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STATE OF NEW YORK

4988

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 14, 2025

Introduced by Sen. BYNOE -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in relation to a
smart irrigation device rebate pilot programin Nassau and Suffolk
counties; and providing for the repeal of such provisions upon the
expiration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 15-0601 of the environnental conservation law is
amended by adding four new subdivisions 4, 5, 6 and 7 to read as
fol |l ows:

4. "Resident applicant"” shall nean a resident of Nassau county or
Suffolk county owning or residing in a one to four famly hone.

5. "Comercial applicant" shall nean a commercial business, private
school, university, not-for-profit corporation, or other nonprofit
organi zation located within Nassau or Suffolk counties.

6. "Eligible smart irrigation device" shall nean a snart irrigation

device that is new, has not been used or previously owined., and is
purchased froma storefront or online retailer.

7. "Smart irrigation device" shall nmean any device which is intended
to be used or is actually used for the irrigation of stormvater and the
nonitoring of [ocal weather data to automatically alter irrigation sche-
dules based on such data, and shall include such devices as snmart irri-
gation controllers and smart sprinkler systens.

8§ 2. The environnental conservation law is anended by adding a new
section 15-0609 to read as foll ows:

8 15-0609. Smart irrigation device rebate pilot programin Nassau and
Suffol k counti es.

1. There is hereby created within the departnent a snmart irrigation
device rebate pilot program The legislature finds that the supply of
water fromlong Island's aquifers is a precious and finite resource that

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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is specifically threatened by saltwater intrusion. Saltwater intrusion
affects many communities on lLong Island, including the city of Long
Beach, which over the past forty-five years at least, has seen the slow
yet steady intrusion of such saltwater into the shallower |layers of the

Ll oyd aquifer, which supplies the city's water. It is essential to
properly nmanage the use of water in order to assure that the water
supply will be sufficient to neet current and future needs. The irri-

gation of comrercial and residential |awns and gardens places a signif-
icant denand on the water supply and conservation efforts are a crit-
ically inportant part of proper nanagenent of such water supply. Data
provided by the United States Geological Survey indicates that Long
Island residents use seventy percent nore water than the national aver-
age; and, consunption spikes in the peak water punpage season during the
sumer, nmainly because of lawn irrigation. Furthernore, in tw thousand
seventeen, the departnent required public water suppliers to develop
plans to reduce peak season water punpage by fifteen percent. According
to data froma tw thousand twenty-three report from the long |[sland
conm ssion for aquifer protection, increased irrigation control is need-
ed as peak water punpage in Nassau County was three and one-half percent
lower than the average for the previous decade; and, in Suffolk County,
water use actually increased. Additionally., snmart irrigation systens
have a beneficial inpact on conserving water and ensure a high |evel of
| awncare beautification by comrercial businesses and residents. Ther e-
fore, the purpose of the programis to reduce water consunption, proper-
ly manage the wuse of water to neet current and future needs, enhance
conservation efforts and increase effective irrigation techniques. The
counties of Nassau and Suffolk can benefit from such program

2. In Nassau and Suffolk counties, the departnent shall create a
program wi thin existing appropriations, to award rebates to comercial
applicants and residents within Nassau and Suffolk counties for eligible
smart irrigation devices in amounts determ ned by the departnent.

3. The departnent shall determ ne the maxi mumrebate all owable for
comercial applicants and for resident applicants in accordance with the
requirenents of this section and rules pronulgated by the departnent;
provided, however, that the departnent shall research such nmaxinum
rebate allowable for comercial and resident applicants based on effec-
tiveness of products at the lowest price point. Rebates shall be allo-
cated to applicants on a first-cone, first-served basis., determned by
the date the application is received, for systens purchased after the
effective date of this section, until all appropriated funds for the
fiscal year are expended or the program ends, whichever comes first.

4. The departnent shall promulgate rules and requlations to inplenent
and adnminister the provisions of this section, including rules and requ-
lations relating to the types of snmart irrigation devices covered under
this section and rebate anpunts for such devices, the forns, procedure
and guidelines required to claima rebate, the required docunentation
and basis for establishing eligibility for a rebate, the collection of
econom ¢ inpact data fromapplicants, and any other requirenents the
authority deenms necessary. 1In the course of devel oping such rules and
regulations, the departnment shall consult wth relevant stakeholders,
including the Nassau county departnent of health, the Suffolk county
departnent of health and retailers selling eligible smart irrigation

devices. The departnent shall conduct education and outreach, with
informational materials nade available in at |east English and the three
nost common non-English | anguages spoken by individuals with linted-

English proficiency in Nassau and Suffolk counties, based on United
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States census data, as necessary to inform potential applicants and
manuf acturers and retailers of smart irrigation devices about the snart

irrigation equipnent rebate pilot program

5. The departnent shall determne and publish on its website on an
ongoi ng basis the anbunt of available funding for rebates remaining in
each fiscal year

6. No later than one year after the effective date of this section.
the departnent shall issue a report to the tenporary president of the
senate and the speaker of the assenbly detailing the status of the snart
irrigation device rebate pilot programin Nassau and Suffolk counties.
Such report shall include:

(a) the amount of funding dedicated by the departnment for the program
in the preceding vear;

(b) the anmpunt of eliqgible purchases for which a rebate was awarded;

(c) the anmpunt and geographic distribution of rebates;

(d) recommendations to inprove programeffectiveness, including wheth-
er such eligible smart irrigation devices should becone tax exenpt to
increase uptake by commercial and residential applicants; and

(e) any other information the departnment deens necessary.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect imediately and shall expire and be
deened repeal ed one year after it shall have becone a | aw.




