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STATE OF NEW YORK

5720

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 28, 2025

Introduced by Sen. SKOUFIS -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to establishing regis-
tered nedi cal assistants

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The education law is anmended by adding a new article 131-D
to read as foll ows:
ARTICLE 131-D
VEDI CAL ASSI STANTS
Section 6549-aa. Definitions.
6549-bb. Registration.
6549-cc. Perfornmance of nedical assistant services.
6549-dd. Construction.
6549-ee. Reqgul ati ons.

8 6549-aa. Definitions. As used in this article:

1. "Medical assistant” neans a person who is registered pursuant to
this article as a nedical assistant.

2. "Health care practitioner"” neans a physician, physician assistant,
nurse practitioner, podiatrist, or midwife licensed or certified pursu-
ant to this title.

3. "Basic adninistrative and clerical tasks" neans those non-clinica
services related to nedical office operations, including but not linited
to: updating and filing patient records and insurance forns; billing and
coding; conpleting hospital admissions forns; and assigning referrals
and | aboratory services.

4. "Advanced clinical tasks" neans preparing and adm nistering vacci-
nations or immunizations.

5. "Approved program’ neans a post-secondary nedical assisting educa-
tion programthat is accredited by the Comrission on Accreditation of
Allied Health Education Prograns or the Anerican Medical Association or

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
LBD09536- 01- 5



O©Coo~NoOO~wWNE

S. 5720 2

its successor, the Accrediting Bureau of Health Education Schools or its
successor, or another certificate programfor the education of nedica

assistants approved by the departnent.

8 6549-bb. Registration. 1. To qualify for registration as a nedical
assistant, each person shall pay a fee of one hundred fifteen dollars to
the departnent and shall also subnit satisfactory evidence, verified by
oath or affirmation, that such person

(a) at the tine of application is at |east eighteen years of age;

b) is of good noral character; and

(c) has successfully conpleted an approved program

2. The departnent shall furnish to each person applying for reqgistra-
tion hereunder an application formcalling for such information as the
departnent deens necessary and shall issue to each applicant who satis-
fies the requirenents of subdivision one of this section a certificate
of registration as nedical assistant for the period expiring Decenber
thirty-first of the first odd-nunbered year termi nating subsequent to
such registration.

3. Every registrant shall apply to the departnent for a certificate of
registration. The departnment shall mail to every reqgistered nedical
assistant an application formfor registration, addressed to the regis-
trant's post office address on file with the departnment. Upon receipt of
such application properly executed, together with evidence of satisfac-
tory conpletion of such continuing education requirenents as my be
established by the conmi ssioner in consultation with the conm ssioner of
health, the departnent shall issue a certificate of registration.
Regi stration periods shall be triennial and the registration fee shal
be forty-five dollars.

8 6549-cc. Perfornmance of nedical assistant services. 1. (a) Notwth-
standi ng any other provision of law, a nedical assistant may perform
basic adnm nistrative and clerical tasks.

(b) In addition to those tasks described in paragraph (a) of this
subdi vision and in addition to regulations pronulgated by the depart-
nment, a medical assistant may perform advanced clinical tasks, but only
when assigned by a health care practitioner and subject to such health
care practitioner's supervision. Such supervision shall be continuous
but shall not be construed as necessarily requiring the physical pres-
ence of the supervising health care practitioner at the tine and pl ace
where such services are perforned.

2. Notwi thstanding any other provision of law, a nedical assistant
trainee in an approved program may perform nedical assistant services,

provided that any advanced clinical tasks nmust be subject to direct
supervision by a supervising health care practitioner, when such

services are perfornmed within the scope of such supervising health care
practitioner.

8 6549-dd. Construction. Only a person registered as a nedical assist-
ant by the departnent may use the title "registered nedical assistant”
or the letters "MA.-R' after the individual's nane.

8 6549-ee. Requlations. The conmissioner, in consultation wth the
commi ssioner _of health, shall pronulgate regulations regarding education
and continuing education requirenments for a nedical assistant and such
other rules and regulations as nmay be necessary or appropriate to carry
out the purposes of this article.

8§ 2. Section 6908 of the education |law is anended by adding a new
subdi vision 2-a to read as foll ows:
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2-a. This article shall not be construed as prohibiting advanced tasks
provided by a registered nedical assistant pursuant to article one
hundred thirty-one-D of this title.

8§ 3. The anendments to the education | aw enacted by this act shall not
be construed to expand or contract the scope of practice of any health
care professional under title 8 of the education law, nor shall this act
limt the ability of any unregistered or unlicensed person to perform
tasks not otherw se regul ated by such title.

8 4. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a law. Effective innmedi ately, the addition, anmendment and/or
repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation of
this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and conpl eted
on or before such effective date.




