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March 3, 2025

I ntroduced by Sens. SEPULVEDA, COVRIE -- read twi ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be commtted to the Comrittee on Crine Victins,
Crime and Correction

AN ACT to anmend the correction law, in relation to providing electronic
mai | services to an incarcerated individua

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 623 of the correction |aw, as anmended by chapter
322 of the laws of 2021, is anended to read as foll ows:

8 623. Incarcerated individual tel ephone and electronic mail services.
1. Telephone and electronic nmil services contracts for incarcerated
individuals in state correctional facilities shall be subject to the
procurement provisions as set forth in article eleven of the state
finance | aw provi ded, however, that when determ ning the best value of
such tel ephone and electronic mail service, the | owest possible cost to
the tel ephone and el ectronic mail user shall be enphasi zed.

2. a. The departnment shall nmake available either a "prepaid" or
"collect call" system or a conbination thereof, for tel ephone service.
Under the "prepaid" system funds may be deposited into an account in
order to pay for station-to-station calls, provided that nothing in this
subdivision shall require the departnment to provide or admnister a
prepai d system Under a "collect call™ system call recipients are
billed for the cost of an accepted tel ephone call initiated by an incar-
cerated individual. Under such "collect call" system the provider of
i ncarcerated individual tel ephone service, as an additional neans of
paynment, nrmust permt the recipient of incarcerated individual calls to
establish an account with such provider in order to deposit funds to pay
for such collect calls in advance.

b. The departnment shall nmeke available a "prepaid® system for elec-
tronic mail service. Under the "prepaid" system funds nay be deposited
into an account in order to pay for additional electronic mail pursuant
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to subdivision three of this section, provided that nothing in this
subdi vision shall require the departnent to provide or adninister a
prepaid system

3. The departnent shall provide secure electronic mail services to
individuals in its custody. An incarcerated individual may send up to
ten electronic mil letters a day at no charge. Additional electronic
mai|l letters sent by such incarcerated individual may incur a charge of
no nore than twenty-five cents per electronic mail letter on a prepaid
account established pursuant to paragraph b of subdivision two of this
section. No person shall be charged for sending a secure electronic nail
letter to an incarcerated individual

4. The departnment shall not accept or receive revenue in excess of its
reasonabl e operating cost for establishing and adm nistering such tele-
phone and el ectronic mail systemservices as provided in subdivisions
one [and], two and three of this section.

[4-] 5. The departnment shall establish rules and regulations or
departnental procedures to ensure that any incarcerated individual phone
call and electronic mail systemestablished by this section provides
reasonabl e security neasures to preserve the safety and security of each
correctional facility, all staff and all persons outside a facility who
may receive incarcerated individual phone calls or electronic nmi
letters.

§ 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw




