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STATE OF NEW YORK

5056

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 18, 2025

Introduced by Sen. RIVERA -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Commttee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to requiring the
departnent of health examine heat vulnerability and heat-related
deat hs

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The public health law is anmended by addi ng a new section
212 to read as foll ows:

8§ 212. Heat vulnerability and heat-related deaths. 1. For the purposes
of this section, the following ternms shall have the follow ng neanings:

(a) "Heat-exacerbated death"” neans a death caused by natural causes
estimated by the departnent to have resulted froman existing health
condition exacerbated by extrene, or near extrene, heat.

(i) Such estimation shall be deternined using one or nore statistical
nodel s by the departnent.

(ii) At least one such npdel used by the departnent shall utilize
sensitive statistical nethods that assess daily tenperature as a contin-
uous variable in relation to daily nortality to estinate heat-exacerbat -
ed deaths, without the use of a qualifying tenperature threshold.

(iii) One such nodel shall utilize sensitive statistical nethods that
assess daily tenperature as a continuous variable in relation to daily
nortality to estinmate heat-exacerbated deaths, wthout the use of a
qualifying tenperature threshold.

(b) "Heat stress death" neans a death directly attributed to heat on a
death certificate, or w<th an underlying or contributing cause of (i)
excessive natural heat or (ii) the effects of heat and light, as such
conditions are defined in the npst recent edition of the Internationa
Classification of D seases, published by the Woirld Health Organi zati on.
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(c) "Heat vulnerability" neans the estinmated risk of heat stress
deaths and heat exacerbated deaths occurring in a geographical area
based on social and environnental factors identified by the departnent.

2. The departnent is hereby authorized and directed to i ssue an annua
report exanmining heat vulnerability and heat-related deaths in the
state. Such report shall include but not be limted to:

(a) the nunber of heat stress deaths in the npst recent vyear avail-
abl e;

b the estinmation of past heat-exacerbated deaths based on the nost
recent available years of data and the smallest interval of tine that
vields a reliable estimte;

(c) a description of the relative heat vulnerability of each census
tract;

(d) a description of reported data;

(e) a description of social and environnental factors assessed by the
departnent to determ ne heat vulnerability;

(f) a description of nethods used to derive heat vulnerability and
estimat e heat - exacerbat ed deaths; and

(g) the aggregate denpgraphic information of heat stress deaths,
including, but not Jlinmted to, the age, gender, census tract and the
race or ethnicity of the decedents.

3. No report required by this section shall contain personal identify-
ing information.

4. The comm ssioner shall pronulgate rules and regulations as may be
necessary to inplenent the provisions of this section.

5. Such report shall be submitted to the tenporary president of the
senate and the speaker of the assenbly no later than June fifteenth, two
thousand twenty-six and annually thereafter. Such report shall be
conspi cuously posted on the departnment's website.

§ 2. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




