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STATE OF NEW YORK

6054

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 5, 2025

Introduced by Sens. PARKER, LIU -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and
when printed to be conmmitted to the Conmittee on Mental Health

AN ACT to anend the nmental hygiene law, in relation to establishing the
New York state council on nmental health enmergency and crisis response

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The nental hygiene |aw is anended by adding a new section
7.42 to read as foll ows:

8 7.42 New York state council on nental health energency and crisis
response.
(a) There is hereby created in the office, the New York state advisory
council on nental health energency and crisis response. The counci
shall consist of, at a mninum the conm ssioner or their designee; the

conm ssioner of the departnent of corrections and conmunity supervision
or their designee; an individual representing the state conference of
local nmental hygiene directors as established under article forty-one of
this chapter; an individual representing the nental hygiene |egal
service as established under article forty-seven of this chapter; and
thirty-two additional nmenbers of which twelve shall be appointed by the
governor, eight shall be appointed by the speaker of the assenbly, eight
shall be appointed by the tenporary speaker of the senate, and two each
shall be appointed by the minority |leader of the assenbly and senate.
Each appointed representative shall be representative of the follow ng

and shall represent each geographic area of the state. Menbers shall be
know edgeabl e in various aspects of npbile crisis nental health services
and shall include, but not be limted to: (i) representatives of nobile

crisis outreach teans; (ii) statew de organizations representing nenta
health providers; (iii) statew de advocacy groups representing individ-
uals with a psychiatric condition; (iv) representatives of hospitals
including but not limted to hospitals operating a conprehensive psychi -
atric energency program (v) physicians and other health and nental

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
LBD10605- 01-5



O©Coo~NoOO~wWNE

S. 6054 2

health professionals with experience in the delivery of nental health
crisis services; and (vi) first responders and | aw enforcenent.

(b) The council shall nmake recomendations to the commi ssioner on
topics including but not limted to: (i) identifying best practices for
response to nmental health crises; (ii) initiatives to increase training
opportunities and participation of nental health professionals, and
other qualified individuals as nenbers of nobile crisis outreach teans;
(iii) identify training needs and nethods to inprove diversion from
hospitalization after response froma nobile crisis outreach tea iv
identify the need for establishing nobile crisis outreach teans in each
region of the state and accessing alternatives to hospitalization; (v)
public education and outreach on the benefit of npbile crisis outreach
teans and how to access their services; and (vi) any other recomenda-
tion deened appropriate by the council

(c) The termof office of each nenber shall be two years. Vacanci es
shall be filled by appointnent for the remainder of an unexpired term
The nenbers shall continue in office until the expiration of their terns
and until their successors are appointed and have qualified. No nenber
shall be appointed to the state council for nore than four consecutive
terns.

(d) The council shall neet as frequently as its business nmay require.
The presence of a majority of the nmenbers shall constitute a quorum The
nenbers of the council shall receive no conpensation for their services
as nenbers.

e) The conm ssioner, upon request of the council, shall designate an
officer or enployee of the office to act as secretary of the council,
and shall assign fromtine to tine such other enployees as the counci
nay require

(f) The council shall develop and subnt a report to the governor. the
speaker of the assenbly, and the tenporary president of the senate no
|later than Decenber thirty-first, two thousand twenty-five and annually
thereafter, pertaining to the recommendations required by this section
and recommendations to effectively inplenent any initiative identified
by the council and other recommendations deened appropriate by the
conm Sssi oner.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw Effective inmrediately, the addition, anendnent
and/or repeal of any rule or regul ation necessary for the inplenentation
of this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and
conpl eted on or before such effective date.




