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STATE OF NEW YORK

7969

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

May 15, 2025

Introduced by Sen. CLEARE -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Corporations, Authorities
and Conmi ssi ons

AN ACT to anend the public authorities law, in relation to linmiting
fines for the |late paynent or evasion of tolls charged by a public
authority

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 2855 of the public authorities law, as added by
section 1 of part KK of chapter 59 of the |aws of 2006, is anmended to
read as foll ows:

8§ 2855. El ectronic nethod of payment; periodic charges. Notw thstand-
ing the provisions of any lawto the contrary, if any authority shal
of fer any el ectronic nmethod of paynent for tolls, fares, fees, rentals,
or other charges, including but not limted to a systemcall ed E-ZPass,
such authority shall not inmpose any periodic administrative or other
charge for the privilege of using such el ectronic nethod of paynent for
such charges. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit any
authority from nmaki ng any charge for extra services requested by a hol d-
er of such el ectronic nethod of paynent, any charge for |ost or damaged
equi prrent, or for defaults, such as charges for dishonored checks. The
authority shall not enter any agreenent wth bondholders that would
require the inposition of adninistrative or other periodic charges
relating to el ectronic nethods of paynent prohibited by this section. No
fine, fee or admnistrative charge for the late paynment of a toll shal
exceed twenty-five per centumof the anpbunt of such toll owed.

8§ 2. Subdivision 5 of section 2985 of the public authorities |aw, as
added by chapter 379 of the laws of 1992, is anmended to read as foll ows:

5. An owner found liable for a violation of toll «collection regu-
lations pursuant to this section shall for a first violation thereof be

liable for a nonetary penalty not to exceed [#Hity—doHars—or—twe—tines]

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] isoldlawto be omtted
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8§ 3. Subdivision 3 of section 2985-a of the public authorities |aw, as
added by section 2 of subpart B of part WWVof chapter 56 of the |aws of
2024, is anmended to read as foll ows:

3. In the case of an owner who incurs an obligation to pay a toll for
the first tine in six nonths under the tolls by mail programat a cash-
less tolling facility, a toll bill shall be sent within ten business
days after the end of the initial billing cycle and of each subsequent
billing cycle. 1In the case of all other owners incurring an obligation
to pay a toll at a cashless tolling facility, a toll bill shall be sent
at the end of the next billing cycle. Toll bills shall be sent to the
owner by first class nmail, and may additionally be sent by electronic
means of communication upon the affirmati ve consent of the owner, by or
on behal f of the public authority which operates such cashless tolling
facility. The owner shall have thirty days fromthe date of the tol
bill to pay the incurred toll. The toll bill shall include: (i) the
total ampunt of the incurred tolls due, (ii) the date by which paynent
of the incurred tolls is due, (iii) any admnistrative fees, (iv) the

address for receipt of paynent and net hods of paynent for the toll, (v)
the procedure for contesting any toll and the contact information for
the relevant toll payer advocate office and customer service center,

(vi) information related to the failure to tinmely pay or respond to the
notice of liability, in addition to the possibility that a judgment can
be entered for repeat unpaid liabilities that could lead to a vehicle
being towed or immobilized, (vii) a website address or hyperlink for the
owner to access tinme-stanped photographs or footage of each tol

incurred by electronic nmeans, (viii) infornmation related to the avail-
ability of the toll payer advocate to di scuss paynent options, and (iXx)
other information required by |law or by the public authority. Each tol

bill shall identify the date, time, location, license plate nunber, and
jurisdiction of the license plate for each toll that has been incurred.
Each toll bill shall include an image of the license plate of the vehi-
cle being used or operated on the toll facility. If the owner fails to
pay the initial toll bill, a second toll bill shall be sent in the next
billing cycle, which shall also indicate the overdue toll or tolls and
any admnistrative or late fees due. No fine, fee or admnistrative
charge for the |late paynent of a toll shall exceed twenty-five per

centum of the ampunt of such toll owed.
8 4. This act shall take effect immediately.




