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STATE OF NEW YORK

894--A

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

(Prefil ed)
January 8, 2025

Introduced by Sens. SEPULVEDA, GOUNARDES -- read twi ce and ordered
printed, and when printed to be comritted to the Conmttee on Educa-
tion -- commttee discharged, bill anmended, ordered reprinted as

anended and reconmtted to said conmittee

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to requiring public
school districts to provide |anguage assistance to linmted English
proficient parents of students

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 305 of the education law is anended by adding a new
subdi vision 57 to read as foll ows:

57. a. Al school districts shall establish a | anguage assi stance
programwhere limted English proficient parents would have effective
access to comunicate with teachers and school personnel. This conpre-
hensive programshall include, but is not linmted to:

(1) Providing that all frequently used fornms and other witten materi-
als that are sent hone to limted English proficient parents are in
their primary | anguage;

(2) Providing language assistance to linmted English proficient
parents in their primary | anguage who call or cone into school wth
concerns related to their child's schooling;

(3) Providing |language assistance services to linmted English profi-
cient parents in their primary language to facilitate parent attendance
at school -sponsored prograns designed for conmmunication with parents
including, but not linmted to, parent-teacher conferences, workshops and
school fairs.

b. A notice of the availability of the |anguage assistance prograns
for limted English proficient parents established pursuant to paragraph
a of this subdivision shall be miled to the hones of such limted

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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English proficient parents in a notice witten in their primry
| anguage.

c. Each school district shall keep a record docunenting its | anguage
assi stance program and shall subnit a summary report annually to the
conm ssioner. Such record and report shall include, but not be limted
to:

(1) The nunber of limted English proficient parents who receive such
assi st ance;

(2) The nunmber of Ilimted English proficient househol ds where one
parent is English | anguage proficient;
(3) The nunber of conplaints filed by linmted English proficient

parents; and

(4) The nunber of bilingual personnel used to assist in the | anguage
assistance and transl ation services.

d. The conmm ssioner shall promulgate such rules and reqgul ations as nay
be necessary and proper to inplenent the provisions of this subdivision
including but not limted to, the nmethodology to be used by each schoo
district to deternmine or assess the prinmary |anguages, the nunber of
limted English proficient parents, the percentage of linmted English
proficient parents to students and the native | anguage of such linmted
English proficient parents, and a conplaint procedure for any parent who
alleges a school's non-conpliance with the provisions of this subdivi-
sion.

e. For purposes of this subdivision:

(1) "Prinmary | anguage" neans one of the five nbst commbn | anguages in
a school district, other than English, spoken and used to conmnunicate,
by limted English proficient parents.

(2) "limted English proficient parents"” neans parents or parent of a
m nor child who attends public school and such parents or parent s
unable to communicate effectively in English with teachers and schoo
personnel at the school attended by such parent's child.

(3) "Parent" shall have the sane neaning as "parental relation" in
subdi vision ten of section two of this title.

f. Nothing in this subdivision shall prohibit a school district from
entering into a cooperative agreenent with other school districts to
jointly establish such a | anguage assi stance program

g. This subdivision shall only apply to school districts where non-
English speaking residents or limted English proficient parents consti -
tute nore than five percent of the residents of such school district, as
determ ned by data fromthe two npst recent federal decennial censuses.

§ 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a law. Effective inmedi ately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenen-
tation of +this act onits effective date are authorized to be nade and
conpl eted on or before such effective date.




