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| N SENATE

Novenber 12, 2025

Introduced by Sen. SANDERS -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Rul es

AN ACT to anmend the social services law, in relation to providing public
assi stance for honme internet service

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 131-a of the social services |aw,
as anmended by section 12 of part B of chapter 436 of the laws of 1997,
is anended to read as foll ows:

1. Any inconsistent provision of this chapter or other |aw notwth-
standi ng, social services officials shall, in accordance wth the
provisions of this section and regulations of the departnent, provide
public assistance to needy persons who constitute or are menbers of a
family household, who are deternmined to be eligible in accordance with
standards of need established in subdivision tw of this section.

Provision for such persons, for all itens of need, |ess any avail able
i ncone or resources which are not required to be disregarded by other
provisions of this chapter, shall be made in accordance with this

section. Such provision shall be made in nonthly or sem-nmonthly allow
ances and grants within the limts of the schedul es included in subdivi-
sion three of this section except for additional anmounts which shall be
i ncluded therein for shelter, fuel for heating, honme internet service,
additional cost of neals for persons who are unable to prepare neals at
home and for other items for which specific provision is otherwi se nade
in this article [He]. As used in this section the term"shelter" my
include a grant not to exceed two thousand five hundred dollars toward
the purchase of an interest in a cooperative. A social services officia
shall require assignnent of recipient's equity in such cooperative hous-
ing in accordance wth the rules of the board and regul ati ons of the
department.
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§ 2. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 2 of section 131-a of the social
services |aw, as anended by chapter 87 of the laws of 1993, is anended
to read as follows:

(b) In addition to the above, the standard of need shall include
anounts for shelter and fuel for heating, amounts for hone energy
paynments (including anobunts for supplenmental honme energy grants),
anounts for home internet service paynents, ampunts for additional cost
of neals for persons who are unable to prepare neals at home and amounts
for other itens when required by individual case circunstances for which
specific provision is otherwise made in this article [Hve—-ofthis—chap—
ter]. For purposes of determ ning the anmount to be included in the stan-
dard of need for shelter and fuel for heating, to the extent that feder-
al reinbursement is available therefor, social services officials shal
include in the household any child who has entered foster care pursuant
to section three hundred eighty-four-a of this chapter who was eligible
for and in receipt of assistance and care as a nenber of the household
in and for the nonth of entry into foster care and for whomthe famly
service plan, as defined in section four hundred nine-e of this chapter,
i ncludes a goal of discharge to a nenber of the househol d.

8 3. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a law. Effective inmediately, the addition, amendment and/or
repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation of
this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and conpleted
on or before such effective date.




