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STATE OF NEW YORK

3335

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 27, 2025

I ntroduced by Sens. COONEY, OBERACKER -- read tw ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Transportation

AN ACT to anend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to allow ng for
individuals to consent to contact from the national narrow donor
programto receive information about enrolling in the national regis-
try operated by the national marrow donor programat the tine of
application for or renewal of a driver's license or non-driver iden-
tification card

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 490 of the vehicle and traffic law is anended by
addi ng a new subdivision 2-a to read as foll ows:

2-a. Solicitation for applicant to enroll in the national registry
operated by the national nmarrow donor program In addition to the
provisions of subdivision two of this section, the conm ssioner shal
ensure that space is provided on the application for an identification
card or renewal thereof to advise applicants of the existence of the
national marrow donor programand to allow for applicants to consent to
sharing their infornmation with the national narrow donor programfor the
pur poses of receiving information fromthe national marrow donor program
about enrolling as a potential volunteer bone marrow or blood cell donor
on the national registry operated by the national marrow donor program

8 2. Subdivision 1 of section 502 of the vehicle and traffic |law, as
separately anmended by chapters 158 and 440 of the laws of 2021, is
anended to read as foll ows:

1. Application for license. Application for a driver's |license shal
be made to the commissioner. The fee prescribed by aw may be submtted
with such application. The applicant shall furnish such proof of identi-
ty, age, and fitness as may be required by the comm ssioner. Wth
respect to a non-commercial driver's license or learner's permt which
does not neet federal standards for identification, in addition to the

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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acceptabl e proofs of age and identity approved by the comm ssioner as of
January first, two thousand ni neteen, acceptable proof of identity shal
al so include, but not be linmted to, a valid, unexpired foreign passport
issued by the applicant's country of citizenship (which shall also be
eligible as proof of age), a valid, wunexpired consular identification
docunent issued by a consulate fromthe applicant's country of citizen-
ship, or a valid foreign driver's license that includes a photo inage of
the applicant and which is unexpired or expired for less than twenty-
four nonths of its date of expiration, as primary fornms of such proof.
Not hi ng contained in this subdivision shall be deemed to preclude the
comm ssioner from approving additional proofs of identity and age. The
Iicense shall display the sex designation of M F, or X as certified by
the applicant, with no additional docunentation required. The applicant
may amend the sex designation of their driver's |icense upon request.
Upon arendnment of the sex designation, the change shall be nmde consi st -
ent through all affiliated records within the control of the departnent.
The conmi ssioner may al so provide that the application procedure shal
include the taking of a photo inage or images of the applicant in
accordance with rules and regul ati ons prescribed by the comm ssioner. In
addition, the conm ssioner also shall require that the applicant provide
such applicant's social security nunmber or, in lieu thereof, with
respect to an application for a non-comercial driver's |icense or
learner's permt which does not neet federal standards for identifica-
tion, an affidavit signed by such applicant that they have not been
issued a social security nunber. The conmmi ssioner also shall provide
space on the application so that the applicant may request a notation
upon such license that such applicant is a veteran of the United States
armed forces, and space on the application so that the applicant nay
request a notation upon such license that [he—s+she] such person is a
veteran of the United States arned forces, and space on the application
so that the applicant may register in the New York state organ and
ti ssue donor registry under section forty-three hundred ten of the
public health lawwith the follow ng stated on the application in clear
and conspi cuous type:

"You nmust fill out the follow ng section: Wuld you like to be added
to the Donate Life Registry? Check box for 'yes' or 'skip this ques-
tion'."

The comm ssioner of health shall not maintain records of any person
who checks "skip this question". Except where the application is nmade in
person or electronically, failure to check a box shall not inpair the
validity of an application, and failure to check "yes" or checking "skip
this question"” shall not be construed to inply a wish not to donate. In
the case of an applicant under eighteen years of age, checking "yes"
shall not constitute consent to nmake an anatomical gift or registration
in the donate life registry, except as otherw se provided pursuant to
the provisions of paragraph (b) of subdivision one of section forty-
three hundred one of the public health aw. Were an applicant has
previously consented to make an anatomical gift or registered in the
donate |ife registry, checking "skip this question” or failing to check
a box shall not inpair that consent or registration. Additionally, the
comm ssioner shall ensure that space is provided on the application for
a driver's license or renewal thereof to advise applicants of the exist-
ence of the national marrow donor programand to allow for applicants to
consent to sharing their information with the national marrow donor
program for the purposes of receiving infornmation fromthe nationa
marr ow donor program about enrolling as a potential volunteer bone
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marrow or blood cell donor on the national registry operated by the
nati onal marrow donor program In addition, an applicant for a conmer-
cial driver's license who wll operate a comercial notor vehicle in

interstate comrerce shall certify that such applicant neets the require-
ments to operate a comercial notor vehicle, as set forth in public | aw
99-570, title XIl, and title 49 of the code of federal regulations, and

all regulations pronulgated by the United States secretary of transpor-
tation under the hazardous materials transportation act. In addition, an
applicant for a comercial driver's |license shall submt a nedica

certificate at such intervals as required by the federal notor carrier
safety inprovenent act of 1999 and Part 383.71(h) of title 49 of the
code of federal regulations relating to nmedical certification and in a
manner prescribed by the comm ssioner. For purposes of this section and
sections five hundred three, five hundred ten-a, and five hundred ten-aa
of this title, the terns "nedical «certificate" and "medical certif-
ication" shall nmean a formsubstantially in conpliance with the form set
forth in Part 391.43(h) of title 49 of the code of federal regul ations.
Upon a determ nation that the holder of a comrercial driver's license
has nmade any false statement, with respect to the application for such
license, the comni ssioner shall revoke such |icense

8§ 3. Section 508 of the vehicle and traffic law is anmended by adding a
new subdivision 7 to read as foll ows:

7. The comm ssioner is directed to establish a process by which the
departnent shall refer driver's license and non-driver identification
card applicants who consent to having their information shared with the
national marrow donor program for the purposes of receiving information
fromthe national marrow donor program about enrolling as a potential
vol unt eer bone marrow or bl ood cell donor on the national registry oper-
ated by the national marrow donor program The conmi ssioner is directed
to further amend the public website of the departnment to include a |link
to access publicly available information on the national narrow donor
program

8 4. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a law. Effective imediate-
ly, the addition, amendment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation
necessary for the inplenentation of this act onits effective date are
aut horized to be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.




