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STATE OF NEW YORK

8769

| N SENATE

January 8, 2026

Introduced by Sen. SKOUFIS -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmtted to the Committee on Rul es

AN ACT to anmend the executive law, in relation to providing confiden-
tiality for comuni cations arising out of |aw enforcenent peer support
counsel i ng

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 837-z of the executive |law, as added by a chapter
of the laws of 2025 amending the executive law relating to providing
confidentiality for conmmunications arising out of |aw enforcenent peer
support counseling, as proposed in legislative bills nunbers S. 6244-A
and A. 6721-A, is anended to read as foll ows:

§ 837-z. Law enforcement peer support program 1. Definitions. As
used in this section the followi ng terns shall have the foll ow ng nean-
i ngs:

(a) "Law enforcenent agency" neans any departnment, division, agency,
board, commi ssion, or public authority of the state or any subdivision
t hereof that enploys police officers.

(b) "Police officer" neans a police officer as defined in section 1.20
of the crinminal procedure |aw

(c) "Peer support comunication" includes:

(i) an oral or witten communi cation nade in the course of a peer
support counseling session;

(ii) a note or report arising out of a peer support counseling
session; or

(iii) a record of a peer support counseling session.

(d) "Peer support counseling program nmeans a program provided by a
law enforcenent agency that provides counseling services froma peer
support specialist to a police officer of the | aw enforcenent agency.

(e) "Peer support counseling session" neans any counseling fornally
provided through a peer support counseling program between a peer
support specialist and one or nore police officers.

(f) "Peer support participant” nmeans a police officer who receives
counseling services froma peer support specialist.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted
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(g) "Peer support specialist” neans a police officer who:

(i) has received an approved training in peer support counseling,
i ncludi ng providing enotional and noral support to police officers who
have been involved in or exposed to an enotionally traumati c experience
in the course of enploynent; and

(ii) is designated by a | aw enforcenment agency to provide the services
described in subparagraph (i) of this paragraph.

2. Confidentiality. Except as provided in subdivision three of this
section[+] .

(a) a peer support specialist [e+—peer—support—partiecipant] shall not
di scl ose the contents of a peer support comunication to an individua
who was not a party to such peer support communication[-]; and

(b) a peer support participant shall not disclose the contents of a
peer support comunication to anyone enployed by the same |aw enforce-
nent agency who was not originally a party to such peer support conmmuni -
cation.

3. Exceptions. [ A [ peer—support—spesiali-st—or—peer—support

o ool I :

] peer support conmunication

[t+hat] shall not be confidential if:

(a) it contains or reveal s[+

] a specific threat of suicide, an expression of suicidal ideation
[e+] engagenent in self-harnix+

-], or a threat of bodily harm or death[:+—e+

provi ded di sclosure of such conmmunication shall only be pernmitted for
the purpose of preventing or mtigating such harmand is nade to a
person or _persons reasonably in a position to provide assistance in
preventing or nmitigating such harm

(b)  [A—peer—support—spesiali-st—or—peer—support—parti-cipant—shaH-
di-selose—the contents—olapeer—support—commi-calion—
i . . L by :

H-—that] it contains an admi ssion of crininal conduct; or

[éLLL}—as—e#de;ed—by—a—9e9L%—eL—GenpeLenL—+g¢+sdfeLFenr

contenrt-s—of—thei+—owh—peer—support—commhi-cat—on] (c) the peer support
partici pant has provided consent for disclosure, which nmay be provided
at any tine, and the disclosure is consistent with such consent.

4., Disclosure. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent
or limt disclosure of the contents of a peer support comrunication
where such disclosure is otherwi se required by law, including, but not
limted to:

(a) mandatory reporting of suspected child abuse or naltreatnent, in
accordance with section four hundred thirteen of the social services
|l aw, and

(b) mandatory filing under article sixty-three-a of the civil practice
law and rules relating to extrene risk protection orders; and

(c) as ordered by a court of conpetent jurisdiction.

5. Witten notice. Before the initial peer support counseling session
of a peer support participant, a peer support specialist shall inform
the peer support participant in witing of the confidentiality require-
ment under subdivision two of this section and the exceptions to that
requi rement under [subdiad-sien] subdivisions three and four of this
secti on.

[5~] 6. Rules and regulations. The division shall identify and
approve training courses that nmeet the division's identified nmninum
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st andards and may promul gate rul es and regul ati ons necessary to effectu-

ate this section [apd——shall—be—ecnponered—todentity—minipm—eerti—

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the same date and in the same
manner as a chapter of the laws of 2025 anending the executive |aw
relating to providing confidentiality for comunications arising out of
| aw enforcenent peer support counseling, as proposed in legislative
bills nunbers S. 6244-A and A 6721-A, takes effect.



