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STATE OF NEW YORK

6960

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 27, 2025

Introduced by Sen. SANDERS -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Fi nance

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to establishing the
comm ssi on on public safety, enmergency preparedness, and nental health

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The executive law is anmended by adding a new article 49-D
to read as foll ows:
ARTICLE 49-D
COVM SSI ON ON PUBLI C SAFETY, EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS. AND MENTAL HEALTH
Section 997. Definitions.
997-a. Conmmission on public safety, energency preparedness, and
nental health.
997-b. Division of school safety.
997-c. Division of energency preparedness.
997-d. Division of nental health.
997-e. Community engagenent and public oversight.
997-f. Utilization of other agency assistance.
997-g. Reports.

8 997. Definitions. As used in this article, the following terns shall
have the foll owi hg neani ngs:

1. "conmi ssion" shall nean the conmmission on public safety, energency
pr eparedness, and nental health established by this article.

2. "state agency" shall nean the state and any departnent., division,
board, bureau, conmmission or agency of the state or any political subdi-
vi sion thereof.

8 997-a. Conmission on public safety, energency preparedness, and
nental health. 1. There is hereby created within the executive depart -
nment a conmi ssion on public safety, energency preparedness, and nental
health consisting of the superintendent of state police, comni ssioner of
the division of honeland security and energency services, conmi SssSioner

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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of education, the chairperson of the disaster preparedness conm Ssion,
the conm ssioner of health, and the conm ssioner of nental health. Each

nenber agency nmay designate an executive level officer of that agency.
with responsibility for disaster preparedness nmatters, who nay represent
that agency on the conm ssion.

2. The commission shall elect a <chair, vice-chair. and any other
necessary officers fromanong the nenbers of the conmssion. A nmmjority
of the nenbers of the conmssion then in office shall constitute a
quorum for the transaction of business or the exercise of any power or
function of the commission. The commission, on call of the chairperson,
shall neet at least quarterly and at such other tines as may be neces-
sary. The agenda and neeting place of all reqular neetings shall be nade
available to the public in advance of such neetings and all such neet-
ings shall be open to the public. An act, determination or decision of
the mjority of the nenbers present during the presence of a guorum
shall be held to be the act, determ nation, or decision of the conm s-
si on.

3. The nenbers of the commi ssion shall be allowed their actual and
necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their duties under
this article but shall receive no additional conpensation for services
rendered pursuant to this article.

4. The conm ssion shall have the following powers and responsibil-
ities:

(a) work wth the division of school safety. division of energency
prepar edness, and the division of nental health to provide resources,
training, and support to schools and the community, as well as pronote
awar eness and reduce the stigma surrounding nental health.

(b) work with |ocal energency nanagenent agencies and nental health
organi zations to inprove the community's ability to respond to natura
di sasters, public health energencies, and other critical incidents.

(c) address critical issues related to public safety. energency
prepar edness, and nental health.
d rovide a conprehensive approach to ublic safet emer genc

pr eparedness, and nental health.

(e) inprove the overall safety and well-being of the conmmunity.

(f) provide resources and support to schools and the community to
pronote nental health awareness and reduce the stigna surroundi ng nental
heal t h.

(g) prioritize community engagenent and public oversight.

8 997-b. Division of school safety. The division of school safety
shall be responsible for ensuring the safety of students, teachers, and
staff in schools. The division of school safety shall consist of the
nenbers of the conmmission with representatives fromlocal l|law enforce-
nent., school admnistrators, and school safety experts. The division of
school safety shall provide training and resources to schools, including
but not limted to threat assessnents., school safety drills, and active

shoot er response pl ans.
8 997-c. Division of energency preparedness. The division of energency

prepar edness shall be responsible for devel oping and inplenmenting ener-
gency preparedness plans for the community. The division of energency
preparedness shall consist of the nenbers of the conmission with repre-
sentatives fromlocal energency nanagenent agencies. first responders,
and public health officials. The division of energency preparedness
shall inprove the ability of communities to respond to natural disas-
ters, public health energencies, and other critical incidents.
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8 997-d. Division of nental health. The division of nmental health
shall be responsible for pronoting nental health awareness in schools
and the conmmunity. The division of nental health shall consist of the
nenbers of the commission with representatives fromlocal nental health
organi zations, school counselors, and nental health professionals. The
division of nental health shall provide nental health resources and
training to schools, as well as support and referrals for students,
teachers, and staff.

8 997-e. Conmmunity engagenent and public oversight. The conm ssSion
shall maintain a website where a nenber of the public can |l eave a public
conmment on the commi ssion. The conm ssion shall also conduct hearings at
least twice a year where the public can comment on the comm ssion. One
such hearing shall occur in a city with a population of one mllion or
nore and another such hearing shall not occur in a city with a popu-
lation of one mllion or nore.

§ 997-f. Uilization of other agency assistance. All state agencies
are hereby authorized and directed to provide assistance and avail able
resources, as requested by the comrission, in order to effectuate the
pur poses of this article.

8 997-9g. Reports. The conmission shall report on its progress, accont
plishnments, findings. conclusions, recomendations, and activities to
the governor and to the legislature annually on or before the thirty-
first day of March of each year.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect imediately.




