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STATE OF NEW YORK

6668

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 19, 2025

Introduced by Sen. WALCZYK -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Education

AN ACT to anmend the education |law and chapter 537 of the laws of 1976,
relating to paid, free and reduced price breakfast for eligible pupils
in certain school districts, inrelation to healthy school neals

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivisions b and ¢ of section 5 of chapter 537 of the
laws of 1976, relating to paid, free and reduced price breakfast for
eligible pupils in certain school districts, subdivision b as amended by
section 32-a of part A of chapter 56 of the |aws of 2024 and subdi vi sion
c as anended by section 22-b of part A of chapter 56 of the laws of
2022, are anended to read as foll ows:

b. Notwithstanding any nmnonetary limtations with respect to schoo
I unch progranms contained in any law or regulation, for school |unch
meal s served in the school year comrencing July 1, 2022 and each July 1
thereafter, a school food authority shall be eligible for a State subsi -
dy equal to $0.1901 per free and paid school |unch neal, and $0.0519 per
reduced-price lunch neal, for any school Ilunch nmeal served by such
school food authority; provided that the school food authority certifies
to the Departnment of Agriculture and Markets through the application
subm tted pursuant to subdivision ¢ of this section that such food
authority has purchased at least thirty percent of its total cost of
food products for its school lunch service programfrom New York state
farners, growers, producers or processors in the precedi ng school year.
Conmmencing July 1, 2025, and each July 1 thereafter, a school food
authority shall be allowed to attribute noneys spent on purchases of
food products from New York state farmers, growers, producers or proces-
sors made for its school breakfast or snack prograns to the thirty
percent of costs for school breakfast and |unch service prograns.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted
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c. The Departnent of Agriculture and Markets in cooperation with the
State Educati on Department, shall develop an application for school food
authorities to seek an additional State subsidy pursuant to this section
inatimeline and format prescribed by the commi ssioner of agriculture
and markets. Such application shall include, but not be limted to,
docunent ation denonstrating the school food authority's total food
purchases for its school breakfast, snack, and |unch service program
and docunentation denpbnstrating its total food purchases and percentages
for such program_permtted to be counted under this section, from New
York State farmers, growers, producers or processors in the preceding
school year. The application shall also include an attestation from the
school food authority's chief operating officer that it purchased at
|l east thirty percent of its total cost of food products, pernmitted to be
counted under this section, for its school breakfast, snack, and [|unch
service program from New York State farners, growers, producers or
processors in the preceding school year in order to neet the require-
ments for this additional State subsidy. School food authorities shal
be required to annually apply for this subsidy. After reviewing schoo
food authorities' conpleted applications for an additional State subsidy
pursuant to this section, the Departnent of Agriculture and Markets
shall certify to the State Education Departnent the school food authori-
ties approved for such additional State subsidy and the State Education
Department shall pay such additional State subsidy to such school food
aut horities.

8§ 2. The education law is anmended by adding a new section 915-a to
read as foll ows:

§ 915-a. Prohibiting the sale of foods containing synthetic color
additives. 1. No foods or beverages, including conpetitive foods as
defined wunder 7 CFR 210.11(a)(2) and neals reinbursed under prograns
aut horized by the federal Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act
(Public Law 113-79) and the federal Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42
US. C Sec. 1771 et seq.), containing any of the follow ng substances
shall be sold in any public school within the state:

FD&C Red No. 3

FD&C Red No. 40

FD&C Bl ue No. 1

FD&C Bl ue No. 2

FD&C Green No. 3

FD&C Yell ow No. 5

FD&C Yel |l ow No. 6

Ti tani um di oxi de

A school may pernit the sale of foods and beverages that do not
conmply with subdivision one of this section if the sale of such itens
takes pl ace either:

a. off and away fromthe prem ses of the school; or

b. on school premises at |east one-half hour after the end of the
school day.

8§ 3. The education law is anended by adding a new section 915-b to
read as foll ows:

§ 915-b. Healthy kitchens, healthy schools program 1. For the
pur poses of this section, the following ternms shall have the follow ng
nmeani ngs:

(a) "Eligible Kkitchen upgrades"” shall nean purchase of new kitchen
appliances, kitchen renovations, or other inprovenents to a school's
kitchen that the comm ssioner determnes qualify for a grant under the

program
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(b) "Programl neans the healthy kitchens, healthy schools program
established under subdivision tw of this section.

2. The departnment shall establish a "healthy kitchens., healthy schools
program’ under which grants shall be awarded to schools in the state for
eligible kitchen upgrades. The conmmi ssioner shall deternmine eligibility
requirenents for schools to receive grants under the program which
shall prioritize schools that lack existing facilities to provide heal -
thy lunches to students.

3. The conm ssioner shall ensure that every school deened eligible
under subdivision two of this section shall receive sufficient grant
fundi ng under the program for requested eligible Kkitchen upgrades. |If
the conmm ssioner determnes that adequate funds do not exist to ensure
such sufficient grant funding, the conm ssioner shall submit a report to
the governor., the tenporary president of the senate, and the speaker of
the assenmbly, detailing the funds needed, and requesting an appropri-
ation to be namde therefor.

4. The commi ssioner is authorized to pronulgate any rule or regulation
necessary to effectuate the provisions of this section.

8 4. The education |law is anmended by adding a new section 915-c to
read as foll ows:

8 915-c. Limting sugar content of school neals. Every school in the
state shall plan the neals it provides to students in a nanner that
prevents students from consuning nore than twenty-five grans of added
sugars in a day from such school neals. Such neals shall be planned in a
manner under which a student receiving a breakfast neal and |unch neal
at a school in the sane day shall have the opportunity to choose any
avai l able breakfast neal option and any available lunch neal option for
such day. and any such conbination of such breakfast neal and [unch neal
options would not exceed twenty-five grans of added sugars.

§ 5. This act shall take effect inmediately.




