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STATE OF NEW YORK

6478

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 14, 2025

Introduced by Sen. CLEARE -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Commttee on Health

AN ACT to anmend the public health law, in relation to the establishnent
of maxi mum contam nant | evel goals (MCLGs) for energing contam nants

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Subdivision 2 of section 1112 of the public health law is
anended by adding a new paragraph d to read as foll ows:

d. "Maximum contamnant level goal" or "MCLG' shall nean the maxi num
level of a contamnant in drinking water at which no known or antic-
ipated adverse effect on the health of persons would occur, and which
allows an adequate nargin of safety. Maxi mum contaninant |evel goals
are non-enforceable health goals.

8§ 2. Section 1112 of the public health [aw is amended by addi ng a new
subdi vision 15 to read as foll ows:

15. The conmissioner shall by regulation establish a maxi num contam
inant level goal (MCLG for each energing contaminant for which the
conm ssioner has established a maxinum contaninant |evel as of the
effective date of this subdivision and for which the comm ssioner estab-
lishes a maxi mum contanminant |level after the effective date of this
subdi vi si on. When establishing a MCLG the commi ssioner shall consider
the adverse health risk to sensitive sub-populations, including infants,
children, the elderly, and those with conpronised immune systens and
chronic diseases. For microbial contam nants that nay present a public
health risk, the conmi ssioner shall set the MCLG at zero. For chenical
contaninants that are carcinogens, the conm ssioner shall set the MCLG
at zero if both of these elenents are present: (a) there is evidence
that a chemical nmay cause cancer; and (b) there is no dose bel ow which
the chemical is considered safe. |If a chenmical is carcinogenic and a
safe dose can be deternined, the conmmi ssioner shall set the MCLG at a
|l evel above zero that is safe. For chenical contami nants that are non-
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carci nogens but can cause adverse non-cancer health effects, the comm s-
sioner shall set the MG based on the chenical's reference dose. A
reference dose is an estinmate of the anpbunt of a chemical that a person
can be exposed to on a daily basis that is not anticipated to cause
adverse health effects over a lifetine.

8§ 3. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 5 of section 1113 of the public
health | aw, as added by section 1 of part R of chapter 57 of the | aws of
2017, is anended to read as foll ows:

(b) a review of substances identified as emergi ng contam nants pursu-
ant to section one thousand one hundred twelve of this title. Were
appropriate the council shall recomrend either a maxi num cont am nant
| evel (MCL) and maxi num contam nant |evel goal (MCLG, or the rempval of
the substance fromthe list of enmerging contanminants, on the basis of
avail able scientific evidence and any other relevant factors. The coun-
cil shall also recommend a MCLG for each energing contaninant for which
it has already recomended an MCL as of the effective date of this para-

gr aph;
8 4. This act shall take effect immediately.




