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STATE OF NEW YORK

4868

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 13, 2025

Introduced by Sen. FAHY -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Disabilities

AN ACT to anend the nmental hygiene law, in relation to requiring the
office for people with devel opmental disabilities to devel op and nai n-
tain a comunity residence opportunities waitlist

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The nental hygiene |aw is anended by adding a new section
16.15 to read as foll ows:

8 16.15 Community residence opportunities waitlist and placenent report.

(a) The office shall develop and maintain a community residence oppor-
tunities waitlist, hereinafter referred to as the CRON which includes
the nanes and contact infornmation of all individuals seeking placenent
in a comunity residence as defined in subdivision twenty-eight of
section 1.03 of this chapter., who have been deternined by the office to
require a level of supervision provided in a conmunity residence and
have been enrolled or are eligible to be enrolled in the hone and conmu-
nity-based services waiver for persons with devel opnental disabilities.
Enrollnment in the CROWshall be without regard to the nature, type or
urgency of need of the individual seeking enrollnent in the CRON A CROW
pl acenent report containing infornmation about individuals who are
actively [|ooking for housing and who have been determ ned by the office
to be in need of certified residential opportunity shall be distributed
at least nmonthly and upon request to providers of services as defined in
subdi vision five of section 1.03 of this chapter.

(b) A provider of services that has vacancies in one or nore of its
supervised living facilities as defined in subdivision twenty-eight-a of
section 1.03 of this chapter may review the individuals listed in the
CROW pl acenent report to identify an individual which the provider deens
appropriate for placenent in the vacancy in its supervised living facil-

Lty.
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(c) If a provider identifies an individual on the CROW pl acenent
report who the provider, following a person-centered planning process,
deens appropriate for placenent in one of its supervised living facili-
ties, the provider may accept such person for placenent in the comunity
residence facility and shall notify the office in witing of such
acceptance. Such individual shall be deened accepted and enrolled in
such program for all purposes including eligibility for reinbursenent
for the provision of residential habilitation services under the New
York state nedicaid program including under the hone and conmunity
based services waiver program pursuant to subsection (c) of section one
thousand nine hundred fifteen of the federal social security act and
eligibility for paynent or reinbursenent of all other funding provided
for operation of a community residence.

(d) (1) 1f the office receives an application for enrollnment in the
CROWN the office shall act on such application wthin thirty days of
receipt. If an individual who has applied for enrollnent in the CROVNVi S
deni ed enroll nment, such individual nmay appeal such denial to the conm s-
sioner within thirty days of receipt of notification of such denial

(2) Upon receipt of such appeal. the conmi ssioner shall personally or
by way of a hearing officer conduct a hearing within fifteen days of
such a request and render a decision by thirty days after the concl usion
of such hearing. A review of the decision rendered by the conmi ssioner
pursuant to this section by the individual may be had in a proceeding
pursuant to article seventy-eight of the civil practice law and rules
conmmenced within four nonths of the determ nation of the conm ssioner.

8§ 2. As of the effective date of this act, any individual who is then
listed on any conmunity or certified residential opportunity waitlist or
t he equi val ent maintained by the office shall be deened automatically to
be placed on the CROWVwi thout any further action or application by the
i ndi vi dual and without any review or approval by the office.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect April 1, 2026.




