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STATE OF NEW YORK

7786

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

May 6, 2025

Introduced by Sen. ADDABBO -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Veterans, Honmel and Securi -
ty and Mlitary Affairs

AN ACT to anmend the veterans' services law, in relation to availability
of informati on on honme care services

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 37 of section 4 of the veterans' services | aw,
as anmended by chapter 447 of the |laws of 2024, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

37. To develop coll aborative rel ationships anong state, federal, and
| ocal agencies, veterans' |iaisons pursuant to section [iwenty—ninre-bl
twenty-nine-b of this article, and private organi zations, including but
not limted to the office of mental health, state office for the aging,
and of fice of addiction services and supports, to help facilitate access
to services by nmenbers of the uniformed services and veterans who are
residents of the state and their famlies. The departnment nay al so
coll aborate with relevant offices of the state departnent of health to
devel op educational resources on the availability of and accessibility
to honme and community-based services for veterans and their famlies.
Such resources may include devel opnent of dedicated websites, weblinks
to hone care resources, and/or printed educational materials. To effec-
tuate the provisions of this subdivision, the departnent nay al so
consult with or seek input fromvarious hone care stakeholders, includ-
ing hone care providers and professional associations, particularly
those with expertise or experience with serving veterans and their fam -
lies.

8 2. Subdivision 1 of section 15 of the veterans' services law, as
amended by chapter 445 of the laws of 2024, is anended to read as
foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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1. Alocal veterans' service agency shall have power under the direc-
tion of the state veterans' service agency, and it shall be its duty to
informmlitary and naval authorities of the United States and assist
menbers of the wuniformed services and veterans, who are residents of
this state, and their fanmlies, inrelation to (1) matters pertaining to
educational training and retraining services and facilities, (2) health,
nmedical and rehabilitation services and facilities, (3) provisions of
federal, state and local laws and regul ations affording special rights
and privileges to nenbers of the uniforned services and veterans and
their famlies, (4) enploynent and re-enpl oynent services, (5) the proc-
ess of submitting an application for a discharge upgrade to the
di scharge wupgrade advisory board, and (6) other matters of simlar,
related or appropriate nature. The |local veterans' service agency nmay
also assist famlies of nenbers of the reserve conponents of the
uni forned services and the organized mlitia ordered into active duty to
ensure that they are nade aware of and are receiving all appropriate
support available to themand are placed in contact with the agencies
responsi bl e for such support, including, but not limted to, the divi-
sion of mlitary and naval affairs and other state agencies responsible
for providing such support. The local veterans' service agency nmay also
post on its website and/or nmake available at its office |ocation educa-
tional materials relating to the availability of and accessibility to
honme and community-based services that have been developed by the
departnent pursuant to subdivision thirty-seven of section four of this
article. The local veterans' service agency also shall perform such
other duties as may be assigned by the state commi ssioner.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw




