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STATE OF NEW YORK

8823

| N SENATE

January 8, 2026

Introduced by Sen. HARCKHAM -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmtted to the Committee on Rul es

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in relation to the
departnent of environnmental conservation's regulation of crabs; and to
anend a chapter of +the laws of 2025, anmending the environnental
conservation law relating to extending certain provisions relating to
the departnent of environnental conservation's regulation of crabs,
and to prohibiting the taking of horseshoe crabs for comercial and
bi omedi cal purposes, as proposed in legislative bills nunbers S. 4289
and A 4997, in relation to the effectiveness thereof; and providing
for the repeal of certain provisions upon expiration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 7 of section 13-0331 of the environnental
conservation law, as anended by section 1 of a chapter of the |aws of
2025, amendi ng the environmental conservation law relating to extending
certain provisions relating to the departnent of environmental conserva-
tion's regulation of crabs, and to prohibiting the taking of horseshoe
crabs for comercial and bi onedi cal purposes, as proposed in |legislative
bills nunbers S. 4289 and A. 4997, is anended to read as foll ows:

7. The departnment nay, wuntil Decenber thirty-first, two thousand
[ bwenty—seven] twenty-nine, fix by regulation neasures for the nmanage-
ment of crabs of any kind including horseshoe crabs (Linmulus sp.),
including mnimmand maxi num size linmts, catch and possession limts,
open and closed seasons including lunar closures, closed ar eas,
restrictions on the manner of taking and | anding including a prohibition
on the harvest of crabs in anpl exus, requirements for permts and eligi-
bility therefor, recordkeeping requirenents, requirenents on the anpunt
and type of fishing effort and gear, and requirenents relating to trans-
portation, possession and sale, provided that such regulations are no
less restrictive than requirenents set forth in this chapter and
provided further that such regul ations are consistent with the conpli-
ance requirenents of applicable fishery nmanagenent plans adopted by the
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Comm ssion and with appl i cabl e
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provisions of fishery managenent plans adopted pursuant to the Federa
Fi shery Conservation and Managenment Act (16 U S.C. 8§ 1800 et seq.).

8§ 2. Subdivision 7 of section 13-0331 of the environmental conserva-
tion |l aw, as anmended by section 2 of a chapter of the laws of 2025,
anending the environnental conservation law relating to extending
certain provisions relating to the departnent of environnmental conserva-
tion's regulation of crabs, and to prohibiting the taking of horseshoe
crabs for comercial and bi onedi cal purposes, as proposed in |legislative
bills nunbers S. 4289 and A. 4997, is anended to read as foll ows:

7. The departnent may, until Decenber thirty-first, two thousand
[ twenty-seven] twenty-nine, fix by regulation nmeasures for the nanage-
ment of «crabs of any kind, excluding horseshoe crabs (Linmulus sp.),
i ncludi ng m ni mum and maxi mum size lints, catch and possession linmts,
open and closed seasons including lunar closures, closed areas,
restrictions on the manner of taking and | anding including a prohibition
on the harvest of crabs in anplexus, requirements for pernmits and eligi-
bility therefor, recordkeeping requirenents, requirenents on the anount
and type of fishing effort and gear, and requirenents relating to trans-
portation, possession and sale, provided that such regulations are no
|l ess restrictive than requirenments set forth in this chapter and
provided further that such regulations are consistent with the conpli-
ance requirenments of applicable fishery managenent plans adopted by the
Atlantic St ates Mari ne Fisheries Conmission and wth applicable
provi sions of fishery managenent plans adopted pursuant to the Federa
Fi shery Conservation and Managenment Act (16 U S.C. 8§ 1800 et seq.).

8 3. The departnent of environnental conservation is hereby authorized
and directed to take any actions necessary to ensure that any quota
limting the taking of horseshoe crabs (Limulus sp.) pursuant to section
13-0331 of the environmental conservation |aw shall:

(1) in 2026, not exceed seventy-five percent of the annual comrercia
horseshoe <crab quota established by the departnent of environnental
conservation in the 2025 Horseshoe Crab Quota Distribution Plan, devel-
oped pursuant to 6 NYCRR 44.3 (b);

(2) in 2027, not exceed fifty percent of the annual comrercia
horseshoe crab quota established by the departnment of environnental
conservation in the 2025 Horseshoe Crab Quota Distribution Plan devel -
oped pursuant to 6 NYCRR 44.3 (b); and

(3) in 2028, not exceed twenty-five percent of the annual comrercia
horseshoe <crab quota established by the departnent of environnental
conservation in the 2025 Horseshoe Crab Quota Distribution Plan, devel-
oped pursuant to 6 NYCRR 44.3 (b).

8 4. Section 3 of a chapter of the laws of 2025, anending the environ-
mental conservation law relating to extending certain provisions relat-
ing to the departnment of environnental conservation's regulation of
crabs, and to prohibiting the taking of horseshoe crabs for comrercia
and bi onedi cal purposes, as proposed in legislative bills nunbers S.
4289 and A 4997, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 3. This act shall take effect inmediately; provided, however, that
the provisions of section two of this act shall take effect January 1
[ 2026] 2029.

§ 5. This act shall take effect inmmedi ately; provided, however, that
the provisions of sections one and two of this act shall take effect on
the sanme date and in the same manner as a chapter of the laws of 2025
anending the environnental conservation law relating to extending
certain provisions relating to the departnent of environmental conserva-
tion's regulation of crabs, and to prohibiting the taking of horseshoe
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