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STATE OF NEW YORK

8785

| N SENATE

January 8, 2026

Introduced by Sen. MARTINEZ -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmtted to the Committee on Rul es

AN ACT to anend the veterans' services law, in relation to vol unteer
opportunities for veterans

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 30-a of section 4 of +the veterans' services
law, as added by a chapter of the I aws of 2025 anmendi ng the veterans
services law relating to establishing voluntary opportunities for veter-
ans, as proposed in legislative bills nunbers S. 274-B and A. 8485, is
anended to read as foll ows:

30-a. [ To provide information on the departnent's website on
vol unt eer opportunities available to veterans as defined in section one
of this article, including but not limted to [werking—at—thedepari—
ment—or], (a) a volunteer fire departnent, after consultation with the
office of fire prevention and control to identify the nost effective
ways to provide useful information about available volunteer opportu-
nities or (b) an energency services provider, after consultation with
the department of health to identify the nost effective ways to provide

useful information about avail able vol unteer opportunities.

o]

8§ 2. Subdivision 1 of section 15 of the veterans' services law, as
anended by a chapter of the laws of 2025 anmendi ng the veterans' services
law relating to establishing voluntary opportunities for veterans, as
proposed in legislative bills nunbers S. 274-B and A 8485, is anended
to read as follows:

1. A local veterans' service agency shall have power under the direc-
tion of the state veterans' service agency, and it shall be its duty to
inform mlitary and naval authorities of the United States and assi st
menbers of the uniformed services and veterans, who are residents of
this state, and their fanmlies, inrelation to (1) matters pertaining to

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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educational training and retraining services and facilities, (2) health,
medi cal and rehabilitation services and facilities, (3) provisions of
federal, state and local |laws and regulations affording special rights
and privileges to nenbers of the uniforned services and veterans and
their famlies, (4) enploynent and re-enpl oynent services, (5) the proc-
ess of submtting an application for a discharge upgrade to the
di scharge wupgrade advisory board, (6) volunteer opportunities at [the
departrent—and] local volunteer fire departnents or energency services
providers to the extent such information is available, and (7) other
matters of simlar, related or appropriate nature. The |ocal veterans
service agency may al so assist families of nenbers of the reserve conpo-
nents of the uniformed services and the organized militia ordered into
active duty to ensure that they are nade aware of and are receiving al
appropriate support available to themand are placed in contact with the
agencies responsible for such support, including, but not limted to,
the division of nmilitary and naval affairs and other state agencies
responsible for providing such support. The | ocal veterans' service
agency al so shall perform such other duties as may be assigned by the
state conmi ssi oner.

8 3. This act shall take effect on the sanme date and in the sanme
manner as a chapter of the | aws of 2025 anendi ng the veterans' services
law relating to establishing voluntary opportunities for veterans, as
proposed in legislative bills nunbers S. 274-B and A. 8485, takes
effect.




