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| N SENATE

January 16, 2025

Introduced by Sens. KRUEGER, BAILEY, HOYLMAN-SI GAL, LIU, MAY, PERSAUD
SERRANO, STAVI SKY -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when printed
to be conmmitted to the Committee on |Investigations and Gover nnent
Oper ati ons

AN ACT to anend the legislative law, in relation to providing for a
standing conmittee on conference to resolve differences between sinmi-
lar, but not identical bills and resolutions passing the senate and
assenbl y

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The legislative law is anended by addi ng a new section 54-b
to read as foll ows:

8 54-b. Standing comrittee on conference; referral to conference,
appoi ntment of nonpartisan counsel for referral. 1. By January fifth of
each vear, the tenporary president of the senate and the speaker of the
assenbly shall appoint a standing comrittee on conference. Such comit-
tee shall be constituted by the filing of a joint certificate by the
tenporary president of the senate and the speaker of the assenbly with
the secretary of the senate and clerk of the assenbly. The standing
conmttee on conference shall be conposed of nmjority conference and
mnority conference nenbers in the sane proportion as the nunber of
majority conference and mnminority conference nenbers in the senate and
assenbly relative to the total nenbership of the senate and assenbly.
For purposes of committee conposition, in the event that the proportion
of either majority conference nenbers would result in a fractiona
anpunt, the nunber of mmjority conference nenbers shall be rounded up to
the next whole nunber. Further, in the case of an excused absence of any
commi ttee nmenber such conmittee may designate an alternate nenber of the
conference for neetings of such comrmittees provided witten notice is
provi ded and accepted by the tenporary president of the senate and the

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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speaker of the assenbly at |east one hour prior to the conmmencenent of
such committee neeting

This comittee shall be known as the standing conmittee on conference
and:

(a) shall deliberate on all bills or resolutions for conference that
are referred to it fromthe legislative |eaders as provided in subdivi-
sion two of this section or as referred to it by the nonpartisan counse
jointly appointed by the conm ssioners of the legislative bill drafting
comni ssion as provided in subdivision three of this section;

(b) may appoint such other subcomrittees as are necessary to consider
bills or resolutions involving particular topics that are referred to
the standing cocmmittee on conference; and

(c) shall invite the prine sponsors of the bill from each house to
participate as non-voting nenbers of such conmittee

2. Whenever a bill or resolution has passed the senate or the assenbly
and such bill or resolution contains substantially the sane provisions
of law or acconplishes substantially the sanme purposes as a bill or
resolution passed by the other house, such bill or resolution shall:

(a) at the joint request of the tenporary president of the senate and
the speaker of the assenbly:; or

(b) at the joint request of the prine sponsor of the bill or resol-
ution in the senate and the prinme sponsor of the bill or resolution in
the assenbly; or

(c) at the joint request of the chairs of the comittees which delib-

erated on the bill or resolution in each house
be referred to the standing committee on conference, which shall dispose
of the bill or resolution pursuant to this section.

3. Inthe alternative, each bill or resolution passed by each house
shall, at the witten request of any nenber of the |legislature, be exam
ined by a nonpartisan counsel appointed by the comm ssioners of the
legislative bill drafting conm ssion to determne whether a bill or

resolution passed in one house is simlar to any bills or resolutions
passed in the other house. If the nonpartisan counsel appointed by the
conm ssioners of the leqgislative bill drafting conm ssion determ nes
that any bills or resolutions are sinlar under the guidelines set forth
in this section, then such bills or resolutions shall be referred to the
standing conmmittee on conference and that committee shall dispose of the
simlar bills or resolutions as provided in this section.

4. (a) Wien simlar bills or resolutions are referred to the standing
commttee on conference under this section, the commttee shall there-
after neet within ten calendar days of the referral and shall follow the
process set forth in this subdivision:

(i) the standing comrittee on conference shall conference the bill or
resolution, negotiate any necessary changes and shall issue a report on
the bills or resolutions submtted to it within fifteen days after the
referral as provided herein; or

(ii) the standing conmmttee on conference shall refer such bills or
resolutions to a subcommttee with jurisdiction over the subject matter
of such bills or resolutions, which conmttee shall be appointed by the
standing committee on conference and which subcomrittee shall consist of
four menbers of each house, including one nmenber of the mnority from
each house.

(b) In any event, either the standing comrittee on conference or the
duly created subcommittee shall file a report with the secretary of the
senate or the clerk of the assenbly which shall
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(i) contain a conference bill or conference resolution, which has an
agreed on text and is supported by a npjority of the standing commttee
on conference nenbers that conferenced the two bills or resolutions as

well as a minority report of the committee nenbers, if any., regarding
the conference bill or conference resolution; or

(ii) contain a report of the standing conmmittee on conference deliber-
ations on the bill or resolution and an explanation regarding the fail-
ure of the commttee to agree on the text of the conference bill or
conference resol ution.

5. Any conference bill or resolution, approved by a mpjority of the

standing cocmmittee on conference or the duly created subcomittee shall
if reported favorably to the secretary of the senate and the clerk of
the assenbly, and after receipt by those officers of each house., be
placed on the third reading calendar for each house and such bill or
resolution shall thereafter be subject to any appropriate notion,
including a notion to discharge or to advance for debate, at any tine
thereafter.

6. (a) The nonpartisan counsel appointed by the commi ssioners of the
legislative bill drafting conm ssion shall have experience in leqisla-
tive bill drafting. The counsel shall serve for a one year term which
nmay be renewed by the conmissioners of the legislative bill drafting

comm ssion for a termof no nore than one year thereafter. The counse
shall have such resources as the legislature nay pernit
(b) In considering whether bills passed by both houses are sinilar,

the nonpartisan counsel jointly appointed by the conmi ssioners of the

legislative bill drafting conm ssion shall consider, but not be linmted
to considering, the followi ng factors:

(i) whether each bill anends the sane section and subdivision of the
laws of the state of New York;

(ii) whether each bill contains simlar |anguage and concepts even
though it may anend different sections of state | aw

(iii) whether each bill includes appropriations fromstate accounts
and benefits or inpacts simlarly-situated groups of people; and

(iv) whether each bill originated in a sinmlar comrittee in each
house.

(c) The legislative bill drafting comrission and its nonparti san coun-

sel shall make an annual report to the legislature on its determ nations
regarding the simlarity of bills and resolutions and the creation of
conference conmm ttees.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect imediately.




