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STATE OF NEW YORK

5357

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 20, 2025

Introduced by Sen. COWRIE -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Social Services

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to capping the
nont hl y maxi mum paynent for hotel roons to house honel ess persons

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The social services law is anended by adding a new section
43-a to read as foll ows:

8 43-a. Contracting with hotels to provide roons as shelter for hone-
| ess persons; paynent standards. 1. In a city with a population of npre
than one mllion, notw thstanding any provision of any federal law, rule
or regulation to the contrary, whenever the conm ssioner, socia
services agency, or a contracted entity subject to the provisions of
section forty-three of this article enters into contracts with hotels to
provide roons as shelter for honel ess persons, the daily nmaxi rum anount
the departnent shall pay under a contract to provide roons for honeless
persons shall be equal to seventy-five percent of the New York city
housi ng authority Section 8 voucher paynent standard for a studio apart-
nent pro-rated daily.

2. Inacity with a population greater than one mllion, notw thstand-
ing any provision of any federal law, rule or regulation to the contra-
ry, whenever the conmi ssioner, social services agency, or a contracted
entity subject to the provisions of section forty-three of this article
enters into contracts with hotels to provide roons as shelter for multi-
ple honeless individuals in a congregate room the daily nmaxi num anpunt
the departnent shall pay under a contract to provide roons for honeless
famlies shall be equal to seventy-five percent of the New York city
housi ng authority Section 8 voucher paynent standard for an apartnment of
appropriate housing occupancy pro-rated daily.

3. The provisions of this section shall not apply to hotels contracted
to provide roons for honeless fanmilies south of ninety-sixth street in
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New York county, community boards one and two |located in Kings county

and community boards one and two | ocated in Queens county,

or

duri ng

a

declared national, state, or local public health energency.

§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.



