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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

(Prefiled)
January 8, 2025

Introduced by Sen. HELM NG -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmmittee on Fi nance

AN ACT in relation to establishing the home flooding prevention and
mtigation task force; and providing for the repeal of such provisions
upon expiration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Hone flooding prevention and nitigation task force. 1
There is hereby created, within the departnent of state, the honme fl ood-
ing prevention and mtigation task force, which shall consist of 11
menbers who shall be appointed as foll ows:

(a) the secretary of state, or their designee;

(b) the conm ssioner of environmental conservation, or their designee;

(c) the director of the state energency nanagenent task force, or
t heir desi gnee

(d) the superintendent of insurance, or their designee;

(e) one nmenber to be appointed by the governor;

(f) one nenber to be appointed by the tenporary president of the
senat e;

(g) one nenber to be appointed by the speaker of the assenbly;

(h) one nmenber to be appointed by the senate minority | eader;

(i) one nmenber to be appointed by the assenbly minority | eader;

(j) one nmenber to be appointed by the |argest trade group representing
honebui | ders; and

(k) one nmenber to be appointed by the | argest trade group representing
fl ood i nsurance conpani es.

2. The at | arge nenbers shall have expertise in one or nore of the
following areas: construction; flood insurance; climatol ogy; hydrol ogy;
econom cs; marine fisheries; |aw enforcenent and enmergency managenent;
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resilient infrastructure; geographic mapping and spatial analysis; and
ur ban pl anni ng and sust ai nabl e devel opnent .

3. Task force menbers shall receive no conpensation for their services
but shall be reinbursed for actual and necessary expenses incurred in
the performance of their duties.

4. The chairperson of the task force shall be voted on by the task
force nenbers. The task force shall meet no less than six tinmes and at
other tines at the call of the chairperson.

5. Any vacancies on the task force shall be filled in the manner
provided for in the initial appointment.
6. The task force shall be authorized to hold public hearings and

meetings to enable it to acconplish its duties.

7. The task force may consult wth any organization, educational
institution, other governnent entity or agency or person in the devel op-
ment of its report required by subdivision 11 of this section.

8. The departnent of state shall provide the task force with such
facilities, assistance and data as will enable the task force to carry
out its powers and duties. Additionally, all other agencies of the state
or subdivisions thereof may, at the request of the chairperson, provide
the task force with such facilities, assistance, and data as will enable
the task force to carry out its powers and duties.

9. The purpose of the home flooding prevention and mitigation task
force shall be to study the inpact of coastal and inland waterway fl ood-
ing on residential hones, including, but not limted to:

(a) the nonetary val ue of danage caused on an annual basis;

(b) the nunber of homes inpacted on an annual basis;

(c) the nunber of homes in New York located in flood plains, as desig-
nated by the federal enmergency managenent agency;

(d) the inpact of increased flooding on flood insurance rates;

(e) changes needed in construction materials, standards, techniques
and building codes to mtigate damage caused by fl oodi ng;

(f) coastal and inland waterway | and use that contributes to fl ooding;
and

(g) flood mtigation techniques to be used by nunicipalities in coas-
tal and inland waterway residential areas.

10. The task force shall be appointed no Iater than 60 days after the
effective date of this act.

11. No |l ater than Decenber 31, 2026, the task force shall submt to
the governor, the tenporary president of the senate, the speaker of the
assenbly, the mnority |eader of the senate, and the mnority | eader of
the assenbly, a report detailing its findings, including reconmendations
for inplenmentation.

8 2. This act shall take effect inmediately and shall expire and be
deened repeal ed January 1, 2027



