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STATE OF NEW YORK

6893

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 26, 2025

Introduced by Sen. FAHY -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to transition feasibility
anal ysis for zero-em ssion school buses

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Section 3638 of the education law is anmended by adding a
new subdi vision 1-a to read as foll ows:

1-a. The departnment shall require every school district to conplete a
transition feasibility analysis before the end of the current schoo
vear as of the effective date of this subdivision, and every five vyears
thereafter, to determine which if any regular routes can feasibly be
serviced by zero-enission school buses, provided that existing feasibil-
ity studies conpleted within the two years preceding the adoption of
this subdivision shall neet the requirenents of this subdivision. The
anal ysis shall assess each district's transportation needs, current bus
routes and alternative routes based on distance, topography, bridge and
road infrastructure, average |low tenperatures, and a mninmm end-of-
route charge requirenent of no less than twenty percent, consider the
sufficiency of the school district's electric transm ssion capacity and
infrastructure and assess the availability of and accessibility to state
and/or federal funding for the purchase of zero-enission school buses
and construction of associated infrastructure.

8§ 2. Subdivision 2 of section 3638 of the education |law, as added by
section 1 of subpart A of part B of chapter 56 of the laws of 2022, is
anmended to read as foll ows:

2. (a) No later than July first, tw thousand twenty-seven, every
school district shall abide by the findings of the district's current
transition feasibility analysis, conpleted in accordance with subdivi-
sion one-a of this section, as set forth in this subdivision. If the
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findings of a school district's transition feasibility analysis indicate

that:

H-+)] fifty percent or nore of all regular routes are not deened
feasible for service by zero-em ssion school buses, then the school
district my continue to operate, maintain or contract for non-zero-em
ission school buses and receive transportation aid for non-zero-emn ssion
school buses purchased or leased to nake required transportation runs;
or

(ii) less than fifty percent of all regular routes are not deened
feasible for service by zero-em ssion school buses, then the school
district (A) shall operate, mamintain or contract for zero-emn ssion
school buses and receive transportation aid for zero-em ssion schoo
buses purchased or |eased for such regular routes as are deened feasibly
serviceable by a zero-em ssion school bus or for an equival ent percent-
age of reqgular routes deened feasible for service by such buses and (B)
may operate, maintain or contract for non-zero-em ssion school buses for
the remaining reqgular routes and receive transportation aid for non-
zer o-enm ssi on _school buses purchased or |leased to make required trans-
portation runs for such remaining regular routes.

(a-1) Wth respect to any zero-em ssion school buses operated or nmain-
tained by a school district in accordance with the findings of the
district's current transition feasibility analysis, such school district
shall include requirenments in any procurenent for the nanufacturing or
retrofitting of a zero-emssion school bus and charging or fueling
infrastructure that the conponents and parts used or supplied in the
performance of the contract or any subcontract thereto shall be produced
or nmade in whole or substantial part in the United States, its territo-
ries or possessions and that final assenbly of the zero-em ssion schoo
bus and charging or fueling infrastructure shall occur in the United
States, its territories or possessions.

(b) The conmi ssioner, in consultation with the New York state energy
research and devel opment authority and office of general services, my
wai ve the contracting requirenents set forth in [subparagraph—{iii—of]
paragraph [&)] (a-1) of this subdivision if the comm ssioner determ nes
that the requirenents would not be in the public interest, would result
i n unreasonabl e costs, or that obtaining such zero-em ssion school buses
and charging or fueling infrastructure conponents and parts in the
United States would increase the cost of a school district's contract
for zero-enission school buses and charging or fueling infrastructure by
an unreasonabl e anobunt, or such zero-em ssion school busses and charging
or fueling infrastructure conponents and parts cannot be produced, made,
or assenbled in the United States in sufficient and reasonably avail able
quantities or of satisfactory quality. Such determ nation nmust be nade
on an annual basis no later than Decenber thirty-first, after providing
notice and an opportunity for public coment, and be nade publicly
available, in witing, on the departnent's website with a detailed
expl anation of the findings leading to such determnation. |If the
comm ssioner has issued determinations for three consecutive years that
no such waiver is warranted pursuant to this paragraph, then the conm s-
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sioner shall no |l onger be required to provide the annual determnations
required by this paragraph.

(c) Any school district which encunbers funds and places an order for
a zero-em ssion school bus prior to July first, two t housand t wen-
ty-seven, but which does not receive delivery of such bus before such
date, shall be deemed in conpliance with the provisions of this subdivi-
si on.

(d) For the purpose of this subdivision, "regular routes" are defined
as daily runs to and froma student's hone, child care or bus stop to
the district school. Routes to transport students off the primary
school canpus for boards of cooperative educational services (BOCES)
prograns, special education placenents and to transport honel ess
students and students to and fromextracurricular activities shall be
deened "non reqgular" routes and exenpted fromany zero-enission schoo
bus requirenent pursuant to this chapter

8 3. Subdivision 4 of section 3638 of the education |law, as added by
section 1 of subpart A of part B of chapter 56 of the |laws of 2022, is
anended to read as foll ows:

4. A school district may apply to the comni ssioner, and the departnent
may grant a one-time extension of up to twenty-four nonths to conply
with the requirenents of subdivision [+we] three of this section. The
commi ssioner shall consider a school district's effort to neet the
requi rements of subdivision [+w] three of this section when granting an
extension, including but not limted to, procurenent efforts made by the
school district, applications for state or federal funds, changes needed
to school district operations to neet the requirenents of this section,
enpl oyee training, and receipt of technical assistance, if any. Upon a
school district receiving an extension, the New York state energy
research and devel opnent authority, in consultation with the departnent,
shall provide any additional technical assistance necessary to the
district to neet the requirenents of subdivision [twe] three of this
section.

8 4. Subdivision 1 of section 3623-a of the education |aw is amended
by adding a new paragraph a-1 to read as foll ows:

a-1. Zero-emission bus transition feasibility analysis, conducted
pursuant to subdivision one-a of section thirty-six hundred thirty-eight
of this article;

8 5. Paragraph e of subdivision 1 of section 3623-a of the education
| aw i s anended by addi ng two new subparagraphs 1-a and 7-a to read as
fol | ows:

(1-a) salary for a zero-enmission transportation transition planner

(7-a) costs incurred to transport an out-of-service zero-eni ssion bus
for storage and repairs:;

8 6. This act shall take effect inmediately.




