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STATE OF NEW YORK

6424

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 13, 2025

Introduced by Sen. ASHBY -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Veterans, Honmel and Securi -
ty and Mlitary Affairs

AN ACT to anend the military law, in relation to establishing a weekend
child day care assistance programfor New York arnmy and air nationa
guard nenbers

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The nmilitary law is amended by addi ng a new section 257 to
read as foll ows:

8 257. Wekend child day care assistance program 1. For the purposes
of this section, the following ternms shall have the follow ng neanings:

(a) "New York national guard" neans both the New York arny nationa
guard established under section forty-one of this chapter, and the New
York air national guard established under section forty-two of this
chapt er.

(b) "The programt’ neans the weekend child day care assistance program
established pursuant to subdivision two of this section

(c) "Dual-mlitary famly" neans a two-parent family where both such
parents are enlisted as nenbers of the New York national guard, or any
other federal military branch.

(d) "Child day care" shall have the sane neaning as defined by section
three hundred ninety of the social services |aw

(e) "Child care provider" neans an entity operating as a child day
care center or famly day care hone under section three hundred ninety
of the social services |aw

2. The division of mlitary and naval affairs, in conjunction with the
office of <children and famly services, shall develop and inplenent a
"weekend child day care assistance programi to benefit nenbers of the
New York national guard, including devel opnent of an initial registra-
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tion process, and a nonthly reservation process for New York nationa
guard nenbers to reserve child day care with a child care provider.

3. The program shall provide free hourly child day care, at a child
care provider that has opted to participate in the program for New York

nati onal guard nenbers during schedul ed weekend drill periods, for up to
twel ve hours. Such child day care shall be reinbursable as provided in
this section. New York national guard nenbers seeking to enroll in the

program shall make an initial application to the program and once
assisted, shall reserve child day care under the programnonthly at a
child care provider participating in the program

4. Al child day care costs shall be processed directly to the child
care provider and processed in accordance with the program policies,
dependent on submission of conpleted attendance sheets. No paynents
shall be guaranteed until a final approval certificate has been sent to
both the New York national guard menber enrolled in the program and
child care provider. It shall be the responsibility of both the New York
national guard nenber enrolled in the programand child care provider to
review all approvals for accuracy, and to report any inaccuracies as
soon _as possi bl e.

5. New York national guard nmenbers enrolled in the program shall

(a) Be in good standing with their unit, which shall include, at a
mninum having attended all required drills, conpleted assigned tasks,
and mai ntai ned conpliance with uniformrequirenents;

(b) Prove that no other adult in such New York national guard nenber's
household is able to care for such nenber's child or children during the
schedul ed drill weekend; and

(c) Either: (i) Be a single parent, or be part of a dual-nmlitary
family where such New York national guard nenber's spouse is participat-
ing in a drill during the sanme weekend, is deployed, or is attending
service-related classes or training on a drill weekend; or

(ii) Have enrolled their child or children in the Defense Enroll nent
Eligibility Reporting System as dependents of such New York nationa
guard nenber, if such child or children are between the ages of six
weeks to twelve years old.

6. Child care providers participating in the program shall

(a) Miintain conpliance with section three hundred ninety of the
social services |aw

(b) Subnit to an advanced Federal Bureau of lInvestigation federa
fingerprint background check and federal Child Abuse Reqistry check

conducted and adjudi cated by the departnent of social services for any

child day care enployees, and for family day care hones, as such termis
defined by section three hundred ninety of the social services |aw, al

househol d nenbers aged ei ghteen years and ol der

(c) Maintain a child day care liability insurance policy coverage of
at least five hundred thousand dollars; and

(d) Mintain a certification in first aid and infant/child cardiopul -
nonary resuscitation (CPR).

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a law. Effective imediately, the addition, anmendnent and/or
repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation of
this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and conpleted
on or before such effective date.




