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STATE OF NEW YORK

2713

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 22, 2025

Introduced by Sen. MAY -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Transportation

AN ACT to anend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to speed limts
al ong state highways

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
"l ocal control for speed linmts."

§ 2. Section 1643 of the vehicle and traffic | aw, as anended by chap-
ter 496 of the |aws of 2022, is anended to read as follows:

§ 1643. Speed limts on highways in cities and villages. 1. The
| egislative body of any city or village with respect to hi ghways (which
termfor the purposes of this section shall include private roads open

to public notor vehicle traffic) in such city or village, other than
state hi ghways nmai ntai ned by the state on which the department of trans-
portation shall have established higher or lower speed limts than the
statutory fifty-five miles per hour speed limt as provided in section
si xteen hundred twenty of this title, or on which the departrment of
transportation shall have designated that such city or village shall not
establish any maxi mum speed limt as provided in section sixteen hundred
twenty-four of this title, subject to the limtations inposed by section
sixteen hundred eighty-four of this title may by local |aw ordinance,
order, rule or regulation establish maxi mum speed limts at which vehi-
cles may proceed within such city or village, within designated areas of
such city or village or on or along designated highways within such city
or village higher or lower than the fifty-five nmiles per hour nmaxinmm
statutory limt. No such speed limt applicable throughout such city or
village or wthin designated areas of such city or village shall be
established at | ess than twenty-five mles per hour; except that in the
city of Long Beach, in the county of Nassau, speed linmts may be estab-
lished at not less than fifteen niles per hour on any portion of the
foll owi ng highways in such city: d eveland avenue, Hardi ng avenue, Mtc-
hell avenue, Belnont avenue, Atlantic avenue, Coolidge avenue, W]I son
avenue and Taft avenue. No such speed limt applicable on or along
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desi gnated highways within such city or village shall be established at
| ess than twenty-five mles per hour, except that school speed limts
may be established at not less than fifteen mles per hour, for a
distance not to exceed one thousand three hundred twenty feet, on a
hi ghway passing a school building, entrance or exit of a school abutting
on the highway and except that within the cities of Buffalo and Roches-

ter speed limts may be established at not |ess than fifteen mles per
hour for any portion of a highway within a city park. No speed Ilimts
shall be established pursuant to the provisions of this section except

in accordance with the engi neering considerations and factors for speed
limts set forth in the manual and specifications for a uniformsystem
of traffic control devices naintained by the comm ssioner of transporta-
tion pursuant to section sixteen hundred eighty of this title, as such
manual and specifications may be anended fromtine to tinme, certified by
a licensed professional engineer who specializes in traffic operations.

2. (a) Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivision one of this
section, the legislative body of any city or village with a population
of less than one million may by local |aw, ordinance, order, rule or
regulation establish maxinum speed linits at which vehicles may proceed
within such city or village, along state highways within such city or
village lower than the fifty-five niles per hour maximum statutory
limt, but not less than twenty-five mles per hour, upon denpnstration
that a portion of such state highway is particularly dangerous.

(b) Criteria that cities and villages shall use to denpbnstrate that a
portion of a state highway is particularly dangerous shall include, but
not be limted to:

(i) the history of accidents;

(ii) the preval ence of pedestrians;

(iii) proximty to educational institutions;

(iv) proximty to senior hones;

(v) proxinmity to warehouses; and

(vi) other simlar factors, as deened appropriate by the comm ssioner

(c) Acity or village that adjusts a speed limt along a state highway
pursuant to this subdivision by nore than five miles per hour shal
provide witten notice to the public and provide an opportunity for
public comment at |east sixty days prior to the change in speed limt
al ong such state hi ghway.

8§ 3. Section 1662-a of the vehicle and traffic |law, as anended by
chapter 496 of the laws of 2022, is anmended to read as foll ows:

8§ 1662-a. Speed linmts in [eertain] towns. 1. The town board of any

[ stburban] town [ge¥eLned——pH#suanL—%e7aLL+GLe—Lh#ee—Ahei—LhefLemnfLaw

thousand], with respect to highways (which termfor the purposes of this
section shall include private roads open to public motor vehicle traf-
fic) in [sueh] towns outside any village, other than state hi ghways
mai ntai ned by the state on which the departnment of transportation shal

have established higher or |lower speed linmts than the statutory fifty-
five mles per hour speed lint as provided in section sixteen hundred
twenty of this title, or on which the departnment of transportation shal

have designated that [sueh] towns shall not establish any maxi num speed
limt as provided in section sixteen hundred twenty-four of this title,

subject to the Ilinitations inposed by section sixteen hundred eighty-
four of this title may by local law, ordinance, order, rule or regu-
lation establish maxinmum speed Ilinits at which vehicles may proceed

within [sueh] towns, within designated areas of [sueh] towns or on or
al ong designated highways within [sgeh] towns |lower than the fifty-five
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mles per hour maxi num statutory limt. No such speed limt applicable
t hroughout [sueh] towns or within designated areas of [sueh] towns shal
be established at less than twenty-five mles per hour, except that in
the town of Henpstead speed linmits may be established at not |ess than
fifteen mles per hour on any portion of a highway in the comunity
known as Point Lookout and on all or any portion of the follow ng high-
ways in the conmunity known as Lido Beach: Ccean Boulevard, Allevard
Street, Bath Street, Buxton Street, Cheltenham Street, Pinehurst Street,
Harrogate Street, Matlock Street, Nantwick Street, Biarritz Street,
Royat Street, Luchon Street, Wodhail Street, Leanmi ngton Street, Sarato-
ga Street, Kensington Street, and Prescott Street; provided, however,
that no such speed limt in such town nay be established unless a najor-
ity of the residents of each such community file a petition with the
town board of such town requesting such speed limt. No such speed limt
applicable on or along designated highways within [saeh] towns shall be
established at less than twenty-five mles per hour, except that schoo
speed limts nay be established at not less than fifteen mles per hour,
for a distance not to exceed one thousand three hundred twenty feet, on
a highway passing a school building, entrance or exit of a school abut-
ting on the highway, and except further that in the town of Henpstead
speed limts may be established at not less than fifteen nmiles per hour
on any portion of a highway in the communities known as Point Lookout
and Lido Beach; provided, however, that no such speed linmt in such town
may be established unless a mmjority of the residents of each such
community file a petition with the town board of such town requesting
such speed Ilimt. No speed |imts shall be established pursuant to the
provi sions of this section except in accordance with the engineering
consi derations and factors for speed limts set forth in the nmanual and
specifications for a uniformsystemof traffic control devices nain-
tained by the commi ssioner of transportation pursuant to section sixteen
hundred eighty of this title, as such manual and specifications may be
amended fromtine to time, certified by a |icensed professional engineer
who specializes in traffic operations.

2. (a) Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivision one of this
section, the |legislative body of any town nmay by |ocal |aw,_ordinance,
order, rule or regulation establish maxi mum speed limts at which vehi-
cles may proceed within such town, along state highways within such town
lower than the fifty-five niles per hour maxinmum statutory linit, but
not less than twenty-five mles per hour, upon denpnstration that a
portion of such state highway is particularly dangerous.

(b) Criteria that towns shall use to denonstrate that a portion of a
state highway is particularly dangerous shall include, but not be limt-
ed to:

(i) the history of accidents;

(ii) the preval ence of pedestrians;

(iii) proximty to educational institutions;

(iv) proximty to senior hones;

(v) proximty to warehouses; and

(vi) other simlar factors, as deened appropriate by the comm ssioner

(c) Atown that adjusts a speed limt along a state highway pursuant
to this subdivision by nore than five mles per hour shall provide wit-
ten notice to the public and provide an opportunity for public coment
at least sixty days prior to the change in speed limt along such state
hi ghway.

8 4. This act shall take effect immediately.




