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April 3, 2025

Introduced by Sen. SCARCELLA- SPANTON -- read tw ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Transportation

AN ACT to anmend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to the regis-
tration of notor vehicles owed by the parent or guardian of a severe-
Iy di sabl ed person

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The openi ng paragraph of subdivision 4 and paragraph (b) of
subdi vision 5 of section 404-a of the vehicle and traffic law, as
anended by chapter 376 of the |aws of 2015, are anmended and a new subdi -
vision 3-a is added to read as foll ows:

3-a. Reqgistration of vehicles owned by the parent or guardian of a
severely disabled person. The conmi ssioner shall assign to such notor
vehicles, including any van or pick-up truck used for transporting
persons with disabilities which is not used for commercial purposes and
which are owned by the parent or guardian of such person a distinctive
nunber and issue and deliver in such nmanner as the conmissioner may
select to the owner a certification of registration, in such formas the
conm ssioner shall prescribe and two nunber plates, called disabled
person passenger plates. Such disabled person passenger plates shal
conformto the requirenents of section four hundred one of this chapter,
but shall bear distinctive narks to distinguish themfrom nunber plates
to be issued to other persons, qualifying under this chapter. The
commi ssioner, in their discretion, may issue, for any registration year,
only one plate as a set for a notor vehicle, in which event a set of
di sabl ed person plates for a notor vehicle shall consist of one plate.
Wiere the parent or guardian of a severely disabled person ows nore
than one vehicle and such vehicle or vehicles is or are used for trans-
porting persons with disabilities, the conm ssioner shall issue one set
of plates for each additional vehicle used by such parent or guardian of
a severely disabl ed person.
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The commi ssioner shall issue sets of plates to such person in accord-
ance wth subdivision two and subdivision three-a of this section with
proof of such disability of such person or such nenbers of [his—er—her]
such person's famly certified by a physician, physician assistant or
nurse practitioner, to the extent authorized by | aw and consistent with
subdi vi sion three of section six thousand nine hundred two of the educa-
tion law, or podiatrist pursuant to subdivision four-a of this section
or optonetrist pursuant to subdivision four-b of this section, to the
sati sfaction of the conm ssioner who is enpowered to carry out the
effects of this section by formulating rules and regul ations. The
commi ssioner shall issue sets of plates to such person in accordance
with subdivision three-a of this section with proof of parenthood or
guardi anship of a severely disabled person including but not linted to
a birth certificate, foreign birth certificate, adoption decree, custody
agreenment, or consistent with article seventeen of the surrogate court
procedure act, article seventeen-a of the surrogate court procedure act,
or article eighty-three of the nmental hygiene |aw

(b) The conm ssioner may require the applicant for registration to
furnish such proof of [his—e+—her] such applicant's disability, such
proof of the disability of such applicant's child or person under their
guardi anship, or such proof of disability of such nmenbers of [his—o+
her] their famly froma physician, physician assistant or nurse practi-
tioner, to the extent authorized by law and consistent with subdivision
three of section six thousand nine hundred two of the education law, or
podi atri st pursuant to subdivision four-a of this section or optonetri st
pursuant to subdivision four-b of this section, as the comn ssioner
deens necessary either for initial registration or renewal thereof;
provi ded, however, that a handi capped or disabled pernmt issued by a
munici pality to such applicant pursuant to section twelve hundred
three-a of this chapter shall be deenmed sufficient proof of disability
for purposes of this paragraph.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw




