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2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

(Prefiled)
January 8, 2025

Introduced by Sen. STEC -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Transportation

AN ACT to anend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to establishing
speed limts in towns

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1622 of the vehicle and traffic |law, as anmended by
chapter 420 of the laws of 1968, subdivision 1 as anended by chapter 563
of the laws of 2002, subdivision 2 as anended by chapter 496 of the |aws
of 2022, is anmended to read as foll ows:

§ 1622. Speed limts on county roads and town highways. 1. The
departnent of transportation upon the request of the county superinten-
dent of highways of a county and the town board of the town or towns
affected with respect to county roads and town hi ghways in such town or
towns outside of cities or villages, may by order, rule or regul ation:

[+=] (a) Establish maxi num speed linits at which vehicles may proceed
on or along such highways higher or |ower than the fifty-five mles per
hour statutory maxi num speed limt. No such |imt shall be established
at less than twenty-five mles per hour, except that school speed limts
may be established at not less than fifteen mles per hour, for a
di stance not to exceed one thousand three hundred twenty feet, on a
hi ghway passing a school building, entrance or exit of a school abutting
on the hi ghway.

[2=] (b) Establish maxi mum speed linmts at which vehicles may proceed
on or along all such highways lying within an area or areas as desig-
nated by a description of the boundaries of such area or areas submtted
by the county superintendent of highways of a county and the town board
of the town or towns affected | ower than fifty-five mles per hour stat-
utory maxi mum speed limt. No such limt shall be established at |ess
than twenty-five niles per hour.
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2. (a) Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivision one of this
section, in lieu of making a request of the departnent of transportation
pursuant to such subdivision, the town board of any town, exclusive of
suburban towns and towns having a popul ation exceeding fifty thousand,
with respect to town hi ghways whi ch have been functionally classified by
the departnment of transportation as local roads on official functiona
classification maps approved by the federal highway admnistration
pursuant to part 470.105 of title 23 of the code of federal requlations,
as anended from tinme to tinme, and which are outside of cities and
villages, may by local |law, ordinance, order, rule or regulation:

(i) Establish maxinum speed linits at which vehicles may proceed on or
al ong such hi ghways lower than the fifty-five nmiles per hour statutory
nmaximum speed limt. No such limt shall be established at less than
twenty-five mles per hour, except that school speed linmts may be
established at not less than fifteen mles per hour, for a distance not
to exceed one thousand three hundred twenty feet, on a highway passing a
school building, entrance or exit of a school abutting on the highway.

(ii) Establish maximum speed linits at which vehicles may proceed on
or along all such highways Iying within an area or areas |lower than the

fifty-five mles per hour statutory maxinum speed linit. No such limt
shall be established at less than thirty nmles per hour

(b) No such speed linmts shall be established except in accordance
with the engineering considerations and factors for speed linmts set

forth in the New York state manual and specifications for a uniform
systemof traffic control devices as such manual and specifications may
be anended fromtine to tine, certified by a |licensed professional engi-
neer who specializes in traffic operations.

(c) For the purposes of this section, the term"New York state nanual
and specifications for a uniform system of traffic control devices"
shall nmean the national mnanual of uniform traffic control devices
pronul gated by the federal highway adm nistration pursuant to subpart
(f) of part 655 of title 23 of the code of federal regulations and the
New York state supplenent adopted by the conmi ssioner of transportation
pursuant to section sixteen hundred eighty of this title, and the term
"town hi ghways" shall have the sane neaning as such termis defined by
subdi vision five of section three of the highway |aw.

(d) Nothing contained in this subdivision shall be deened to alter the
authority of the departnent of transportation to establish maxi num speed
limts at the request of a town board with respect to all town highways
within such town outside of cities and villages pursuant to subdivision
one of this section, provided that no nmaxinumspeed |linmts have been
established by such town board pursuant to this subdivision on any town
hi ghway functionally classified as a local road within such town.

§ 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a law. Effective imediately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and
conpl eted on or before such effective date.




