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2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 19, 2025

Introduced by Sen. SANDERS -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Racing, Gaming and Wager-

i ng

AN ACT to anend the tax law, in relation to permtting a potenti al
lottery winner who lost their ticket to claimthe w nning anmount

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The section heading of section 1614 of the tax |law, as
anended by chapter 166 of the laws of 1991, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

Uncl ai ned and abandoned prize noney; lost lottery ticket clains.

§ 2. The openi ng paragraph of subdivision a of section 1614 of the tax
law, as anended by section 3 of subpart D of part DD of chapter 59 of
the |l aws of 2019, is amended and a new subdivision c is added to read as
fol | ows:

No prize claimshall be valid if submitted to the comm ssion follow ng
the expiration of a one-year tine period fromthe date of the draw ng or
fromthe close of the gane in which a prize was won, and the person
otherwise entitled to such prize shall forfeit any claimor entitlenent
to such prize noneys, unless such prize claimis subnmtted pursuant to
subdivision ¢ of this section. Uncl ai med prize noney, plus interest
earned thereon, shall be retained in the lottery prize account to be
used for payment of special lotto or supplenental lotto prizes offered
pursuant to the plan or plans specified in this article, or for prono-
tional purposes to supplenent other games on an occasional basis not to
exceed sixteen weeks within any twel ve nonth period pursuant to the plan
or plans specified in this article.

c. Notwi thstanding subdivision a of this section, a prize claimfor a
person who lost their ticket shall be valid if submtted to the conms-
sion with docunentary proof of purchase fromthe seller of such w nning
ticket, as established pursuant to paragraph three of subdivision b of
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section one thousand six hundred nine of this article, within one year
from the date of the drawing or fromthe close of the gane in which a
prize was won. Upon a showing of such proof, the conmmission shal
pronptly make paynent of the prize claimto such person

8 3. Subdivision b of section 1609 of the tax law is anended by addi ng
a new paragraph 3 to read as foll ows:

3. Every seller of lottery tickets shall retain identifying inform-
tion, or proof of such sale, for at |east one year fromthe date of the
applicable drawing or fromthe close of the applicable gane in which a
prize was won. Such identifying information, or proof of sale, nay be
used as docunentary proof of purchase fromthe seller for purposes of
subdi vision ¢ of section one thousand six hundred fourteen of this arti-
cle.

8§ 4. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




