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January 21, 2025

Introduced by Sen. SCARCELLA- SPANTON -- read twi ce and ordered printed
and when printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on Veterans, Hone-
land Security and Mlitary Affairs -- comrittee discharged, bil
anended, ordered reprinted as anended and reconmitted to said conmt-
tee

AN ACT to amend the veterans' services law, in relation to the enpl oy-
ment of veterans with disabilities

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 13 of section 4 of the veterans' services |aw
is amended to read as follows:

13. To provide information regarding resources that are available to
assist veterans in obtaining enploynment by naintaining a veterans'
enpl oynent portal on the departnment's internet website. Such portal
shall provide virtual links to appropriate governnental prograns on the
federal and state level, including, but not linmted to the United States
departnent of labor [anrd], the New York state departnent of |abor and
the New York state departnment of civil service. The departnment nay
consult with menbers of the community devoted to hel pi ng veterans obtain
enpl oynent. The departnent shall make reference to this information
pursuant to subdivisions five, six, and seven of this section and the
annual report to the governor and the |egislature as provided in subdi-
vision seventeen of this section. Such information required under this
subdi vi sion shall be maintained and updated annually. The information
may al so be nmade available in printed form

8§ 2. Subdivision 1 of section 13 of the veterans' services |law, as
amended by chapter 445 of the laws of 2024, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

1. A state veterans' service agency established by the departnent
pursuant to this article shall have power and it shall be its duty to
inform mlitary and naval authorities of the United States and assi st
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menbers of the uniformed services and veterans, who are residents of
this state, and their famlies, inrelation to (1) matters pertaining to
educational training and retraining services and facilities, (2) health,
medi cal and rehabilitation services and facilities, (3) provisions of
federal, state and local |laws and regulations affording special rights
and privileges to nenbers of the uniforned services and veterans and
their famlies, (4) enploynent and re-enpl oynent services, including the
enpl oynent of veterans with disabilities program under section fifty-

five-c of the civil service law, and (5) other matters of simlar,
related or appropriate nature. The state veterans' service agency also
shall perform such other duties as may be assigned by the state conmi s-
si oner.

8 3. Subdivision 1 of section 15 of the veterans' services law, as
anended by chapter 445 of the laws of 2024, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

1. Alocal veterans' service agency shall have power under the direc-
tion of the state veterans' service agency, and it shall be its duty to
informmlitary and naval authorities of the United States and assist
menbers of the wuniformed services and veterans, who are residents of
this state, and their fanmlies, inrelation to (1) matters pertaining to
educational training and retraining services and facilities, (2) health,
medi cal and rehabilitation services and facilities, (3) provisions of
federal, state and local |laws and regul ations affording special rights
and privileges to nenbers of the uniforned services and veterans and
their famlies, (4) enploynment and re-enploynent services, including the
enploynent of veterans with disabilities programunder section fifty-
five-c of the civil service law, (5) the process of submtting an appli-
cation for a discharge upgrade to the discharge upgrade advisory board
and (6) other matters of similar, related or appropriate nature. The
| ocal veterans' service agency may al so assist famlies of nenbers of
the reserve conponents of the uniformed services and the organized mli-
tia ordered into active duty to ensure that they are nade aware of and
are receiving all appropriate support available to themand are placed
in contact wth the agencies responsible for such support, including,
but not limted to, the division of mlitary and naval affairs and other
state agenci es responsi ble for providing such support. The local veter-
ans' service agency also shall perform such other duties as nmay be
assigned by the state comn ssioner.

8 4. This act shall take effect immediately.




