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2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

May 15, 2025

Introduced by Sen. RHOADS -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Commttee on Local Government

AN ACT to anmend the general nunicipal law and the executive law, in
relation to battery storage fire training for firefighters

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 209-w of the general runicipal
law, as anended by section 10 of part A of chapter 101 of the | aws of
2013, is anended to read as foll ows:

1. Notwithstanding the provisions of any general, special, or Iloca
law or <charter to the contrary, no person shall, after the effective
date of regul ations adopted by the state fire adm nistrator pursuant to
section one hundred fifty-eight of +the executive law, receive an
ori gi nal appoi ntment on a permanent basis as a fire fighter of any coun-
ty, city, town, village, or fire district unless such person has previ-
ously been awarded a certificate by the state fire adninistrator attest-
ing to [his—er—her] such person's satisfactory conpletion of an approved
fire basic training programand an approved battery storage fire train-
ing progran and every person who is appointed on a tenporary basis or
for a probationary term or on other than a permanent basis as a fire
fighter of any county, <city, town, village or fire district shal
forfeit [his—e+—her] such person's position as such unl ess [ he—or—she]
such person previously has satisfactorily conpleted, or within the tine
prescribed by regulations pronulgated by the state fire adm nistrator
pursuant to section one hundred fifty-eight of the executive |law, satis-
factorily completes, a fire basic training program and an approved
battery storage fire training programfor tenporary or probationary fire
fighters and is awarded a certificate by the state fire adm nistrator
attesting thereto.

§ 2. Section 158 of the executive |l aw, as added by section 28 of part
B of chapter 56 of the |aws of 2010, is anmended to read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] isoldlawto be omtted
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§ 158. Firefighting training. 1. For the purpose of this section, the
termfire fighter shall nean a nenber of a fire departnent whose duties
include fire service as defined in paragraph d of subdivision el even of
section three hundred two of the retirenment and social security |aw.

2. In addition to the functions, powers and duties otherw se provided
by this article, the state fire adm nistrator may pronulgate rules and
regul ations with respect to:

(a) The approval, or revocation thereof, of fire training prograns and
battery storage fire training prograns for fire fighters;

(b) Mninmum courses of study, attendance requirenents, and equi pnent
and facilities to be required for approved fire training progranms and
battery storage fire training prograns for fire fighters;

(c) Mninumqualifications for instructors for approved fire training
prograns and battery storage fire training prograns for fire fighters;

(d) The requirements of mnimumbasic training which fire fighters
appoi nted to probationary terns shall conplete before being eligible for
permanent appointnment, and the tinme within which such basic training
must be conpleted foll owi ng such appointnment to a probationary term

(e) The requirenents of mninmumbasic training which fire fighters not
appoi nted for probationary terms but appointed on other than a pernanent
basis shall conplete in order to be eligible for continued enpl oynent or
per manent appointnment, and the time within which such basic training
must be conpleted foll owi ng such appoi ntnent on a non-pernmanent basis;

(f) The requirenents for in-service training prograns designed to
assist fire fighters in maintaining skills and being informed of techno-
| ogi cal advances;

(g) Categories or classifications of advanced in-service training
prograns and m ni mum courses of study and attendance requirenments with
respect to such categories or classifications;

(h) Exenptions fromparticular provisions of this article in the case
of any county, city, town, village or fire district, if in the opinion
of the state fire adnministrator the standards of fire training estab-
lished and maintained by such county, <city, town, village or fire
district are equal to or higher than those established pursuant to this
article; or revocation in whole or in part of such exenption, if in [his
o——her] such state fire administrator's opinion the standards of fire
training established and mai ntai ned by such county, city, town, village
or fire district are | ower than those established pursuant to this arti-
cle; and

(i) Education, health and physical fitness requirenents for eligibil-
ity of persons for provisional or permanent appointnent in the conpet-
itive class of the civil service as fire fighters as it deens necessary
and proper for the efficient performance of such duties;

3. In furtherance of [his—er—her] the state fire admnistrator's func-
tions, powers and duties as set forth in this section, [the] such

state fire adnministrator may:

(a) Recommend studies, surveys and reports to be nmade by the state
fire admnistrator regarding the carrying out of the objectives and
pur poses of this section;

(b) Visit and inspect any fire training prograns approved by the state
fire adm nistrator or for which application for such approval has been
made; and

(c) Recommend standards for pronotion to supervisory positions.

4. In addition to the functions, powers and duties otherw se provided
by this section, the state fire adm nistrator shall
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(a) Approve fire training progranms and battery storage fire training
prograns for fire fighters and issue certificates of approval to such
prograns, and revoke such approval or certificate;

(b) Certify, as qualified, instructors for approved fire training
prograns and battery storage fire training prograns for fire fighters
and i ssue appropriate certificates to such instructors;

(c) Certify fire fighters who have satisfactorily conpleted basic
trai ning prograns and in-service training prograns, and i ssue appropri-
ate certificates to such fire fighters and revoke such certificates;

(d) Cause studies and surveys to be nade relating to the establish-
ment, operation, effectiveness and approval of fire training and battery
storage fire training prograns;

(e) Cause studies and surveys to be nmade relating to the conpletion or
partial conpletion of training prograns by video or conputer to the
maxi mum ext ent practicable; and

(f) Consult wth and cooperate with the state university of New York
and private universities, colleges and institutes in the state for the
devel opnent of specialized courses of study for fire fighters in fire
science and fire adm nistration.

8 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw.




