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| N SENATE

May 9, 2025

Introduced by Sen. HOYLMAN SI GAL -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and
when printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Judiciary

AN ACT to anmend the judiciary law, in relation to pro bono service by
attorneys and candi dates for adm ssion to the bar

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Subdivision 3 of section 53 of the judiciary law, as
anended by chapter 450 of the laws of 1994, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

3. The court shall prescribe rules providing for a uniform system of
exam nation of candidates for adm ssion to practice as attorneys and
counsel I ors, which shall govern the state board of |aw examners in the
performance of its duties. Such rules nmay require a candidate for adm s-
sion to the bar to conplete a certain nunber of hours of qualifying pro
bono service prior to filing an application for adnission; provided
however, that such qualifying pro bono service shall not include any
hours assisting in the provision of |legal services required pursuant to
an_agreenent between the candidate for admission's supervisor and the
federal government under which the federal governnent specifies the
recipient or recipients or type or types or nature of such |egal
services. The court shall not by its rules cause to be barred from exam
i nation or, upon successful conpletion of the examnation process,
subsequent admission to the state bar, provided [he—o+—she] the candi-
date shall otherw se neet any requirenments for adm ssion, any person who
is currently admitted to practice in the jurisdiction of another state
and has received a degree froma | aw school which qualifies such person
to practice law in such state, other than a Ilaw school which grants
credit for correspondence courses, provided that such person has been
engaged in the actual practice of lawin the state in which they are
admitted for no less than five years.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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8§ 2. Subdivision 3 of section 468-a of the judiciary |aw, as added by
chapter 714 of the laws of 1981, is amended to read as foll ows:

3. The <chief adnministrator shall prescribe the formin which such
registry of attorneys shall be maintained and the procedures for public
access thereto, and nay nmake all such other rules and regul ati ons neces-
sary and appropriate to inplenment and enforce the provisions of this
section. Such formnmay require an attorney to report the nunber of hours
of pro bono service conpleted by the attorney at the tine the attorney
files a biennial registration statenent; provided, however, that such
qualifying pro bono service shall not include any hours assisting in the
provision of |egal services required pursuant to an agreenent between an
attorney or the attorney's lawfirmand the federal government under
which the federal governnment specifies the recipient or recipients or
type or types or nature of such |legal services.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a law. Effective inmediately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regul ati on necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date are authorized to be nmade and
conmpl eted on or before such effective date.




