OCOoO~NOUIWN P

STATE OF NEW YORK

6773--A

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 24, 2025

Introduced by Sens. JACKSON, PARKER, RAMOS, RIVERA, SEPULVEDA -- read
twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be conmtted to the
Committee on Codes -- recommitted to the Committee on Codes in accord-
ance with Senate Rule 6, sec. 8 -- conmmittee discharged, bill amended
ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted to said conmittee

AN ACT to anend the penal law, in relation to tanpering wth physical
evi dence and obstructing governnental adm nistration

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 215.40 of the penal lawis anended to read as
fol | ows:

§ 215.40 Tanpering with physical evidence.

A person is guilty of tampering with physical evidence when:

1. Wth intent that it be used or introduced in an official proceeding
or a prospective official proceeding, [he] such person (a) know ngly
makes, devises or prepares false physical evidence, or (b) produces or
of fers such evidence at such a proceeding knowing it to be false; or

2. Believing that certain physical evidence is about to be produced or
used in an official proceeding or a prospective official proceeding, and
intending to prevent such production or use, [he] such person suppresses
it by any act of conceal nent, alteration or destruction, or by enploying
force, intimdation or deception agai nst any person,_or

3. Believing that evidence collected through a body canera is about to
be produced or used in an official proceeding or a prospective officia
proceedi ng, and intending to prevent such production or use, a police or
peace officer conceals, alters, or deletes such body canera footage or
its audi o recording.

Tanpering with physical evidence is a class E fel ony.

§ 2. Section 195.05 of the penal |aw, as anended by section 16 of part
G of chapter 55 of the laws of 2024, is anended to read as foll ows:

§ 195.05 Cbstructing governmental adm nistration in the second degree.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] isoldlawto be omtted
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A person is guilty of obstructing governmental adm nistration when

1. Such person intentionally obstructs, inpairs or perverts the adm n-
istration of |law or other governnmental function or prevents or attenpts
to prevent a public servant fromperformng an official function, by
means of intimdation, physical force or interference, or by neans of
any independently unlawful act, or by neans of interfering, whether or
not physical force is involved, with radio, tel ephone, television or
ot her tel ecomuni cations systens owned or operated by the state, or a
county, city, town, village, fire district or enmergency nedical service
or by neans of rel easing a dangerous ani mal under circunstances evincing
the actor's intent that the aninmal obstruct governnental adm nistration;
or

2. Wth the intent to violate a closing order, order to seal, tenpo-
rary closing order, or tenporary order to seal issued by a governnental
entity to address a public health or safety concern, such person danages
or renoves any padl ock or other device installed for the purpose of
effectuating such order[-]; or

3. Such person is a police or peace officer that intentionally
obstructs, inpairs or perverts the admnistration of |law or ot her
governnental function or prevents or attenpts to prevent a public serv-
ant from performng an official function, by turning off a body canera
or its audio in situations where it is the policy of such officer's
departnent or agency that such body canera or audio should be recording.

bstructing governnental adnministration is a class A m sdeneanor.

§ 3. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw.




