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STATE OF NEW YORK

7303

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

April 9, 2025

Introduced by Sen. GALLIVAN -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Commttee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to establishing the
drinking water quality institute and providing for its duties

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Article 2 of the public health law is anended by adding a
newtitle I Xto read as foll ows:
TITLE I X
DRI NKI NG WATER QUALI TY | NSTI TUTE
Section 269-a. Drinking water quality institute; established.

8 269-a. Drinking water quality institute; established. 1. There shal
be established, within the departnent, the drinking water quality insti-
tute. Such institute shall be conposed of seventeen nenbers as foll ows:

(a) the conm ssioner;

(b) the commi ssioner of environnental conservation;

(c) the director of the office of renediation and materials with the
departnent of environnental conservation;

(d) the director of the office of water resources within the depart-
ment of environnental conservation;

(e) the director of the center for environnental health within the
depart nent ;

(f) the director of the bureau of occupational health and injury
prevention within the departnent:;

(g) the director of the bureau of water supply protection within the
depart nent ;

(h) the director of the watershed protection and partnership councils
within the departnent of state;

(i) three nenbers appointed by the governor;

(j) three nenbers appointed by the tenporary president of the senate;
and
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k) three nenbers appointed by the speaker of the assenbly.

2. (a) O the nenbers appointed to the drinking water quality insti-
tute, the governor, tenporary president of the senate and the speaker of
the assenbly shall each appoint:

(i) one nmenber who represents water purveyors, of which one appointing
authority shall appoint a representative of water purveyors whose prina-
ry water source is an underground Ssource or Sources;

(ii) one nenber who represents the academ c scientific conmmunity; and

(iii) one nenber representing the public, who has a background in
environnental health issues.

(b) The nenbers of such institute appointed pursuant to paragraphs
(i). (j) and (k) of subdivision one of this section shall serve terns of
three vears; provided, however, that of the initial appointnents:

(i) the water purveyor representative appointed by the governor., the
academi c scientific representative appointed by the tenporary president
of the senate and the public representative appointed by the speaker of
the assenbly shall serve initial terns of one year;

(ii) the public representative appointed by the governor, the water
purveyor representative appointed by the tenporary president of the
senate and the academic scientific representative appointed by the
speaker of the assenbly shall serve initial terns of tw years; and

(iii) the remaining appointed nenbers shall serve initial terns of
three years.

(c) The nenbers appointed pursuant to paragraphs (i), (j) and (k) of
subdi vision one of this section shall each serve their termof office or
until their successor is appointed; provided that any vacancy in the
position of an appointed nenber shall be filled in the sane manner as
the original appointnent and only for the unexpired termof the vacancy.
Provided, further, that any appointed nenber of the drinking water qual-
ity institute may be renoved for cause by their appointing authority
after a public hearing.

3. The nenbers of the drinking water quality institute shall receive
no conpensation for their services, but shall be allowed their actua
and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their duties
pursuant to this title.

4. The drinking water quality institute shall neet at such tines and
places as nay be determned by its chair, who shall be elected fromthe
nenbership of such institute by a majority of the nenbers. The institute
shall neet at a minimumof biannually. A majority of the nmenbers of such
institute shall constitute a quorumfor the transaction of business.

Action may be taken, and notions and resol utions adopted at any neeting

by the affirmative vote of a majority of the full nenbership of the
institute.

5. The institute shall nake recomendations to the departnent relating
to:

(a) developing a list of contaninants for which testing shall be
required by all public water systens, which shall include both supplies

serving populations of ten thousand and |ess and populations of ten
t housand or nore;

(b) devel oping maxi mum contamnant levels for unregulated contant
inants:;

(c) conducting scientific studies or scientific based research, as
wel | as conducting public outreach;

(d) establishing a clear notification process for nunicipalities and
state agencies dealing with water quality issues, when there are actua
or potential unregqulated contam nate threats including, but not limted
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to, clear and concise docunents to be wutilized when notifying the
public:;

(e) developing appropriate testing techniques to neasure maxi num
cont ani nant | evel s;

(f) developing the frequency with which testing should occur;

(g) ensuring state officials are aware of the nost up-to-date research
and science regarding water quality and contam nants;

(h) working with other state agencies and the federal governnent to
ensure funds are available and accessible, parties known to be responsi-
ble for the pollution are pursued, and renediation and cl eanup projects
occur in atinely manner; and

(i) anything else the departnment or the departnment of environnental
conservation desi gnates.

6. The drinking water quality institute shall be entitled to request
and receive assistance, facilities and resources of any state, nunicipa
departnent, board, conmi ssion or agency that may be required or are
deened necessary for the purposes of such institute.

7. The drinking water quality institute shall report to the |eqisla-
ture within one yvear of the initial convening of such institute and
annual ly thereafter on its activities and recomendati ons.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.




