O©Coo~NoOU~,wWNE

STATE OF NEW YORK

3093

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 23, 2025

Introduced by Sen. ORTT -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Veterans, Honmel and Securi -
ty and Mlitary Affairs

AN ACT to anend the military law, in relation to determining that disa-
bility conpensation or benefits received by veterans fromthe United
St at es departnent of veterans affairs are not to be treated as incone
or resources for purposes of determning eligibility for means-tested
pr ogr ans

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The mlitary law is anended by adding a new section 235-b
to read as foll ows:

8 235-b. Incone and resources not to include United States depart nent
of veterans affairs disability conpensation or benefits. 1. Notwith-
standi ng any inconsistent provision of law,  the terns "incone" and
"resources" for the purpose of deternmining eligibility for or the anpunt
of benefits under any neans-tested state or state assisted or federally
assisted programincluding but not limted to prograns of public assist-
ance and care, including famly assistance, safety net assistance,
nedical assistance, title XX of the social security act, food stanp
program the programof additional state paynents to persons eligible
for supplenental security incone, the |ow incone hone energy assistance
programand grants, loans and scholarships and other neans-tested
prograns for educational assistance, shall not include benefits or
paynents received fromthe United States departnent of veterans affairs
for veterans affairs disability conpensation or veterans affairs disa-
bility benefits. The foregoing requirenents shall not apply to any
neans-tested federally assisted program where the exclusion of such
disability benefits or paynents received fromincone is expressly and
unani nously prohibited by federal law, rule or reqgulation.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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2. Not wi t hst andi ng any i nconsistent provision of |aw, any application
for any neans-tested state or state assisted or federally assisted

program including but not linmted to prograns of public assistance and
care, including famly assistance, safety net assistance, nedical
assistance, title XX of the social security act, food stanp program the
program of additional state paynents to persons eligible for supple-
nental security inconme, the low incone hone energy assistance program

and grants, loans and schol arshi ps and other neans-tested progranms for

educational assistance, shall clearly and explicitly inform any appli-
cant on such application that United States departnent of veterans

affairs disability conpensation and United States departnent of veterans
affairs disability benefits are not incone or resources for the purposes
of deternmning eligibility for or the anpunt of benefits under any
neans-tested state or state assisted or federally assisted program and
shall clearly direct such applicant not to include veterans affairs
disability conpensation or veterans affairs disability benefits as
incone or resources when conpleting such application. The foregoing
requirenents shall not apply to any neans-tested federally assisted
program where the exclusion of such disability benefits or paynents
received fromincone is expressly and unaninously prohibited by federa
law, rule or reqgulation.
§ 2. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




