O©CoO~NOUA~WNE

STATE OF NEW YORK

6763

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 24, 2025

I ntroduced by Sens. JACKSON, MAY, RAMOS -- read tw ce and ordered print-
ed, and when printed to be comritted to the Conmittee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to requiring civic educa-
tion courses for grades five through twelve

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The education law is anmended by adding a new section 819 to
read as foll ows:

8 819. Instruction in civic education. 1. The conmni ssioner shal
establish a curriculumfor instruction in civic education in all schools
providing instruction to students in grades five through twelve. Loca
boards of education and the chancellor of the board of education of the
city of New York may adopt their own curriculumupon the approval of the
conm Sssi oner.

2. Such instruction shall include, but shall not be linited to,
instruction on the New York state constitution; federal, state and | oca
governnent; civic literacy; nethods of public participation; and the
rights and responsibilities of citizenship. Such curriculumshall have
an _experiential, sinmulation, and project-based approach, including but
not limted to, nock trials; npot court; opportunities to identify and
debate issues relative to power, econonic status and the conmon good in
denocracy, advocacy, and community organi zing; sinulation based |eqisla-
tive hearings; and other role playing exercises that engage students in
the denpcratic process and that teach them how to be infornmed civic
actors in their comunities.

3. The boards of education and trustees of the several cities and
school districts of the state shall require instruction to be given in
such course, by the teachers enployed in the school therein.

4. The commissioner shall promulgate rules and requlations outlining
the training of teachers providing such civic education instruction and
materials to be provided for such instruction. The board of education or
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trustees of every school district shall provide appropriate training and
curriculummaterials, as pronulgated by the conm ssioner, to such teach-
ers.

8 2. This act shall take effect two years after it shall have becone a
law. Effective inmedi ately, the addition, amendnment and/or repeal of any
rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation of this act on its
effective date are authorized to be nade and conpleted on or before such
ef fective date.




