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STATE OF NEW YORK

3488

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 28, 2025

Introduced by Sen. JACKSON -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Civil Service and Pensions

AN ACT to anmend the retirenent and social security law, in relation to
disability benefits for <certain individuals enployed by the Nassau
county police departnent

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The retirement and social security law is anmended by adding
a new section 63-j to read as foll ows:

8 63-]. Certain inpairnent of health; presunption. Notw thstanding any
provision of this chapter or any general or special lawto the contrary,
any condition of inpairnment of health caused by diseases of the heart,
resulting in the disability or death to a nenber who serves as an anbu-
lance nedical technician, anbulance nedical coordinator, anbul ance
nedi cal technician/supervisor or a nenber who perforns anbul ance nedical
technician related services, or a police nedic, police nedic coordina-
tor, police nedic supervisor, bureau director police energency anbul ance
services - county, assistant bureau director police energency anbul ance
services - county, or a nenber who perfornms police nedic or police ener-
gency anbul ance related services and is enployed in the Nassau county
police departnent, presently enployed and who shall have sustained such
disability while so enployed, who successfully passed a physical exam
ination on entry into service as a nenber covered by this section, which
examnation failed to disclose evidence of any di sease or other inpair-
nent of the heart. shall be presunptive evidence that it was incurred in
the performance and di scharge of duty, unless the contrary can be proved
by conpetent evidence.

8§ 2. The retirenent and social security law is amended by adding a new
section 607-mto read as foll ows:

8 607-m Certain inpairnment of health; presunption. Notw thstanding
any provision of this chapter or any general or special lawto the

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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contrary, any condition of inpairnent of health caused by diseases of
the heart, resulting in the disability or death to a nenber who serves
as an anbul ance nedi cal technician, anbul ance nedical coordinator, anbu-
lance nedical technician/supervisor or a nenber who perforns anbul ance
nedi cal technician related services, or a police nedic, police nedic
coordinator, police nedic supervisor, bureau director police energency
anbul ance services - county, assistant bureau director police energency
anbul ance services - county, or a nmenber who perfornms police nedic or
police energency anbul ance related services and is enployed in the
Nassau county police departnment, presently enployed and who shall have
sustai ned such disability while so enployed, who successfully passed a
physical examnation on entry into service as a nenber covered by this
section, which exanmnation failed to disclose evidence of any di sease or
other inpairnent of the heart, shall be presunptive evidence that it was
incurred in the performance and di scharge of duty, unless the contrary
can be proved by conpetent evidence

8 3. Notw thstandi ng any other provision of law to the contrary, none
of the provisions of this act shall be subject to the appropriation
requi rement of section 25 of the retirenent and social security |aw.

8 4. Al costs associated with inplenenting the provisions of this act
shal |l be borne by Nassau county.

8 5. This act shall take effect immediately.

FI SCAL NOTE. - - Pursuant to Legislative Law, Section 50:

This bill would allow certain nenbers who are enployed in the Nassau
County police departnment who performpolice nedic or police energency
anbul ance related services to receive a performance of duty (POD) disa-
bility benefit if the menber is inpaired due to a condition of the
heart, which shall be presunmed to have been incurred in the perfornance
of their duties, unless the contrary be proven by conpetent evidence.

Such presunption will benefit nmenbers with a PCD provi ded under Section
607-j of the Retirenent and Social Security Law.
If this bill is enacted during the 2025 Legislative Session, it would

likely lead to an increased nunber of POD disability benefits for future
retirees.

W anticipate that there will be an increase of approximtely $30, 000
in the annual contributions of Nassau County for the fiscal year ending
March 31, 2026. In future years this cost will vary but is expected to
average 0.2% of salary annually.

In addition to the annual contributions discussed above, there will be
an i nmredi ate past service cost of approximately $51,400 which wll be
borne by Nassau County as a one-tinme paynent. This estimate assumnes that
paynent will be nmade on February 1, 2026.

Further, there would likely be sone adm nistrative costs to inplenent
the provisions of this |egislation.

These estinmated costs are based on 118 affected nenbers enployed by
Nassau County, wth annual salary of approximately $16 mllion as of
March 31, 2024.

Summary of rel evant resources:

Menber ship data as of March 31, 2024 was used in neasuring the inpact
of the proposed change, the same data used in the April 1, 2024 actuari -
al valuation. Distributions and other statistics can be found in the
2024 Report of the Actuary and the 2024 Annual Conprehensive Financi al
Report. The actuarial assunptions and nmethods used are described in the
2024 Annual Report to the Conptroller on Actuarial Assunptions, and the
Codes, Rules and Regulations of the State of New York: Audit and
Control. The Market Assets and GASB Disclosures are found in the March
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31, 2024 New York State and Local Retirenent System Fi nancial Statenents
and Suppl enentary | nformation.

This fiscal note does not constitute a |l egal opinion on the viability
of the proposed change nor is it intended to serve as a substitute for
the professional judgnent of an attorney.

This estimate, dated January 24, 2025, and intended for use only
during the 2025 Legislative Session, is Fiscal Note No. 2025-10. As
Chief Actuary of the New York State and Local Retirement System I,
Aaron Schottin Young, hereby certify that this analysis conplies wth
applicable Actuarial Standards of Practice as well as the Code of
Pr of essi onal Conduct and Qualification Standards for Actuaries |ssuing
Statements of Actuarial Opinion of the American Acadeny of Actuaries, of
whi ch | am a nenber.



