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STATE OF NEW YORK

4657

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 10, 2025

Introduced by Sen. MAYER -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Investigati ons and Govern-
ment Qperations

AN ACT to anend the legislative law, in relation to the law revision
conmi ssi on

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 70 of the legislative |aw, as anmended by chapter
239 of the laws of 1944, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 70. Conmission [e+eated] continued; terms and qualifications of
menbers. A law revision comm ssion is hereby [e+eated] continued, [£6]
and shall consist of the [ehai+mwan] chairs of the commttees on the
judiciary and codes of the senate and assenbly, ex-officio, and [#H-e]
ten additional nenbers, five nenbers to be appointed by the governor,
one nmenber to be appointed by the tenporary president of the senate, one
nenber to be appointed by the nminority | eader of the senate, one nenber
to be appointed by the speaker of the assenbly, one nenber to be
appointed by the mnority |leader of the assenbly, and one nenber to be
appointed by the attorney general. The nenbers first appointed by the
governor following the effective date of the chapter of the laws of two
thousand twenty-five that anmended this section shall be appointed for
such terns that the termof one menber will expire on each succeeding
thirty-first day of Decenber. Menbers first appointed by the tenporary
president of the senate and the minority | eader of the senate shall be
appointed for a term of three years. Menbers first appointed by the
speaker of the assenbly and the minority |eader of the assenbly shall be
appointed for a termof five years. The nenber first appointed by the
attorney general shall be appointed for a termof five years. The term
of a menber thereafter appointed, except to fill a wvacancy occurring
ot herwi se than by expiration of term shall be five years fromthe expi-
ration of the termof [his] such nenber's predecessor. A vacancy in the

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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office of a nmenber [appointedbyithe—governosr] occurring otherw se than

by expiration of term shall be filled by the [gewerne+r] appointing
authority for only the remainder [ea%yj of the “term of such nenber's

predecessor. [ Upeh—raking—ihe—original—appointaents] In July of each
vear, the [gewernor] conm ssion's nenbership shall designate one of the
appoi nted nenbers as [ehai+man] chair of the commi ssion. [Uper] A vacan-
cy in the [appeintrent] office of [a—sueccessor—to] the [ehai+wan] chair
of the conmission occurring otherwise than by expiration of term [the
governer] shall [desLgnaLe—suGh—sHGGesse#—e#—e%he#—n@nhe#—&#& be filled
by the [eorm-ssion—as—echalrran] comm ssion's nenbership for only the
remainder of the term of such chair's predecessor. Four menbers
appoi nted by the governor shall be attorneys and counselors at |aw,
admitted to practice in the courts of this state, or nmenbers of |aw
faculties of universities or |law schools within the state recogni zed by
the board of regents of the state of New York, and at |east two of
[ t+hen] such nenbers shall be menbers of |aw faculties of universities or
| aw schools within the state recogni zed by the board of regents of the
state of New York. The conmi ssion shall neet in person or virtually at
least on a quarterly basis.

§ 2. Section 71 of the legislative |aw, as anended by chapter 358 of
the laws of 1961, is amended to read as foll ows:

8§ 71. Expenses; enployees. Each of the nenbers of the comi ssion
appoi nted by the governor or by nenbers of the |legislature shall receive
rei nbursenent for necessary expenses incurred in the performance of
official duty. The commi ssion may appoi nt such enpl oyees as nay be need-
ed, prescribe their duties, and fix their conpensation wthin the anmunt
appropriated for the conmm ssion

8§ 3. Section 72 of the legislative law, as added by chapter 597 of the
|l aws of 1934, is anended to read as foll ows:

8 72. Purposes of comrission. It shall be the duty of the | aw revision
conmi ssi on:

1. To examine the common |aw and statutes of the state and current
judicial decisions [{fer—thepurpose—of—discovering—defects—and—anachro—
n#sns—+4¥44u;44mﬂ and reconmrendi ng needed reformns.

To receive and consider suggested areas of study and proposed
changes in the | aw recomended by judges. justices, public officials,
| awyers, the American law institute, the [ecomr-ssioners—ior—the
porpii-aA—at—unitormty—oaftegislatiopin—the United-States] Uniform law
Commi ssi on, [amy] bar [asseeciation—or] associations, other |earned
bodies, or the general public. Suggestions for areas of study made by
statute, the governor, nenbers of the legislature, court of appeals
judges, or the attorney general shall be given priority review for

conS|derat|on bv t he conn1SS|on

4-] To recommend, fromtinme to tine, such changes in the law as it
deens necessary to nodify or elimnate antiquated [ard] or inequitable
rules of law, and to bring the law of this state, <civil and crimnal,
into harnmony with nodern conditions.

[5~-] 4. To report its proceedings annually to the |egislature on or
before February first, and, if it deenms advisable, to acconpany its
report with proposed bills to carry out any of its recomendati ons.

8 4. The legislative law is anmended by adding a new section 73 to read
as follows:
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8 73. Funding of the commission. There is hereby established in the
joint custody of the conptroller and comrissioner of taxation and
finance a fund to be designated as the law revi sion conm ssion fund. The
conm ssioner shall deposit into the law revision comission fund al
noneys appropriated to the law revision conmission. The noneys so
received and deposited in the law revision conm ssion fund shall not be
commngled with noneys fromthe general fund and shall be used solely
for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this article.

§ 5. This act shall take effect inmediately.




