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STATE OF NEW YORK

7761

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

May 5, 2025

Introduced by Sen. CRIFFO -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Commttee on Local Government

AN ACT to create the central New York extrene weather relief and resili-
ency grant program (Part A); expand and strengthen the resilient and
r eady program (Part B); and establishes the central New York
property/casualty insurance resiliency incentive program (Part C)

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative findings. On July 16, 2024, a high-end EF2
tornado struck Rone, New York, causing significant damage across the
city. The tornado touched down near the Erie Canal at 3:25 PM and
remai ned on the ground for approximately 10 m nutes, covering a path of
525 nmiles wth a width of 300 yards. Peak wi nds were estimated at 135
nmph. Not abl e damage i ncl uded the destruction of two church steeples and
roofs, nunmerous uprooted trees, and a deconm ssioned B-52 bonber at
Giffiss International Airport being shifted fromits platform Thi s
event was part of a broader severe weather pattern in New York during
2024. \Varner tenperatures can lead to nore moisture in the atnosphere,
fueling severe storns and increasing the |ikelihood of events I|ike
t ornadoes and heavy precipitation. These conditions underscore the ongo-
ing need for preparedness in the face of increasingly volatile weather
patterns.

8 2. This act enacts into | aw conponents of legislation relating to
disaster relief for extreme weather events in Central New York, [|ong-
term climate resilience property inprovenents, and insurance discounts
for climte mtigation efforts. Each component is wholly contained wth-
in a Part identified as Parts A through C. The effective date for each
particul ar provision contained within such Part is set forth in the |ast
section of such Part. Any provision in any section contained within a
Part, including the effective date of the Part, which nakes reference to
a section "of this act”, when used in connection wth that particular

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmtted
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component, shall be deemed to nmean and refer to the corresponding
section of the Part in which it is found. Section four of this act sets
forth the general effective date of this act.

PART A

Section 1. Central New York extreme weather relief and resiliency
grant program 1. There is hereby established the central New York
extreme weather relief and resiliency grant programto provide grants to
certain persons and entities that suffered danage from covered events.

2. For the purposes of this section, the term"covered event" includes
tornadoes that occurred on July 16, 2024 and extreme w nter weather
events whi ch brought heavy wi nds, ice, and/or snow that occurred between
January 6, 2025 and February 25, 2025, in Oneida, Madison, Herkiner,
Onondaga, O sego, and adjacent counties.

3. (a) Small businesses, farnms, owners of nultiple dwellings, homeown-
ers' associations, and not-for-profit organizations that sustained
di rect physical damage as a result of a covered extreme weather event
are eligible to apply for a grant under this programto be used for
stormrelated repairs and restoration to structures, equipnent, and
other stormrelated costs which are not covered by any other federal
state or local recovery programor third-party payors.

(b) Such grant shall be in an ambunt of no nore than $30,000 for
owners of multiple dwellings and no nore than $100, 000 for snmall busi-
nesses, farms, honeowners' associations and not-for-profit corporations;
provi ded, however, that the aggregate anount of all grants distributed
under the grant program shall not exceed $25, 000, 000.

(c) The enpire state developnent corporation shall adm nister the
grant program Such corporation is hereby enpowered to establish grant
guidelines and additional eligibility criteria, based on available
extreme weat her danmage data provided by applicable state and/or federa
agencies, as it deems necessary to effectuate the adm nistration of this
program I n adm ni stering such grant program the enpire state devel op-
ment corporation shall give preference to applicants that denpnstrate
t he greatest need.

4. (a) Omners of residences that sustained direct physical damge as a
result of covered extreme weather events are eligible to apply for a
grant under this subdivision.

(b) Such grant shall be in an anmount of no nore than $60, 000 and shal
be used for stormrelated repairs and restoration to structures, equip-
ment, and for other stormrelated costs, all of which were not covered
by any other federal, state or local recovery programor any third-party
payors; provided, however, that the aggregate anount of all grants
di stributed under the grant program shall not exceed $15, 000, 000.

(c) The enpire state developnent corporation shall administer this
grant program Such corporation is hereby enpowered to establish grant
guidelines and additional eligibility criteria, based on available
extreme weat her danmage data provided by applicable state and/or federa
agencies, as it deens necessary to effectuate the admnistration of this
program I n adm nistering such grant program the enpire state devel op-
ment corporation shall give preference to applicants denponstrating the
great est need.

5. (a) Counties, cities, tows, villages, and special districts that
sustai ned direct physical damage as a result of covered extrenme weather
events are eligible to apply for a grant under this subdivision
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(b) Such grant shall be in an anmobunt of no nore than $1, 000, 000 and
shall be used for stormrelated repairs and restoration to rmunicipa
infrastructure and systenms and for snow and tornado-related clinate
resiliency inprovenents. Eligible projects may include road and bridge
hardening against wnd and ice, backup energy generation, snow | oad
mtigation for public buildings, culvert and drainage system inprove-
ments, energency response infrastructure upgrades, and simlar inprove-
ments; provided, however, that the aggregate anount of all grants
di stributed under the grant program shall not exceed $25, 000, 000.

(c) The enpire state developnent corporation shall admnister this
grant program Such corporation is hereby enpowered to establish grant
guidelines and additional eligibility criteria, based on available
extreme weat her danmage data provi ded by applicable state and/or federa
agencies, as it deems necessary to effectuate the administration of this
program |In administering such grant program the enpire state devel op-
ment corporation shall give preference to applicants denpbnstrating the
great est need.

6. (a) Minicipalities and special districts that sustained direct
physi cal danage from extreme weat her events between January 1, 2024, and
March 31, 2025, are eligible to apply for additional grants wunder this
subdi vi si on.

(b) Such grants shall not exceed $1, 000,000 per applicant.

(c) Gants shall be used for repairs and resilience upgrades to public
infrastructure and systens affected by snow and tornado-related clinate
events, including but not limted to road and bridge reinforcenents,
i nproved drai nage and de-icing infrastructure, backup power systens, and
public shelter facilities.

(d)y Al grants nust be wused for stormrelated costs not otherw se
covered by any federal, state or |local recovery program or third-party
payors.

(e) The enpire state developnent corporation shall admnister this
program which shall not exceed $10, 000,000 in the aggregate.

§ 2. Municipalities participating in the central New York extreme
weat her relief and resiliency grant program nmay i ssue bonds and notes
pursuant to subdivision 33-d of paragraph a of section 11.00 of the
local finance law to finance grants, infrastructure recovery, and niti-
gation authorized pursuant to this act.

8 3. The enpire state devel opment corporation is authorized to reallo-
cate any funds remaining fromother programs or unallocated to carry out
t he purposes of this act.

8 4. This act shall take effect immediately and shall be deenmed to
have been in full force and effect on and after January 1, 2024.

PART B

Section 1. Expanded resilient and ready program 1. There is hereby
established the expanded resilient and ready program which shal
i nclude the expanded rapid response hone repair program and the expanded
resilient retrofits program to provide grants to honmeowners inpacted by
extreme weather events and to provide long-termclinmate resilience
i mprovenments for snow and tornado-rel ated weat her hazards. Such program
shall be an expansion of the New York state homes and conmunity renewal
resilient retrofit program and shall be administered in the same manner
as such programis admi ni stered.
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2. For the purposes of this section, the term"extrenme weat her events”
includes, but is not Ilimted to, tornadoes and w nter weather events
whi ch bring heavy w nds, ice, and/or snow.

3. (a) The New York state homes and comunity renewal rapid response
honme repair program shall be expanded to provide i medi ate assi stance in
the formof grants to honeowners inpacted by extrenme weather events, as
such termis defined in this section.

(b) Such grants shall be in an anpbunt of no nore than $25, 000 per
househol d and shall be used for emergency structural repairs, including
but not limted to roofing, electrical, and heating systens.

(c) The expanded rapid response honme repair program shall be adm nis-
tered by the division of housing and comunity renewal, in partnership
with 1local governnents and energency managenent offices, in the sane
manner as the rapid response hone repair program is admnistered;
provi ded, however, that |ocal adninistrators shall be pre-authorized to
depl oy funds within 30 days of a disaster declaration to ensure tinely
response.

4. (a) The New York state homes and community renewal resilient retro-
fits program shall be expanded to support long-termclimate resilience
i mprovenments for snow and tornado-rel ated weat her hazards.

(b) Grants provided by the expanded program shall support clinmate
resilience inprovenents, including but not limted to: tornado-resistant
roofing systens, reinforced foundations, snow | oad-rated roof reinforce-
ments, enhanced insulation, ice dam prevention systens, inpact-resistant
wi ndows, storm shutters, and residential stormshelters.

(c) The expanded resilient retrofits programshall be adm nistered in
the same manner as the New York state hones and conmunity renewal resil-
ient retrofits programis administered. In adm nistering such expanded
program preference shall be given to | ow and noderate-income homeown-
ers.

(d) Participation in the expanded rapid response home repair program
may neke applicants eligible for property/casualty insurance premn um
reducti ons based on risk mitigation.

5. Funds in the ambunt of $50, 000,000, or so nmuch thereof as may be
avail able, shall be allocated to the expanded resilient and ready
programto support expansion of the New York state hones and conmunity
renewal rapid response honme repair programand the New York state hones
and conmunity renewal resilient retrofits program

8§ 2. Municipalities participating in the expanded resilient and ready
program nmay issue bonds and notes pursuant to subdivision 33-d of para-
graph a of section 11.00 of the local finance law to finance grants,
infrastructure recovery, and mtigation authorized pursuant to this act.

8 3. The enpire state devel opnent corporation is authorized to reallo-
cate any funds remaining fromother progranms or unallocated to carry out
t he purposes of this act.

8 4. This act shall take effect inmediately and shall be deened to
have been in full force and effect on and after January 1, 2024.

PART C

Section 1. Central New York property/casualty insurance resiliency
incentive program 1. There is hereby established the central New York
property/casualty insurance resiliency incentive program to facilitate
property/casualty insurance discounts for mtigation efforts.

2. (a) Property/casualty insurers authorized to do business in New
York state are encouraged to offer loss mitigation tools and services to
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policyhol ders for free or reduced cost, including smart water nonitors,
shutof f devices, and electrical fire sensors; provided, however, that
the offering of such loss mtigation tools and services for free or
reduced cost shall be subject to subsection (a) of section 2324 of the
i nsurance |law and shall be offered in conpliance with such subsection.

(b) Were the market val ue of such loss mitigation tools and services
exceeds $25, the offering of such loss nmitigation tools and services
shal|l be specified in the insurance policy and shall have a legitimte
nexus to the insurance coverage provi ded pursuant to subsection (a) of
section 1113 and sections 1106 and 1610 of the insurance |aw.

3. (a) The departnment of financial services mnmay issue guidance to
ensure loss mitigation tools and services offered pursuant to this
section are: related to risk reduction, appropriately disclosed, and
uniformy provided to l|ike insureds in a fair and nondiscrimnatory
manner .

(b) Insurers shall specify in policy fornms what loss mtigation tools
and services are being offered, who pays for such tools and services,
and any applicable conditions or limts.

4. Insurers, the New York Property Insurance Underwriting Association
(NYPIUA), and rate service organizations (RSCs) shall file with the
departnent of financial services actuarially appropriate discounts for:

(a) Installation of devices or systems that nitigate or prevent | oss-
es, including snow |oad alarnms, ice dam prevention systens, and torna-
do-resistant features; and

(b) Retrofitting property wth stormresistant roofing syst enms,
i npact-resistant w ndows, storm shutters, or reinforced structura
el enents specific to snow or tornado events, pursuant to sections 2346
and 2346-a of the insurance | aw and 11 NYCRR § 160. 6.

5. The departnent of financial services shall nonitor conpliance and
may adopt rules and regul ations to ensure consistent application of this
secti on.

8§ 2. Municipalities participating in the <central New York extremne
weather relief and resiliency grant program nmay i ssue bonds and notes
pursuant to subdivision 33-d of paragraph a of section 11.00 of the
local finance law to finance grants, infrastructure recovery, and nmiti-
gation authorized pursuant to this act.

8 3. The enpire state devel opnent corporation is authorized to reallo-
cate any funds remaining fromother programs or unallocated to carry out
t he purposes of this act.

8 4. This act shall take effect imediately and shall be deened to
have been in full force and effect on and after January 1, 2024.

8§ 3. Severability clause. If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivi-
sion, section or part of this act shall be adjudged by any court of
conmpetent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgnment shall not affect,
impair, or invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in
its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section
or part thereof directly involved in the controversy in which such judg-
ment shall have been rendered. It is hereby declared to be the intent of
the legislature that this act would have been enacted even if such
invalid provisions had not been included herein.

8 4. This act shall take effect inmediately provided, however, that
the applicable effective date of Parts A through C of this act shall be
as specifically set forth in the last section of such Parts.



