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STATE OF NEW YORK

3765

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 29, 2025

Introduced by Sen. HOYLMAN SI GAL -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and
when printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Health

AN ACT to anmend the public health law, in relation to foreign adoptions

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 4138-b of the public health | aw, as anended by
chapter 395 of the laws of 2012, is amended to read as foll ows:

8§ 4138-b. Birth certificate: foreign [eeunrty] adoption. 1. Whenever
the [adeption—or] finalization of a foreign adoption or recognition of a
foreign adoption of a [ehidd] person of any age pursuant to section one
hundred el even-c of the donestic relations law_ or the adoption of a
foreign-born person over the age of eighteen at the tine of adoption has
been reported to the conm ssioner, the commi ssioner shall file a birth
certificate for the [ehild] adopted person provided there is no other
birth certificate or other birth record on file other than in the coun-
try where such [ehit€d] person was born and provided, further, that a
certificate of birth data does not exist for that person. Such birth
certificate shall be filed upon receipt of: proof that the adoptive
parent was a resident of this state at the tine of adoption or that the
adoptee was lawfully adopted within the State of New York; if the adop-
tee was adopted in a foreign country or jurisdiction, a copy of the
adoption docunents of the jurisdiction or country in which the [e&hitd]
person was adopted; a certified translation of the foreign adoption
docunents, evidence of the date and place of the [ehild—s] adopted
person's birth; and evidence of IR 3, IR4 or IH3 inmgrant visa status
or a successor immgrant visa status. The birth certificate shal
i nclude the [ehild—s] adopted person's nanme, sex, date of birth, tinme of
birth, place of birth, nother's nai den nanme, and father's nane. A birth

certificate |[#for—a—forelgn—country—adoption] issued pursuant to this

section which has been filed by a local registrar and all supporting
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docurmentation shall be subnmitted by the local registrar to the comm s-
sioner who shall file a new birth certificate pursuant to this section.

2. Apetitioner may submit an attorney certified copy of the adoptee's
foreign birth certificate, or sinmlar confirmation of birth, and
adoption decree, and copies of attorney certified translations of the
foreign docunentation in connection with the finalization of a foreign
adoption or recognition of a foreign adoption pursuant to section one
hundred el even-c of the donestic relations |aw

3. This provision shall be deened retroactive so that an adopted
person who was adopted in accordance with this section prior to the
effective date hereof may obtain, upon application, a birth certificate
pursuant to this section.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw.




