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| N SENATE

February 21, 2025

I nt roduced by Sens. HOYLMAN- S| GAL, FERNANDEZ, HARCKHAM  JACKSON,
KAVANAGH, MARTI NEZ, SERRANO, SKOUFIS, WEBB -- read twice and ordered
printed, and when printed to be comritted to the Conmittee on Environ-
mental Conservation -- conmittee discharged, bill anmended, ordered
reprinted as amended and recommitted to said committee

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in relation to
protecting wol ves

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The environnental conservation |aw is amended by adding a
new section 11-0541 to read as foll ows:
8 11-0541. Protection of wolves.

1. All wild canids taken in the state shall be reported to the depart-
nent in a manhner to be deternined by the departnent. For purposes of
this section, "wild canids" shall nean coyotes and wolves, including
canids that when taken were thought to be coyotes but which subsequent
DNA analysis revealed to be wol ves.

2. Wld canids that are taken, that have a weight greater than fifty
pounds or that neet additional criteria established by the departnent
shall be subjected to a DNA analysis, paid for by the departnent, to
determine the genetic conposition of the animal. Such analysis shall be
conducted by a reputable |aboratory that has prior experience genotyping
hybri di zed Canis populations in the eastern United States. The results
of any analysis perfornmed shall pronptly be provided to the public by
posting on the departnent's website.

3. The departnment nay also accept for DNA analysis a wild canid neet-
ing the criteria in subdivision tw of this section that is voluntarily
submtted to the departnent by any person.

4. No information, or wild canid or any portion thereof, voluntarily
submitted by any person to the departnent pursuant to this section nay
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be used as evidence of a violation by such person of section 11-0535 of
this title.

5. In the event that the departnent deternines, based on DNA analysis
or other scientific nethod, that a wild canid taken or found in the
state is a wlf, the departnent shall deternine the |location where the
wolf was taken or found. In the event the departnent determnes that
there is reasonable likelihood that there nay be one or nore additiona
wolves in the vicinity where the wolf was taken or found, it may take or
institute such neasures consistent with its existing authority that it
deens necessary to ensure the protection of such additional wolf or
wol ves.

6. No later than January first three years after the effective date of
this section., and every six vears thereafter, the departnment shal
submt to the legislature a report on the status of wolves in the state,
based on data collected by or submtted to the departnent and such other

net hods as determ ned appropriate by the departnent. The status report

shall be sinmultaneously posted on the departnent's website.
7. The departnent shall nodify its hunting and trapping training

curriculumto include educational infornmation concerning the presence of
wolves in the state, the legal protections for wolves, the reporting
requirenents for wld canids, and how to distinguish a wlf froma
coyote when a hunter or trapper is in the field.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect imediately.




