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STATE OF NEW YORK

6798

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 24, 2025

Introduced by Sens. JACKSON, MAY -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and
when printed to be conmritted to the Conmittee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to establishing the
university of the state of New York environmental sustainability
office

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The education law is anended by adding a new section 235-c
to read as foll ows:

8 235-c. Environnental sustainability office. 1. The regents shal
establish an environnmental sustainability office within the university
of the state of New York to lead the coordination, planning and inple-
nentation of policies, prograns, and processes to fulfill the universi-
ty's sustainability obligations and targets cohesively, across al
uni versity canpuses, and at the systemlevel. Sustainability obligations
include, but are not linmted to, reduction in energy use, prevention of
waste and achieving material circularity, carbon enissions reduction
social equity and justice, and engagenent and outreach strategies
included within these and other sustainability focus areas.

2. The head of the office shall be the director of environnental
sustainability who shall be appointed by the regents and have the
followi ng powers and duties:

a. lead institutional planning to fulfill university sustainability

conmtnents and represent the wuniversity's sustainability goals in
system w de and canpus | evel planning.

b. Set consistent sustainability standards, across a nultitude of
related focus areas, systemwde, including but not linmted to, system
and canpus level clean energy nmaster plans and zero waste circularity
pl ans.

c. leverage expertise available across university canpuses to pil ot
and el evate sustainability prograns, projects and research.
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d. Cosely collaborate and coordinate with stakeholders across state
agencies to achieve operational sustainability alignment and feasibil-
ity.

e. Serve on state and national conmmittees involved in creating poli-
cies and naking decisions concerning sustainability.

f. Further the wuniversity's investnent in sustainability across
canpuses so as to maxinm ze its return on investnent, while achieving the
university's sustainability commitnents.

g. Develop nethods and processes to nonitor perfornmance and devel op
and evaluate projects and prograns concerning sustainability.

h. Assist the office of general services, and other relevant stake-
holders, in procurenent of combdities and services that advance the
university's mssion, while achieving sustainability goals, and ensure
that sustainability is a key conponent in the procurenent of services

and products.
i. Direct the environnental sustainability office by setting perform

ance goals prioritizing responsibilities, developing wirk processes,
supervising staff, creating a repository of resources, and nanaging the
budget of the office.

j. Provide expertise to canpuses in need of direction and support in
pursuing sustainability-related projects and prograns, and deliver
outreach, engagenent, and training to canpuses.

k. Guide sustainability nmeasurenent and data analysis at the universi-
ty system and canpus levels. The director shall lead sustainability
performance reporting and advise on the devel opnent of performance indi -
cators on systemw de and on canpuses to npnitor progress towards goals.

|. Oiginate innovative fiscal and infrastructure solutions and eval u-
ate the feasibility of inplenentation across the university system and
seek external funding and resources through advancenent, grant witing.
and partnerships.

m_Develop processes for canpus sustainability funds, including

project feasibility, budgeting, and nonitoring progress, and manage the

fiscal solvency of such sustainability funds.
n. Oversee opportunities for student participation in sustainability

initiatives through internships and volunteer service, and further
curricular innovation and interdisciplinary prograns.

0. Cooperate with other universities, state and |ocal agencies, and
nonprofits that advance sustainability locally, regionally, nationally,
and internationally to further the university's |l eadership and advance
environnmental sustainability externally.

p. Performother related duties and special projects.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw.




