this section, or a senior college, as defined in
subdi vision five of this section., and determ ned by such college to be
eligible for such grant, who, due to unexpected or unforeseen events,
requires financial assistance for expenses which may include but are not
limted to food, clothing, housing, course materials, technology, trans-
portation, nedical expenses, or child care. An energency aid grant shal
not be used to pay outstanding tuition or fees or for the repaynent of
student | oans.

11. The term "energency aid grant progrant shall nean the program
established pursuant to section sixty-two hundred thirty-five of this
article wherein a comunity college or senior college provides energency
aid grants to students and for which the state provides annual matching
funds to such coll ege.

§ 6. The education law is anended by addi ng a new section 6235 to read
as foll ows:

8 6235. Energency aid grant natching program 1. Each comrunity
college and senior <college shall establish an energency aid grant
program for students deened eligible by such college for such energency
aid. The state shall provide each college with an appropriation equal to

one-half of all qgrants disbursed or to be disbursed in such program
provi ded that such appropriation shall not exceed twelve hundred fifty
dollars per student who received or will receive an energency aid grant

and shall not exceed nore than sixty-two thousand five hundred dollars
per community college or senior college.

2. The board of trustees, as defined in subdivision one of section
sixty-two hundred two of this article, nmay establish requirenents, as
such board deens necessary., for community colleges and senior colleges
to access the matching funds provided by the state pursuant to subdivi-
sion one of this section, provided that:

a. Enmergency aid grants shall not be used to cover any outstanding
tuition or fees owed to the city university of New York;

b. Energency aid grants shall not be treated as incone for the
pur poses of calculating financial aid offers or awards or when deternin-
ing any expected student and/or famly contribution; and

c. A comunity <college or senior college shall denonstrate, to the
satisfaction of the board, that, as a conponent of a canpus energency
aid grant program such college has other sufficient resources and
services available to support students experiencing financial distress.

d. Wthin thirty days of the conclusion of every academ c year, each
conmmunity college and senior college shall submt the necessary data
prescribed in section six hundred eighty-nine-b of this chapter to the
New York state higher education services corporation for the purposes of
the report required by such section.

§ 7. The education lawis anended by adding a new section 689-b to
read as foll ows:
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689-b. Annual report on the energency aid grant natchin rogram 1

The corporation shall collect fromeach community college as defined in
subdivision tw of section sixty-three hundred one of this chapter,
state-operated institution as defined in subdivision four of section
three hundred fifty of this title, conmunity college as defined in
subdi vision four of section sixty-two hundred two of this chapter, and
senior college as defined in subdivision five of section sixty-two
hundred two of this chapter. the follow ng data on each such college or
institution's energency aid grant progranms on an annual basis:

(a) the nunber of students at each canpus who received funds through
the energency aid grant prograns established in section three hundred
fifty-five-f of this title and sections sixty-three hundred twelve and
sixty-two hundred thirty-five of this chapter. and the total anpunt of
grants awar ded;

(b) the average dollar anpunt provided to each student pursuant to
such program

c) the percentage of students who received an enmergency aid grant who
are still enrolled in the city university of New York or the state
university of New York, and the percentage who are not enrolled in such
uni versities;

(d) the percentage of students who received an energency aid grant who
have successfully conpleted a degree programat the state university of
New York or the city university of New York

(e) post-graduation outconmes of students receiving energency aid
grants including further education, enploynment, and wages, to the extent
such information is available to the corporation; provided that such
data is presented in an anonyni zed and aggregated format;

(f) other information deened necessary by the corporation to evaluate
the effectiveness of the energency aid grant program

2. No later than thirty days after the corporation receives such
information from conmmnity colleges, state-operated institutions, and
senior colleges, the corporation shall conpile such information into an
annual report to be published on the corporation's website and transmt-
ted to the governor, the speaker of the assenbly, the tenporary presi-
dent of the senate, and the chairs of the senate higher education
comittee and the assenbly higher education comittee.

3. The corporation is authorized to pronulgate rules and regul ations
to effectuate the provisions of this section.

§ 8. This act shall take effect August 1, 2027 and shall apply to the
academ c year next succeeding the date on which it shall have becone a
law. Effective inmmediately, the addition, anendnment, and/or repeal of
any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation of this act on
its effective date are authorized to be nade and conpleted on or before
such effective date.




