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STATE OF NEW YORK

4506

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 6, 2025

I ntroduced by Sen. GOUNARDES -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Internet and Technol ogy

AN ACT to anend the general business law, in relation to enacting the
Stop Addictive Feeds Exploitation (SAFE) for all act

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "stop
addi ctive feeds exploitation (safe) for all act”.

8§ 2. The general business |aw is anended by adding a new article 45-A
to read as foll ows:

Article 45-A
SAFE for Al Act

Section 1509. Definitions.
1510. Required settings.
1511. Prohibition of dark patterns.
1512. Applicability of SAFE for kids act.
1513. Scope.
1514. Rul enaking authority.
1515. Renedi es.

8 1509. Definitions. For the purposes of this article, the follow ng
terns shall have the foll owi ng neani ngs:

1. "Addictive feed" shall nean a reqgularly updated stream of algorith-
m c reconmendations that a user encounters on a website, online service,
online application, nobile application, or portion thereof.

2. "Addictive social nedia platform’ shall nean a website, online
service, online application, or nobile application, that offers or
provides users with addictive feeds as a significant part of the
provi sion of such website, online service, online application, or nobile
application.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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3. "Algorithmc reconmendation" shall nean when a website, online
service, online application, or nobile application, or a portion there-
of, containing multiple pieces of nedia generated or shared by users,
reconmends, selects, or prioritizes certain nedia for display to a user,
either concurrently or sequentially, based in whole or in part on infor-
mation associated with such user or such user's device, but shall not
include the foll ow ng:

(a) recommendations, prioritizations, or selections based on infornma-
tion that is not persistently associated with the user or user's device,
and does not concern the user's previous interactions with nedia gener-
ated or shared by other users;

(b) recommendations, prioritizations, or selections based on user-se-
lected privacy or accessibility settings., or technical information
concerning the user's device;

(c) where the user expressly and unanbi guously requested the specific
nedia, nmedia by the author, creator, or poster of nedia the user has
subscribed to, or nmedia shared by users to a page or group the user has
subscribed to, provided that the nmedia is not recommended, selected, or
prioritized for display based, in whole or in part, on other information
associated with the user or the user's device that is not otherw se
perm ssible under this subdivision;

(d) where the user expressly and unanbi guously requested that specific
nedia, nedia by a specified author, creator, or poster of nedia the user
has subscribed to, or nedia shared by users to a page or group the user
has subscribed to pursuant to paragraph C of this subdivision be
bl ocked, prioritized, or deprioritized for display, provided that the
nedia is not recoonmended, selected, or prioritized for display based, in
whole or in part, on other information associated with the user or the
user's device that is not otherw se perm ssible under this subdivision;

(e) where the nedia are direct and private comunications;

(f) where the nedia are recommended, selected, or prioritized only in
response to a specific search inquiry by the user

where the nedia recommended, selected, or prioritized for displa
is exclusively next in a pre-existing sequence fromthe sane author,
creator, poster, or source; or

(h) where the reconmendation, prioritization, or selection is neces-
sary to conply with the provisions of this article and any reqgul ations
pronul gated pursuant to this article.

4. "Autoplay" shall nean when a website, online service, online appli-
cation, or nobile application plays one or nore pieces of enbedded nedia
automatically, without the user explicitly selecting a play icon, on
such service or application or a portion thereof.

5. "Covered minor" shall have the neaning set forth in subdivision
three of section fifteen hundred of this chapter.

6. "Media" shall nean text, an inage, or a video.

7. "Operator" shall nmean any person. business., or other legal entity,
who operates or provides an addictive social nedia platform

8. "User" shall nmean a wuser of a website, online service, online
application, or nobile application in New York, not acting as an opera-
tor, or agent or affiliate of the operator, of such website, online
service, online application, or npbile application, or any portion ther-
eof .

8 1510. Required settings. It shall be unlawful for an operator to
provide an addictive social nedia platform to a user in this state
unl ess such platformoffers nechani sns through which a user may:

1. Turn off algorithm c recomendations;
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2. Turn off notifications concerning an addictive feed, provided
further that such nechanismshall, at a mninum provide the user with
the ability to turn off notifications overall or to turn off notifica-
tions between the hours of 12 AM Eastern and 6 AM Eastern

3. Turn off autoplay on such platform and

4. limt such wuser's access to such platformto any length of day
specified by such user. provided further that any nechani sm which solely
rem nds such user of tine spent on a platformrather than allowing such
user to limt such user's access shall not be in conpliance with this
subdi vi si on.

8 1511. Prohibition of dark patterns. 1. The settings required in
section fifteen hundred ten of this article shall be presented in a
clear and accessible manner on an addictive social nedia platform It
shall be unlawful for such platformto deploy any nechani sm or design
which intentionally inhibits the purpose of this article, subverts user
choice or autonony, or makes it nore difficult for a user to exercise
their rights under any of the prescribed settings in section fifteen
hundred ten of this article.

2. 1t shall be unlawful for an addictive social nedia platformto
depl oy any nechanismor design which intentionally serves to nmake it
nore difficult for a user to deactivate, reactivate, suspend. or cance
such user's account or profile.

8 1512. Applicability of the SAFE for kids act. Nothing in this arti-
cle shall be construed or interpreted to override, supplant, or conflict
with any of the provisions of the SAFE for kids act contained in article
forty-five of this chapter.

8 1513. Scope. 1. This article shall apply to conduct that occurs in
whole or in part in New York. For purposes of this article, conduct
takes place wholly outside of New York if the addictive social nedia
platformis accessed by a user who is physically |ocated outside of New
Yor k.

2. Nothing in this article shall be construed to inpose liability for
commercial activities or actions by operators subject to 15 USC 6501
that is inconsistent wth the treatnment of such activities or actions
under 15 USC 8 6502.

8 1514. Rulemaking authority. The attorney general shall pronmulgate
rules and regulations to effectuate and enforce the provisions of this
article.

8 1515. Renedies. 1. On or after the effective date of this article,
whenever it appears to the attorney general. upon conplaint or other-
W se, that any person, within or outside the state, has violated the
provisions of this article, the attorney general may bring an action or
special proceeding in the nane and on behalf of the people of the state
of New York to enjoin any such violation, to obtain restitution of any
noneys or property obtained directly or indirectly by any such
violation, to obtain disgorgenent of any profits or gains obtained
directly or indirectly by any such violation, to obtain damges caused
directly or indirectly by any such violation, to obtain civil penalties
of up to five thousand dollars per violation, and to obtain any such
other and further relief as the court may deem proper, including prelim
inary relief.

2. The attorney general shall maintain a website to receive
conplaints, information, and/or referrals from nenbers of the public
concerning an operator's or addictive social nedia platforms alleged
conpliance or nonconpliance with the provisions of this article.
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§ 3. Severability. If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision
section, or part of this act shall be adjudged by any court of conpetent
jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgnent shall not affect, inpair, or
i nval i date the remrai nder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation
to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section, or part there-
of directly involved in the controversy in which such judgnent shal
have been rendered. It is hereby declared to be the intent of the |egis-
lature that this act would have been enacted even if such invalid
provi sions had not been included herein

8 4. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
the office of the attorney general shall pronulgate rules and regu-
| ations necessary to effectuate the provisions of this act; provided
that the office of the attorney general shall notify the legislative
bill drafting conm ssion upon the occurrence of the enactnment of the
rules and regul ati ons necessary to effectuate and enforce the provisions
of section three of this act in order that the comm ssion may nmintain
an accurate and tinely effective database of the official text of the
laws of the state of New York in furtherance of effectuating the
provi sions of section 44 of the legislative aw and section 70-b of the
public officers law Effective immediately, the addition, anmendnent
and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation
of this act on its effective date are authorized to be made and
conpl eted on or before such effective date



