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STATE OF NEW YORK

8805

| N SENATE

January 8, 2026

Introduced by Sen. BAILEY -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmtted to the Committee on Rul es

AN ACT to anmend the education law, in relation to expandi ng the veterans
tuition awards programto allow the transfer of unused benefits to an
eligible inmediate famly nenber; to anend a chapter of the |laws of
2025 anendi ng the education lawrelating to expanding the veterans
tuition awards programto allow the transfer of unused benefits to a
spouse, survivor or child, as proposed in legislative bills nunbers S.
4358- A and A. 3240-A, in relation to the effectiveness thereof; and to
repeal certain provisions of the education law relating thereto

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraphs g and h of subdivision 1 of section 699-a of the
education law, as added by a chapter of the |aws of 2025 anendi ng the
education law relating to expanding the veterans tuition awards program
to allow the transfer of unused benefits to a spouse, survivor or child,
as proposed in legislative bills nunbers S. 4358-A and A 3240-A, are
amended to read as foll ows:

g. "Eligible inmmediate fanmly nenber" nmeans a person who is the
spouse, child or [swwivwer] financial dependent of a qualified veteran
and who resides in this state.

h. "Qualified veteran" neans a veteran who [wowld—be—eligible—to
roceivre—a—fui-tHen—awerd— -+ sueh—veteran—sati-stied] satisfies the
[ eprolrent—and—applcation] requirements set forth in paragraph a, b
c. or d of subdivision [t+we] one of this section.

8§ 2. Paragraph i of subdivision 1 of section 699-a of the education
law, as added by a chapter of the |aws of 2025 anendi ng the education
law relating to expanding the veterans tuition awards program to allow
the transfer of unused benefits to a spouse, survivor or child, as
proposed in legislative bills nunbers S. 4358-A and A  3240-A is
REPEAL ED.

8§ 3. Subdivision 5 of section 669-a of the education | aw, as added by
a chapter of the laws of 2025 anending the education law relating to
expanding the veterans tuition awards programto allow the transfer of
unused benefits to a spouse, survivor or child, as proposed in |egisla-
tive bills nunbers S. 4358-A and A 3240-A, is amended and a new subdi -
vision 6 is added to read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old law to be onitted
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5 a. A quallfled veteran mho [mee#d—be—e#+g+bLe—%e—reee+¥e—a——%a+%+en

has not utrlrzed such turtron awar d, nay elect to transfer in a srnm
instance all or [a—pertion—of—the] any remaining tuition amerd to [an]
one eligible immediate fam |y nmenber [e+—rerbers].

b. A qualified veteran who elects to transfer their award shall desig-
nate the eligible imediate fanm |y nmenber [e+——reabers] to whom such

amard |s berng transferred[T—LneLed+ng—%he—nHnber—ei—senes%ers?——Sueh

ef—thi-s—seecti-oh—ava-lable—oh—t-he—ecorporati-on—s—websiHe] in the manner
prescribed by the corporation.

c. Achild to whoma tuition award is transferred under this subdivi-
sion shall be under twenty- six years of age. [Sueh—chitd—shall—rot

d. The tuition award transfers designated by a qualified veteran
pursuant to this subdivision shall not exceed the award available to
such veteran under this section

e. The total nunber of tuition award transfers under this subdivision
shal |l not exceed one hundred per vyear.

6. The president is authorized to promulgate rules and regulations to

inmplement the provisions of this section. The president nmay establish a.
an _application deadline and b. a nethod of selecting which one hundred
tuition award transfers are to be granted if in any given year there are
nore than one hundred eligible tuition award transfers requested.

8 4. Section 4 of a chapter of the laws of 2025 amendi ng the education
law rel ating to expanding the veterans tuition awards program to allow
the transfer of wunused benefits to a spouse, survivor or child, as
proposed in legislative bills nunbers S. 4358-A and A 3240-A is
anended to read as foll ows:

8 4. This act shall take effect July 1, [2026] 2027. Effective ime-
diately, the addition, anendnent and/or repeal of any rule or regulation
necessary for the inplenentation of this act on its effective date are
aut hori zed to be nade and conpl eted on or before such effective date.

§ 5. This act shall take effect imediately; provided however, that
sections one, two and three shall take effect on the sane date and in
the sanme nmanner as a chapter of the laws of 2025 anmendi ng the education
law rel ating to expanding the veterans tuition awards program to allow
the transfer of unused benefits to a spouse, survivor or child, as
proposed in legislative bills nunbers S. 4358-A and A  3240-A, takes
effect.




